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General Editorial

The Karma doctrine elaborated in Jaimism 1s a remarkable
theory which makes an individual responsible for the
consequences ot one’s own thoughts, words and deeds, here
and elsewhere. The energy generated by the activities of
mind, speech and body attract Karmuc stuff towards the soul
which has to bear 1ts fimts, good as well as bad  There 1s
no place here for any divine dispensation, or supernatural
intervention either by way of favour ( or grace ) or punish-
ment Basically the doctrine breeds the spirit of self-help
making one realise that one reaps the fruits of what one has
sown, and that there is no escape from them

A vast amount of literature has grown to propound and
explain the doctrinal details about Karman (See K Ananadaj
Karma-sambamdhi Jamna Salutya (in Gujarati ), a paper
submitted to the Seventh Gujarati Sahitya Parisad, Bhavnagar,
W Schubring Die Lehre der Jainas (Berlin und Leipzig 1935),
p 215, Section 199, Srinipunamuni and H R Kapadia
Karma-Siddhanta-sambamdhr  Sahitya ( 1o Gujaratr ), Sri-
Mohanaldlaj Jaina Bhamddara, Surat 1965) For an expositon
of the Doctrine of Karman 1n Jaina Philosophy one can conve-
niently consult a book of this title in English published by the
Trustees, Bai Vipbar Jivanlal Panalai Chanty Fund, Bombay,
1948, being the translation of the origmnal dissertation in
German by the late Helmuth von Glasenapp (Leipzig 19135).
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The Karma-prakrt: 15 2 favounte title for a number of
small and big works, some in Praknt and some in Sanskrit
(Jinaratnakosa by H, D, Velankar, Poona 1944, pp 71-2)
composed by dufferent authors ~ The text published here 1s
1n Sansknt 1t 15 1n prose, more or less in the Siitra style
The object of the author is to enumelate the varieties and
sub-varieties of Karmas and give their defimtions and expla-
mations ( n relation to Gunasthanas etc, ) A handy text like
this could be easily memorised, in earher days, according to
the traditional methed of study, It 1s easier to propound
further details based on a text like this fully memorised

The name of the author 15 Abhayacandra, to be disting-
utshed from others of the same name by his title Siddhinta—
cakravartin - The Mss  of this work are found mostly 1n the
South, m the Old~Kannada script  The author possibly hails
from Karnataha  On the basis of the available epigraphic
evidence, noted by the editor, Abhayacandia-Siddbanta-
cahravarti floursshed 1 the 13th century A D He died
obcerving Samadh-marana, n 1279 A D

The General Editors thank Dr G C Jan for gving us

m this tiny volume a neatly edited Sanskiit teat of the
Karmaprahiati along with a close Hinds translation of it,

H L., Jan
A N, Upadhye
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