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From THE DESK OF THE CHIEF EDITOR

—Br. Ravindra Kumar Jain

Many books and booklets have been published and are being published to learn and
explain Jainism. Despite this, there has been a necessity for a book which could explain all the
aspects of Jainism in brief and at one place so that the Jaina and non-Jaina students could also
understand it easily.

To understand Jainism as a whole, the medium of four Expositions (Anuyogas) is very
necessary. Many points are thought while undertaking or completing any activity. For example,
“Who did this work ? Why one undertook this work? How he did perform this work ? When
did he do so ? What is the advantage or disadvantage resulting from this work, and so on.”
Similarly, many people may desire to know,  What is Jainism ? What is the period of its
existence ? Who followed it ? How did one follow it ? Why is it necessary to accept Jainism ?
What are the advantages of being a Jaina-in-action ? etc.”

I believe that all the above queries will definitely be satisfied by reading this book.
Rev. JInanamati-Mataji has presented the buttered essence of Jainism by churning mentally
many ancient scriptures. All the contents of this text are in tune with the tradition of ancient
Jaina Acaryas, and, hence, they are authentic.

This book has been written in a simple language and, therefore, it has gone suitable to be
prescribed in the syllabus of Jaina courses. It is worth keeping in the temples and houscholds.
Every man and woman should study this book at least once with a deeper mind.

This is the unparalleled style of Rev. Mataji that she can present the deep and difficult
presentation of ancient Acaryas in simple language and in brief. It is only after writing this
book (in Hindi) that the publication of the Hindi monthly magazine, 'Samyagjnana’, was
decided by Digambara Jaina Institute of Cosmographic Research-Hastinapura. This magazine
covers all the four expositions. While writing this chief editorial, I am feeling highly pleased to
inform the readers that this magazine is under continuous publication for the last thirty two
years and it contains the articles covering all the four expositions.

Different kinds of specialities are observed in different scholars. Some are proficient in
logic (Nyaya), some are proficient in spiritualism or metaphysics (Adhyatma). Some others are
proficient in biographies (Prathamanuyoga) while others present the Karma theory in depth.
Some may be skilled in poetic writings. Some may be authors while others may be eloquent
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speakers. However, Rev. Mataji represents a confluence of all these specialties. She has the
deep knowledge of all the four expositions. Her poems and hymns- whether composed in Hindi
or Sanskrta - are highly devotional. She has a powerful authorship and august speakership.
Thousands of men and women listen to her continuous lectures with deep mental absorption.

She has full authority on the Jaina canonical contents. In addition, she has also studied
other philosophical systems deeply. She has even made her disciples proficient in extremely
harsh texts like Asta-sahasri by explaining these to them in the most simple way. Similarly, she
has a deep knowledge of Jaina geography. Rev. Mataji has made difficult subjects fully enjoyable
by her disciples and other readers through her gifted intellect. She has given a new direction in
dealing with such subjects.

This book has been very useful and popular among those interested in Svadhyaya. This
fact has led to the publication of seventh edition of this book in Hindi for which our institution
- Triloka Shodha Sansthana or Cosmographic Research Institute -feels highly honoured. Looking
to its popular demand, we are pleased to publish its first English edition also.

For this English edition, all the hard work of correction & editing was put by Sanghastha
Brahmacharini Km. Svati Jaina in the direction of Pujya Prajnasramani Aryika Sri Candanamati
Mata J1. During the Vacana, the co-operation of Prof. Tikama Chand Jaina with Pujya Mataji
in the correction of the book is also praise-worthy. Prof. Jain stayed at Jambudvipa-Hastinapura
for 9 days for the purpose. Km. Svati read all the contents and made proper corrections, whatever
were thought to be necessary.

On behalf of Vira Jnanodaya Granthamala, [ acknowledge the contribution of the translator
Dr.N.L. Jain-Rewa (M.P.) along with its editors. I sincerely hope that this book will be proved
like the key-book in rendering the knowledge of Jainism.

Heckeckskkek
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THE SUBJECT-CONTENT OF THE BOOK

—Ksullaka Motisagara

The spiritual knowledge consisting in words (Sabda-brahma) is eternal. It is in the form of
twelve Angas (limbs) or dvadasanga due to its assigned nature of ‘in-some-respectism’ (Syat-
kara). This knowledge has been beginninglessly continuing and it will continue endlessly. It has
neither beginning nor end. Nevertheless, it has a beginning and end too with respect to the divine
sermons of Tirthankaras. The Tirthankaras deliver their divine sermons four times a day-fore-
noon, midnoon, afternoon and midnight for six ghatikas, G (1 G = 24 mts; 2 hrs 24 mts) each
through their divine sounds (Divya dhvani). This sermonal delivery takes place in 700 dialects
and 18 languages. In other words, it is in the form of all the contemporary languages. It is so
because all the living beings- celestials, human and subhuman beings understand their sermons in
their own languages.

There are many kinds of sentient and non-sentient, mobile and non-mobile entities in the
world. The omniscient venerable knows and sees the present, past and infinite future modes of
all these entities simultaneously. That is why, this kind of their knowledge is termed as divine
or absolute knowledge (Kevala jnana). Though the omniscient venerable knows everything,
however, his divine sound or sermons cannot describe all that he knows. Their chief disciples
(Ganadharas) can not receive all that knowledge through their destruction-cum-subsidence
(Ksayopasama) of knowledge and they cannot tell all that they understand. Whatever they can
tell, they can not put it into the scriptural form, Whatever they can put into this form, is all
known as Jaina scripture in the form of twelve-fold Angas or limbs.

Sri Bhadrabahu Acarya has been the last of the scripture-omnisicient (Sruta-kevali), who
had the full knowledge of twelve-fold Angas in the order of the venerable Mahavira. Later on,
the knowledge of primary canonical scriptures (Angas) and pre-canons (Purvas) has been gradually
declining. At later times, Acarya Sri Dharasena had a partial knowledge of second pre-canon of
Agrayaniya under the section-Purvagata of the twelfth primary canonical scripture i.e. Drstivada
Anga. Being afraid of future loss of scriptures, he offered his knowledge of the above canon to
the duo Digambara Saints named Puspa-danta and Bhutabali. Both of these great saints composed
the aphorismic text of ‘Sat-Khandagama’ (Six-sectioned Canon). Similarly, Acarya Gunadhara
had the theortical knowledge of the tenth sub-section of the fifth pre-canon of 'Jnana-pravada’.
He had also composed the text of ‘Kasaya-Pahuda Sutta’. The commentaries of Dhavala and
Jaya-dhavala have been written on these two doctrinal texts which have been published with
their Hindi translation.
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Acarya Kundakunda also belonged to the same tradition who has flown the river of
spirituality through his scriptures of Samaya-sara (Essence of the Soul) etc. He has been so
great and famous that the authenticity of any famous panegyric can be judged simply by seeing
the names of ‘Kundakundanvaya’ (Kundakunda lineage), Sarasvati-gaccha and Balatkara gana.
There have been Acaryas such as Umasvami, Samantabhadra, Pujyapada, Akalankadeva and
others in this tradition who received the divine sermons of the venerable Mahavira from the
tradition of earlier Acaryas and composed the important texts of Tattvartha Sutra (Aphorismic
Treatise on Reals; Formulae on Reals), Ratnakaranda-sravakacara (Gem-basket of Householder’s
Conduct), Apta-mimansa (Critique of the Attained), Sarvartha-Siddhi, Tattvartha Raja-vartika
and others. The texts of these Jaina Saint scholars are authentic. Acarya Anantavirya has pointed
out the same in the beginning of his logic text of Prameya-ratna-mala. Just as the water of
Ganga river filled in an earthen pot is still the water of the Ganga, similarly, the words of
authentic Acaryas are also the parts of the Jina words (Nadyah Navaghate Jalam).

The words of the Venerable Jinas are divided into twelve primary parts (Angas). These
words have been categorised by the earlier scholars under four expositions (Anuyogas) which
have also been designated as (Jaina) Vedas (Knowledges). The Jainacaryas have stated that the
words or speech which is accurate, neither deficient nor superflous, non-reverse, and undoubted
is called ‘Veda’ or right knowledge (Ratna-karanda-sravakacara, Verse 9). This kind of Veda
has four categories :

1. Prathamanuyoga (Exposition of Biographies).

2. Karananuyoga (Exposition of Cosmology and Sciences).

3. Carananuyoga (Exposition of the Code of Conduct).

4. Dravyanuyoga (Exposition of Reals and Realities or Realology).

The currently available Jaina literature is divided under these four expositions. This text
of 'Jaina Bharati' (Jaina Rosette) has dealt with all these four expositions in brief.

First of all, the order of the creation has been described in this book where the temporal
changes during the evolution and devolution epoch have been mentioned. The devolution epoch
has six spokes in terms of (i) extreme plenitude (ii) plenitude etc. There is the system of
maximal, medial and minimal land of enjoyment (Bhogabhumi) during the first three spokes.
At the end of the third spoke, fourteen Kulakaras (patriarchs) are born and the last Kulakara
begets the first Tirthankara at the beginning of the fourth spoke. At present, the epoch of
Hundavasarpinia(period of Extra-ordinary events) is running in the Aryan section of Bharata
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region. This epoch occurs once after the passage of innumerable evolution and devolution epochs.
There are many extra-ordinary events in this epoch. This can be illustrated by (i) the liberation
(Moksa) of the first Tirthankara in the third spoke (ii) defeat of the first Cakravarti (Universal
monarch) in fight and (iii) origination of many heretic systems and others.

This book has described the system of land of enjoyment during the changes in the six
spokes. There is description of the birth of fourteen patriarchs and their activities. The last
patriarch - the king Nabhiraja and queen Marudevi were not born as couples. In his times, the lord
of deities-Indra got the patriarch Nabhiraja married with Marudervi. The first Tirthankara- the
venerable Vrsabhadeva was born of them. He was married with girls named Yasasvati-and Sunanda.
The lord Vrsabhadeva instructed six professions of weaponry, writing etc. to the people. He also
brought the systems of caste and marriage etc. into existence here as were prominently prevalent
in the system of the eternal Land of Action (Karma-bhumi) of Videha region.

Afterwards, the path of liberation has been continuing since the days of Lord Ajitanatha
(second Tirthankara) upto Lord Mahavira (twenty-fourth Tirthankara). This path is divided
into two sections : (1) Householder’s religion and (2) Ascetic religion. Because of the temporal
disorder during the epoch of extraordinary events (Hundavasarpini), there has been interception
of the religious order during the period of some intermediate Tirthankaras. The first section
deals with all these points. It has given the biographies of the first and the last Tirthankara only
because the book might have been too large in size otherwise. Similarly, there is the biography
of Bharata Cakravarti-the first of the series. Later, brief biography of the noted Balabhadra
Rama has also been given in the book. Those interested to learn about the biographies of all the
great personages (Salaka-purusas) should study the texts of Adi Purana and Uttara Purana.

Thus, the first exposition describes the fifth and the sixth spoke of the time-cycle after the
fourth one. Later, there is the mention of six spokes of evolution epoch (Utsarpini) starting
from extreme penury, penury etc. This is the order of creation as per the Jaina system. It is
eternal. There is neither its creator like a specific God nor any specific destroyer. Naturally,
there is the dissolution of the universe at the end of the sixth epoch during the process. Some
pairs remain alive who run the evolution to move on. This kind of temporal change takes place
in the five Bharata and five Airavata Regions of Aryan sections related with two and half
island-continents (Dvipas) in the middle universe. This kind of six-fold temporal change does
not take place in the

@) 108 Cities of Videha region.

(ii) Mleccha (Uncivilised) sections.
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(iii)  Vidyadhara Cities of Vijayardha-mountain series.
@iv) Innumerable continents and oceans beyond two-and-half continents
(V) Hells and heavens

There is no dissolution also there. Whatever system or order exists there it is always
existing there. In the Videha region, there is always the system of Land-of-Action as it exists
here in the beginning of the fourth spoke. However, there are continuous changes from the
beginning of the fourth spoke upto its end in the Mleceha section and in the mountain series of
Vijayardha inhabiting Vidyadharas. The lands of enjoyment have an eternal system of the same
type only. The system of hells and heavens also remains the same as there are no six fold
temporal changes.

There is the description of all the four principal exertions (Purusarthas) of religion, riches,
desire and liberation in the biographies of great men under this exposition. As per Svami
Samantabhadra, the exposition of biographies is defined as that which contains (1) descriptions of
allthe fourexertions as above, (2) biographies of great men and (3) legends of the past (Puranas).

In case of the exposition of Cosmology and Sciences, this book describes, first of all, the
three kinds of world of the Jaina universe. There is mention of seven hells in the lower world
in this description. Later, the mansional and peripatetic deities have been described who reside
in the two upper parts of the first earth. This is followed by the description of Jambudvipa, first
of all, while describing the innumerable island-continents and oceans of the middle world. The
astral deities have also been described under this world. The description of upper world of
heavens and their resident deities follows the middle world. Thus, the four destinities (gatis)
observed in the three worlds and four-fold group of deities have been described under this
exposition. Later, the nature of the five-fold changes of substantivity (Dravya), location (Ksetra),
time (Kala), birth (Bhava) and modes (Bhava) of the living beings have been explained. Thus,
as per Svami-Samantabhadra, this exposition has elaborated the universe and non-universe and
the four destinities of the living beings. The change of eras has not been described here as it has
already been given under ‘the order of creation’ in the first exposition of biographies.

The third exposition of Primary and Secondary Conduct describes righteousness
(Samyaktva) in the beginning. Later, the religion (duties) has been two-foldly classified:

(i) Householders’ Religion (Sagara dharma)

(ii) Non-house-holders’ or Ascetic religion (Anagara dharma)
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First of all, the householders’ religion has been described wherein they have been three-
foldly classified : (1) Inclined votary (Paksika), (2) Pledged votary (Naisthika) and (3) Aspirant
votary (Sadhaka). Later, the four stages of life (Asramas), six essential duties of votary and
eleven kinds of model stages (Pratimas) have also been described in brief. This is followed by
the process of the ritual of holy death (Sallekhana) and defilements and prohibitions during
birth and death in the houses of the votary. Later, there is description of twelve-fold
(introspective) reflections (Bhavanas) assuming them as the basis of detachmetal attitude.

The householders’ religion is followed by the religion of the ascetics where- in the virtues of
skyclad saint (Digambaras) have been described in terms of their primary and secondary forms.
The ten-fold duties (Dharmas), and sixteen factors for earning the karmic species of Tirthankara
ship have also been included in this exposition. The religious practices described in this exposition
are like the steps (Caranas) to climb the palace of salvation. Just as any individual marches the
higher storeys of a building by gradual step-by-step move, similarly, the observer of the religious
practices, described in this exposition, also reaches the town of salvation by gradual improvement
in his conduct. That is why, meditation has also been detailed in this exposition. Itis also the last
stage of austerity in the practice of conduct. As per Svami-Samantabhadra, the exposition of
primary and secondary conduct deals with the causes of origination, growth and preservation of
right conduct which has been described in this section here.

In the exposition of Realology (Dravyanuyoga), there is the six-fold classification of
(worldly) reals (Dravyas) followed by the nine-fold description of the living being. Later, it has
been described through (1) the spiritual stages (Gunasthanas), (2) Classifications (Samasa),
(3) Completions (Paryaptis), (4) Vitalities (Pranas), (5) Instincts (Sanjnas), (6) Investigations
(Marganas) and (7) Consciousness (upayoga). This is later, followed by the brief description
of (1) Mattergy (Pudgala), (2) Medium of motion (Dharma), (3) Medium of rest (Adharma),
(4) Space (Akasa) and (5) Time (Kala). The brief description & classification of the organs of
valid cognition (Pramana), based on earlier doctrinal texts and then on logical texts have been
undertaken. This is followed by the topic of Standpoints (Naya) where nine kinds of standpoints
and their various categories have been described. There is also some discussion on ideal (niscaya)
& practical (Vyavahara) and self-evident (Sad-bhuta) & non-self-evident (A-sad-bhuta)
standpoints. This is followed by an easy and elaborative consideration on the theory of Relativism
(Syadvada) and its seven-fold predications (Sapta-bhang1) followed by the description of Positings
(Niksepas). The living being has five inherent volitional characteristics which have been described
through subsidential, destructional (ksayika) etc. types of volition. This is followed by the
comparative discussion on the six Indian philosophies of Carvaka, Buddha, Sankhya, Vaisesika,
Naiyayikas, Mimansaka and Vedantins. These philosophies have been stated to be absolutist
(ckanta) and have been logically refuted alongwith indicating the validity of Jaina philosophy.
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The theory of omniscience has also been logically proved.

Later, there is consideration on the three-fold soul in terms of extrovert, introvert and
supreme soul. This is followed by the description of practical (Vyavahara) and ideal (Niscaya)
Ratnatraya while discussing the path of liberation. There is mention of four causes to destroy
the worldly cycle under the section of ideal path of liberation. There is somewhat detailed
description of factors of karmic shedding (Nirjara) and nine super-attainments of omniscience
(Kevala labdhis). The theory of karma details about the classification, characteristics and causes
of ecarning the karmas. Later, bonding (Bandha), existence (Satta) and fruition (Udaya) of
species of Karma have been described. This is followed by the description of karmic influx
(Asrava) and bondage (Bandha) alongwith their five factors of wrongness (mithyatva), non-
abstinence (Avirati) etc. and their classification. Later, there is description of five proper times
(labdhis) to acquire righteousness which is one of the causes of liberation. The causes of
acquirement of right conduct have been detailed after pointing out the characteristics of the
three kinds of righteousness. There is mention about the conduct of the attached (Saraga)
followed by subsidential (Uapasama) and destructional (Ksayika) conduct. There is refutation
of morsel-intake by the omniscient while describing the process of karmic destruction. In the
last, the location of the liberated beings, their size, number and qualities have also been presented.

There may be an inquisitiveness about why the spiritual stages, investigations, the bondage,
and fruition etc. of karmic species etc. have been described under the contents of the exposition of
realology while these form the contents of exposition of conduct or cosmology. In response, it could
be stated that these topics have been included under this exposition on the basis of the definition of
the exposition of realology by Samantabhadra Svami in his ‘Ratna-karanda-sravakacara as below :

SiqTStage<d, Juarquy 9 SeFEl 9 |
SATIINTEIY: HAfdEeTbATTId | 146 | |

i.e. the exposition of Realology is characterised by the description of the reals of the
living & non-living, sins-sacred, bondage and liberation. It is on this basis that the description
of spiritual stages etc. will have to be done under the section on the living beings. Similarly, the
karmic influx and bonding will automatically be described under the section of sacred and sins.
Moreover, while describing karmic bondage, the causes for bonding, bonding-in-general of
karmic species and karmic species of existent, bonding and fruitional nature will automatically
have to be dealt with.

According to Samantabhadra Svami, karmic bondage and liberation are not the subjects of
exposition of cosmology and science. Itis only the description of the division of universe and
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non-universe and the three kinds of worlds - the upper, middle and lower-are desirable. There
is no indication about the inclusion of the spiritual stages, investigations, karmic bondage,
existence and fruition etc. in its contents. It is said there :

AT T RTINS |
3TN MICRANT SROTAR 4 | |

It means that the expostion of Cosmology and Science is defined as that which deals with
the occupied and unoccupied space, temporal changes and four kinds of destinities.

Itis, therefore, proper to describe the topics of spiritual stages etc. under the exposition of
realology. Thus, this book contains the essence of all the four expositions and, accordingly, it
has gone very useful for Svadhyaya.

I wish this book to bestow welfare on all the people.

Heckeckskkek



The Unique Indian Jain Centre

DIGAMBAR JAIN TRILOK SHODH SANSTHAN
(Digambar Jain Institute of Cosmographic Research)

—Karmayogi Br. Ravindra Kumar Jain
(President-Digambar Jain Trilok Shodh Sansthan )

A Brief Introduction :

In the Northern direction of the capital city Delhi, in district Meerut of Uttar Pradesh, a
centre of national and international attraction has emerged out in last decades in mythological
pilgrimage ‘Hastinapur’ in the form of 101 feet high ‘Sumeru Parvat’ (mountain) built in
light pink marble stone, surrounded at its base by the unique circular structure of Jain Geography,
““Jamboodweep” of white and coloured stones in a diameter of 200 feet.

The mother institution, which has given birth to this TIRTH, introductory to ancient Jain
Literature & Geography, Research Centre for Scientists, a sacred place for Spiritual Upliftment,
a symbol of Mental Peace and with ample means of worship of Lord Jinendra along with all the
modern facilities, is ‘Digambar Jain Trilok Shodh Sansthan’ (Regd.), which was founded
in 1972 by the pious inspiration of Supreme Jain Sadhvi Pujya Ganini Pramukh Shri
Gyanmati Mataji. Basically, the Sansthan also known as Digambar Jain Institute of
Cosmographic Research was oriented for the building of Jamboodweep, which later turned
out to be its Head-ofTice.

A brief sketch of the various schemes/structures, being carried out by the Sansthan on the
holy 30 acres land of Jamboodweep is as follows:

1. Jamboodweep Structure- A unique example of Indian craft & Jain Geography with
207 idols of Jinendra Bhagwan and modern attractions like Electric Fountains, Boating etc.

2. Lotus Temple-Miraculous idol of Bhagwan Mahavir is consecrated in this temple.

3. Meditation Temple-Contains symbolidol of HREEM (&) having the idols of 24 Jain
Tirthankars; a place for Meditation (Dhyan).

4. Trimurti Temple-Consisting of the idols of Bhagwan Adinath, Bharat & Bahubali
along with Bhagwan Neminath and Parshvanath.
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5. Vasupujya Temple-With the standing postured idol of 12th Tirthankar-Vasupujya
Swami.

6. Shanti-Kunthu-Arahnath Temple-Having the standing idols of the three Tirthankars,
the four Kalyanaks (Garbh, Janm, Tapa & Gyan) of all of whom made the land of Hastinapur
the most sacred place.

7.“Om’ Temple-With the symbol idol of ‘OM’ (%) depicting 5 Permeshthis (Arihant,
Siddha, Acharya, Upadhyaya & Sadhu).

8. Bees Tirthankar Temple-The Idols of existing 20 Tirthankars of Videh Kshetra are
consecrated on 20 lotuses in this temple.

9. Sahastrakoot Temple-With 1008 idols of Jinendra Bhagwan.

10. Lord Rishabhdev Temple-With Moolnayak metal idol of Lord Rishabhdev along
with other metal idols.

11. Bhagwan Rishabhdev Kirtistambh-Constructed during ‘Bhagwan Rishabhdev
International Nirvan Mahamahotsava year’. 31 feet high stambh, depicting the life of Bhagwan
and with 8 idols.

12. Terahdweep Jinalaya-A unique temple having the circular structure of Akritrim
Terahdweep of Madhyalok with about 2000 Jin-idols.

13. Ashtapad Digambar Jain Temple-With attractive copy structure of the Kailash
Parvat or Ashtapad, the Salvation Tirth of Bhagwan Rishabhdev, the first Jain Tirthankar. This
Kailash Parvat was inaugurated by Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the PM, with offering Nirvan
Ladoo on Feb. 4, 2000 at the Red Fort Ground, Delhi.

14. Jamboodweep Library-With a collection of about 15,000 books, ancient hand written
and published.

15. Jamboodweep Dispensary

16. Gyanmati Kala Mandiram (Art Temple)-With Jhankis (exhibition) related with
the mythological history of Hastinapur.

17. Veer Gyanodaya Granthmala-Founded in 1972, it has published about above 200
Granthas (Scriptures) and books in number of lacs upto now.
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18. ‘Samyakgyan’ Monthly Magazine-Being published from 1974 continuosly with the
Articles containing the essence of Jain Shastras.

19. Raja Sreyans Bhojanshala (Mess)-Providing the pure (as per Jain norms) food to
the visitors everyday free of cost. It is the first mess in Jain society to provide meals to 500
people at a time.

20. Dharmashalas-Flats, Bunglows etc. (above 200) with all the modern facilities of
accomodation.

21. Means of Recreation-Different types of Swings, Children train, Boating, Fountains,
Green Lawns, Airavat Elephant for going round the campus, attractive arrangement of electricity,
Natural scenes etc. insist the visitors to compare it with the heaven.

Social & Academic Programmes By
Digambar Jain Trilok Shodh Sansthan

Oct. 1981 : Jamboodweep Gyanjyoti Seminar at Jamboodweep-Hastinapur.

Oct. 31, 1982 : Jamboodweep Seminar in FICCI Auditorium, Delhi, inaugurated by
Shri Rajeev Gandhi, the then M.P & Ex-Prime Minister.

Apr. 1985 : International Seminar on ‘Jain Mathematics and Cosmology’ at
Jamboodweep-Hastinapur, inaugurated by the then Minister of U.P. Government-Prof. Vasudev
Singh.

June 1982-Apr. 1985 : ¢ Jamboodweep Gyan Jyoti’ was inaugurated by the then Prime
Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi from the Red fort Ground, Delhi for travelling in the whole
country on June 4, 1982. It disseminated the message of Ahimsa (Non-violence), Character-
Building and World Fraternity to the masses and after a travel of 1045 days, it was consecrated
in front of the main gate of Jamboodweep, Hastinapur for all times to come by the then Defence
Minister Shri P.V. Narsimha Rao (Ex-Prime Minister).

1992 : ‘Interstate Charitra Nirman (Character Building) Seminar’ at Jamboodweep,
Hastinapur.

Seminars on ‘Jain Mathematics’ and ‘Charitra Nirman’ were organized in joint collaboration
of Meerut University and Digambar Jain Trilok Shodh Sansthan.
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1993 : Seminar on ‘Bhagwan Rishabhdev-The first Propagator of Human Culture’
at Ayodhya in joint collaboration with Avadh University, Faizabad.

Oct. 1995 : Five days ‘Ganini Aryika Shri Gyanmati Literary Seminar-95’ in
collaboration with Meerut University.

Mar.-Apr. 1998 : Inauguration of ‘Bhagwan Rishabhdev Samavasaran Shrivihar
Chariot’ by the then Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee on Apr. 9, 1998 from Talkatora
Stadium, Delhi for travelling in the whole country. Spreaded the message of ‘Universal Principles
of Tirthankars’ and ‘Antiquity of Jainism’ state by state for 3 years. Later, the Samavsaran was
consecrated at Tirthankar Rishabhdev Tapasthali-Prayag Tirth (Allahabad) by the then Chief
Justice of High court, Allahabad in Oct. 2002.

Oct. 1998 : ‘National Vice-Chancellors’ Conference’ at Jamboodweep, Hastinapur.

Feb. 2000 : Inauguration of ‘Bhagwan Rishabhdev International Nirvan
Mahamahotsava Year’ by the then Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee in the Red Fort
Ground, Delhi on Feb. 4, 2000 for one full year. A series of ‘1008 seminars on Bhagwan
Rishabhdev’, the first Tirthankar of Jainism in this age, along with the building of ‘Bhagwan
Rishabhdev Kirtistambhs® and other social & academic programmes were organized throughout
the country in this year.

In the foreign countries like Toronto, Canada, New Jersy etc. also, the Nirvan
Mahamahotsava was celebrated on Feb. 6, 2000 by such inspirations.

June, 2000 : National Seminar on ‘Antiquity of Jainism’ at Jamboodweep, Hastinapur
on June 11, 2000.

Feb. 2001 : Establishment of ‘Tirthankar Rishabhdev Tapasthali (Place of Penance)
Tirth’ at Prayag (Allahabad) and organization of Mahamastakabhishek Mahotsava of Bhagwan
Rishabhdev.

Feb. 2003 : Establishment of Nandyavarta Mahal Tirth at Bhagwan Mahavir Birthplace-
Kundalpur (Nalanda). Bhagwan Mahavir Jyoti Rath travelled throughout the country for the
publicity of Mahavir Birhtplace.

Jan. 2005 : Bhagwan Parshvanath Janmakalyanak Third Millennium Mahotsava
was inaugurated at Varanasi, the birthplace of Lord Parshvanath on 6th Jan. 2005 and was
celebrated with various programmes for one year (upto 27th Dec. 2005).
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Apr. 2006 : Ganini Pramukh Shri Gyanmati Mataji Aryika Deeksha Golden
Anniversary Celebration : On the completion of the 50 years of the Aryika Deeksha of Pujya
Ganini Shri Gyanmati Mataji, a marvellous celebration was performed at Jamboodweep-
Hastinapur from 14th-16th Apr. 2006 followed by year long series of programmes.

Various Panchkalyanak Pratishthas and religious programmes are organized by this
Sansthan at different times. One of the unique activities of the Sansthan is-Namokar
Mahamantra Bank, in which lacs of written Namokar Mantras are submitted by devotees
every year. One crore Mahamantras have been submitted from Tumkur (Karnataka) & Udaipur
(Raj.) each in the year 2006. Infact, these mantras are like a miraculous treasure to disperse the
rays of world peace all around.

Awards By Sansthan

Ganini Gyanmati Award-started from 1995, presented every fifth year to a Jain scholar
or to a devoted worker for high standard research on Jainism or for co-operating in the academic
activities of the Sansthan. It comprises an amount of Rs. 1,00,000/-in cash & citation etc.
Sansthan has decided to give this award every year on the occasion of 'Ganini Pramukh Shri
Gyanmati Mataji Aryika Deeksha Golden Anniversary Celebration' in April 2006.

Jamboodweep Award-Yearly award of Rs. 25,000/-in cash, started from 2000.
Aryika Ratnamati Award-Yearly award of Rs. 11,000/- in cash, started from 1999.
Kundalpur Award-Yecarly award of Rs. 25,000/- in cash, started from 2004.

Shri Chhoteylal Jain Award-Yearly award of Rs. 11,000/- in cash, started from 2003.
Nandyavarta Award-Yearly award of Rs. 25,000/- in cash, started from 2004.

Besides these, ‘Lord Rishabhdev National Award’ of Rs. 2,50,000/- and ‘Brahmi
Award’ of Rs. 11,000/- were also presented by the Sansthan. These awards had been declared
on the occasion of ‘Bhagwan Rishabhdev International Nirvan Mahotsava year.’

'Lord Rishabhdev National Award' was presented to Shri V. Dhananjaya Kumar Jain, the
then M.P. & Ex-Union Finance Minister in 2003 at Kundalpur (Nalanda) on the occasion of
‘Kundalpur Mahotsava’.
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Construction of Tirthankar Rishabhdev Tapasthali-Prayag
At Allahabad (U.P.)

This tirth has been constructed at Allahabad-Banaras highway in the year 2001 under the
patronage of Sansthan at Bhagwan Rishabhdev Rishabadev Deeksha and Kevalgyan Kalyanak
land-Prayag (U.P.). In the campus of this Tirth, 'Rishabhdev Deckshakalyank Tapovana’
'Kevalgyankalyanak Samavsaran Mandir' and Lord's Salvation land ' Kailash Mountain' have
been built. The 511t. high kailash mountain has 72 Chaityalayas of Trikal Chaubeesi & 14 ft.
high lotus postured idol of Lord Rishabhdev at the top and miraculous metal idol (3 (1/4) ft.
lotus postured) is also consecrated in the cave temple below the mountain. 8 idols of Lord
Rishabhdev and Lord Mahavir are consecrated in the Kirtistambh, built in the ishan (North-
East) direction of the mountain. All the modern facilities of meals & lodging for the pilgrims
arc available on the tirth. The arrangement of this tirth is being done by the sub-committee of
the Sansthan.

Development of Lord Mahavir Birthplace-Kundalpur Tirth

Bhagwan Mahavir Janmabhumi Kundalpur Digambar Jain Samiti, a sub-committee was
formed under the Sansthan to develop Bhagwan Mahavir Birthplace-Kundalpur (Naland-Bihar).
'Nandyavarta Mahal Tirth' has been built at Kundalpur in the small time period of 18 months
only during the year 2003-2004 by the sub-committe. Vishwashanti Mahavir Temple, Bhagwan
Rishabdev Temple, Navgrah Shanti Jin Temple, three storyed Trikal Chaubeesi Temple and
Nandyavart Palace (the birth palace of Lord Mahavir) with Bhagwan Shantinath Jinalaya, are
the prominent attraction-centres of the Tirth. Adequate & modern arrangement of lodging &
meals has been made in the campus.

All the above construction schemes and social, religious & academic programmes have been
carried out by the pious inspiration of Pujya Ganini Pramukh Shri Gyanmati Mata Ji in her
auspicious presence (with sangh). However all the arrangements of the above schemes/programmes
have been devised by this Sansthan under the Guidance of Pragya Shramni Aryika Shri
Chandnamati Mataji and the Direction of Peethadhish Kshullakratna Shri Motisagar Ji Maharaj.

Thus, the Sansthan is devoted to serve the society by its various dedicated schemes &
programmes.

All of you are welcome by heart by this Sansthan to visit Jamboodweep to avail the various
opportunities of Mental Peace, Spiritual Upliftment, Natural Beauty and a lot of other attributes.

Heckeckskkek



HASTINAPURA : THE HoLY PLACE OF CHARITY

—Ksullaka Motisagara
The First Food-intake (Ahara) of the Venerable Vrsabhdeva (Adinatha)

The holy place of Hatinapura is the king (best) of all the holy places. This has been the
first centre of promotion of Jaina religion. The tradition of religion started from here only. This
is the illustrious holy place whereform the people got encouragement for the tradition of charity
(of alms to saints etc.).

When the Venerable Vrsabhadeva got initiated, four thousand other kings also copied him
to be initiated. The Venerable hand-plucked his hairs. They also did the same. The Venerable
renounced the clothes. The kings also became sky-clad (Digambara) saints. The Venerable
stood in meditational posture by hanging his hands down. All the kings also began meditation
in the same way. But they felt the torments of hunger and thirst after three days only. They
looked towards the Venerable, but he was standing steady in silence with his eye-sight fixed on
the tip of his nose. It was not only for one or two days, but this state was meant for a period of
full six months. Hence, all those kings (Munis) became highly uneasy and began eating wild
fruits and drinking water of the springs.

Suddenly the forest deity appeared before them and asked them not to do so; “Do not get
involved in this type of restraintless tendency in the garb of a saint. If you are unable to bear
the trouble of hunger and thirst, please renounce the world-revered rank of the saint.”” All the
kings-turned into saints-renounced their sainthood and adopted different garbs. Some devel-
oped matted and twisted hairs (Jata), some began wearing barks of trees, some smeared
themselves with ashes and some began residing in a hutment in the forest and so on.

The Venerable Vrsabhadeva completed the meditational period of six months. Normally,
the Venerable could go without foods for long. Despite this, he went for the meals-taking round
(Aharacarya) so that the sainthood may continue and the path of liberation may always be
followed. However, he was nowhere getting pure and sterilised (prasuka) foods as per the
prescribed procedure. He was undertaking wanderings in all parts of the country, but he was
not finding any capable food-offerer. The reason for this state of affairs was that there was the
system of land of enjoyment (Bhogabhumi) preceding him. The people were getting all their
requirements of foods, houses, clothes, ornaments and other materials supplied by the wish-
fulfilling trees (kalpa-vrksas). When the system of the land of enjoyment got extinct, Nabhiraja-
father of the Venerable and the Venerable himself taught the people to work for getting materials
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through their own labour in the system of the land of action (Karma-bhumi).

He instructed the path of earning lively-hood through six professions : (1) Wcaponry
(2) Writing (3) Agriculture (4) Learnings or Education (5) Arts and Crafts and (6) Trade and
Commerce. He told the people every thing except that he did not instruct them how to offer meals to
the saints. The Indra, who started showering of gems even six months before the conception of the
Venerable and who presented himself at every auspicious event of the life of the Venerable, also
could not come there when the Venerable was wandering for pure and sterilised foods.

The king OSreyansa of Hastinapura saw seven dreams in the last Prahara ( 3 hours) of the
night before the coming of the Venerable to this city after wandering in all parts of the country.
He saw the Sudar$sana Meru mountain in his first dream. He invited his omenologist in the
morning, told him about the dreams and asked him to interpret them. He said, ““ You will have
the fortune of seeing the Venerable Tirthankara who is great like Sumeru and who has been
anointed on the same mountain.

Sometimes later, the Venerable Vrsabhadeva had an auspicious arrival in the city of
Hastinapura. As soon as the king Sreyansa paid a sacred visit (Darsana) to him, he recollected
his earlier births (Jatismarana). He remembered his eighth pre-birth when the Venerable was in
the form of the king Vajrajangha and he was in the form of his queen Srimati, and both of them
had offered meals to the sky-moving-prodigied saints with nine-fold devotional observances
(Navadha-Bhakti). The king Sreyansa, then and there, understood that the Venerable has come
out for taking foods. On learning this point, he went to his palace, made necessary prepartions
and stood at the gate of his palace with auspicious materials in his hand. He, then, began
offering his invitation to him, (for foods) when he passed away by him;

“O Svami (Lord), I bow to thee, I bow to thee (Namostu). Please stay here, stay here....”
(Hai Svami! Namostu Namostu Namostu Atra Tistha Tistha......)

On seeing the tally of the procedure, the Venerable stood before the king Sreyansa. He,
then, requested again, “Our mind is purified, speech is purified, body is purified and foods and
drinks are also pure. Please come and sanctify our kitchen.”

Heled the Venerable to his kitchen, washed his feet, worshipped him and offered him the
sugar-cane juice for his food. On completion of the foods, the deities showered five wonderful
substances. These are showered only when there is donation of foods out of the four donations.
The kitchen of the king Sreyansa got inexhaustible that day because of auspicious candidate like
the Venerable. All the ctizens of the city dined in the kitchen that day. Despite this, there was as
much food material remaining as was prepared that day.
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After one year of fasting, when the first food-intake of the Venerable took place in
Hastinapura, the city became highly known on the earth. Every body lauded the king OSreyansa
everywhere. Bharata Cakravarti-came from Ayodhya and honoured him in a grand function. He
awarded him the title of ‘Dana-tirtha’ (Holy Man of Donation). He also got constructed a stipa
(tope) there in memory of the first food intake of the Venerable.

The people remember the king Sreyansa also alongwith the Venerable because of his offer
of foods to him. The day when the first offer of food-intake for the Venerable took place, was
the third day of the bright half of the month of Vaisakha (March-April). This holy day is
celebrated as Aksaya Trttya (Immortal Third) every year.

Thus, the tradition of offer of foods started from Hastinapura. It is due to this tradition
only, that the tradition of religion is also continuing here upto this date. It is because the
activities of (1) construction of temples (2) icon-sculpture (3) publication of religious texts and
(4) management of wanderings of the groups of saints- are possible only through donations.
The donation is offered by the votaries only.

The colossal image of the Venerable Bahubali standing over the mountain in Sravana-
vela-gola (Karnataka) for the last one thousand years is the result of the donation of Camundaraya.
This image is giving the pious message of Sky-cladism (Digambaratva) and the peace of inner
self to the innumerable liberatable beings even without speaking.

The Jambudvipa structure here in Hastinapura has also been completed in ten years through
the liberal donations of lacs of people of India. This structure became a centre of attraction for
the whole world. The structure of the whole Jambudvipa can be seen only in Hastinapura
(Currently in U.P.-India) in whole of the world. There are many places where Nandi$vara
dvipa and holy assembly (Samavasarana) structures have been made or are under construction.
We, at the Institute and all of you are fortunate that such an auspicious structure like Jambudvipa
has been made during our lives and we are taking advantage of seeing it.

The day of ‘Aksaya Tritiya’ has been observed as a holy day in honour of the first food -
intake of the Venerable Vrsabhadeva. The day is taken so auspicious that any benign activity
could be performed that day even without consulting the astrologers. There is solemnisation of
so many marriages on this day that no other day could be as auspicious as compared with it in
this regard. No wonder, the cane crop has also become inexhaustive here since the day of first
food - intake by the Venerable. Wherever you look at, you will see sugar cane everywhere.
When one moves in this area, his mouth sweetens even without sipping it. We see the Jaggery
(guda) and unrefined sugar ( khanda, and now refined sugar too in factories) being made at
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different points. Every pilgrim coming to Hastinapura is offered a glass of the drink of cane
juice at the entrance of Jambudvipa as a gift in token of the food-intake of the Venerable.

Four Auspicious (Welfare-earning) Events Each of the Venerable Santinatha,
Kunthunatha, and Arahanatha

After Lord Vrsabhadeva, many great men have been appearing on the pious land of
Hastinapura. It is this place where the four auspicious (welfare - earning) events of the three
Tirthankaras-the Venerable Santinatha, Kunthanatha and Arahnatha have taken place. All these
three Venerables were Caravartis and cupid-like men. All the three reigned all the six sections
of the earth from this place. However, they could not achieve inner peace. Even their 96000
queens were ignoble to offer inner happiness to them. They, therefore, became saints after
renouncing all the violent activities and possessions and accepted the nude Digambara garb. We
read in twelve (introspective) reflections (Bhavanas) :

“They left 18 crores of horses. They left 84 lacs of elephants. They renounced plenty of
their riches like an old grass.”

After accepting the sainthood, all these three Tirthankaras undertook great austerities here
and acquired omniscience here itself. Many liberatable beings attained salvation through their
light of knowledge. In the last, they attained salvation from Sammeda-Sikhara (in Jharakhanda).
Thousands of people come to visit this place sanctified by the dust of the feet of the above
Venerables. They place the soil of this place on their head.

Capital of Kauravas and Pandavas.

The world-famous Mahabharata incident (war) occurred at this place only during the
period of the Venerable Neminatha - the 22nd Tirthankara. This is the same Hastinapura
where Kauravas and Pandavas have ruled. Even the hundred Kauravas could not defeat five
Pandavas. What was the cause? The Kauravas were unjust, tyrant, oppressors, jealous and
hostile. They have been full of pride since their childhood. In contrast, the Pandavas were
patient, heroic and serious from the beginning. They behaved truthfully. They followed justice
and duties. They were patient. That is why, they could win over the Kauravas. They were also
successful in the fiery ordeal like the chaste Sita-(of Rama). They came out safely from the Lac
house made by the Kauravas through a tunnel (or mine) while reciting Namokara Mantra.

Once again, they were successful in a fiery ordeal. When they were absorbed in meditation
while saints at Satrunjaya, the nephew of Duryodhana (Kaurava)- Kuryudhara got some iron
ornaments made, heated them and put them on the meditating Pandavas. As a result, their body
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was burning externally and their Karmas were getting destroyed internally. All their karmas got
destroyed and the three Pandavas attained salvation after becoming world-terminating
omniscients. In addition, the two Pandavas-Nakula and Sahadeva ascended the subsidential
ladder of spiritual stages and died with the eleventh spiritual stage and took birth in the
Sarvarthasiddhi abode.

The Kauravas and Pandavas are found in many families even today. If one has to move
for victory, one should follow the Pandavan path of justice. One should behave judiciously. It
is only then that the fame and glory will be earned. The religion always wins the race.

The Holy Festival of Sacred - Threading (Raksa-Bandhana)

Once, the group of seven hundred saints headed by Akampanacarya was staying at
Hastinapura. At that time, the King Padma - the son of Cakravarti-Mahapadma ruled over the
arca. His chief minister Bali asked for a seven day kingship from him on some grounds. On
holding the kingship, the king Bali inflamed the surrounding of the residence of saints in
pretence of performing a Sacred oblation (yajna) to revenge his earlier disgrace. Assuming it as
an infliction, all the saints got absorbed in meditation with pacified volitions.

At that time, the saint Visnu Kumara was in rainy residence (Varsayoga or Caturmasa) in
Ujjayini (M.P.-India). He was informed by Ksullaka Puspadanta (sent by the saint Srutasagarji
holding rainy residence in Mithila) that the saints in Hastinapura are in tyrant trouble. It is only
you who can safeguard them.

On hearing this news, the compassionate saint Visnu Kumara felt intense affection towards
the co-religionist saints. He had acquired the prodigy of proteation. He went to Hastinapura
interrupting his rainy residence. He rebuked the king Padma who was his brother in his pre-
initiation state. The king, then, requested him, “O great saint, now you are the only person who
is capable of dispelling this infliction on the saints.” The saint Visnu Kumara, then, proteated
himself as a Brahmin and asked the king Bali to donate him three paces of land. Bali decided to
do so. The saint Visnu Kumara preteated such a big body of himself that he could measure all
the two-and-half continents of land in his two paces. There was no place left there for his third
pace. There was an alround sound of ‘save me, protect me’ (Trahi mam). The sounds of
‘forgive me’ began to be echoed everywhere. The king Bali also sought pardon. The saints are
always the treasures of forgiveness. He forgave the king Bali. After dispelling this infliction,
the saint Visnu Kumara again became a sky-clad saint. All people at Hastinapura collectively
afforded him a good ovation and worship.
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The next day, the votaries there offered the foods in the form of pudding of vermicelli
(Sivai-khira) to the saints with devotion. They tied the protection-threads (Raksa-Sutra) on the
wrists of each other. They decided that they will try to protect the religion and religious temples
like the saint Visnu Kumara. Since then, this day is being celebrated every year as a sacred-
thread festival (Raksa-bandhana) on the fifteenth day of the bright half of the month of Sravana
(July-Aug.). On this day, the sisters tie the sacred-threads on the wrist of their brothers.

Now, whenever this festival day is there, you just remember Hastinapura. You should
offer your mind, body and wealth as per your capacity for the safety and security of Dev
(Real God), Sastra (Scriptures) & Guru (Preceptors). You should have affection towards the
co-religioinists. It is only, then, that the celebration of the holy day of Raksa-bandhan can be
fruitful.

Manovati - Noted for the Vow of Sacred Visit to the Jaina Temple

Manovati-having a historical fame for carrying out her vow of sacred visit to the Jinas by
offering elephant pearl (found in the heads of elephants- Gajamoti) every day- belonged to this
city of Hastinapura. She took this vow before her marriage. After marriage, she went to her
father-in-law’s house. But she could not tell there about her vow out of her modesty. It resulted
in her three-day fasting because she could not take food before completing her vow of Jin-
darsana with offering Gajamoti. This incident was conveyed to her parents wherefrom her
brother came to her. She told the point to her brother in solitude. Her brother told this point to
her father-in-law. He said,  There is a large store of elephant gems in my-house”. It is only
after offering it to the Jina, that Manovati did take her meals.

Afterwards, her brother took her to his house. But here, in her father-in-laws house, there
occurred a regal calamity on the family due to offering of the elephant-gem to the Jina. It
resulted in externment of her and Budhasena- her husband from the house by his six brothers.
After externment from house, Manovati did not have any food until she could offer elephant
gem to the Jina on her sacred visit to the temple. When both of them got tired due to wandering,
they stopped in the way. She saw a dream in the last Prahara of night that there is a Jaina temple
nearby, you remove the rock and have a sacred visit of the Jina. On awaking, they went to the
nearby place, removed the rock and had sacred visit of the Venerable. It was just fortunate that
she got elephant gems also there for offering. They took their meals after this sacred visit.
When they moved further, Budhasena fortunately became the son-in-law of the king.

On her father-in-laws side, all the six brothers of Budhasena became acutely poor. They
left their village while looking for jobs for livelihood. All the six brothers, their wives and
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parents reached the same place where Budhasena was getting a Jina temple constructed. The
people told them, ““ Please go to Budhasena. He will offer you jobs.”

They went to Budhasena. They were offered jobs. However, Budhasena and Manovati
recognised them, and they met each other in the end. All the brothers, their wives and parents
begged pardon for what they had done. The religion became victorious. This incident teaches us
that all of us should live together cordially. Who knows whose sacred earnings leads to peace
and happiness of the family.

Sulocana-Jayakumara

Jayakumara-son of the king Soma became the commander-in-chief of the army of Bharata
Cakravarti. He had areligious and faithful wife named Sulocana. Her devotion led to dispel the
calamity arising in the middle stream of the river Ganga.

The Rohini Vow (Rohini Vrata)
The holy place of Hastinapura is also the venue of the story of Rohini-vow.
Construction of Jambiidvipa

In the series of many of the above incidents, the construction of Jambudvipa is also the
main addition as a strong link with the past. This structure has, once again, placed Hastinapura
in the recent memories of the people. The travellers come here not only from all corners of
India but from all far-off lands also. They hold talks on this marvelous structure. It is not only
in the Jaina world, but also in the whole current world that the auspicious Jambudvipa structure
has been made on an open ground at Hastinapura. This is the result of knowledge, imagination
and encouragement of Rev. Ganini Pramukha Sri Jnanamati Mataji.

Itis twenty years after what Mataji had seen a divine scene while meditating under the feet
of the colossal Bahubali statue at Sravanavelagolain 1965, that has been concretised at Hastinapura.
Lacs of Jains and non-Jaina pilgrims have come to Hastinapura since 1976 for visiting the
Jambudvipa structure only. Most of the visitors coming here daily are the first timers.

Almost all the visitors are heard to say in one voice that it was unimaginable that Jambudvipa
structure will be such an attractive one. The visitors coming here have also the golden opportunity
of meeting with Matajt and receive her blessings too alongwith the visit of Jambudvipa.

The Rev. Mataji not only encouraged the construction of Jambudvipa, but she also created
a glorious record in literary and academic compositions. The Rev. Mataji is the first lady in
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2500-year-old history of Jainism, who has composed so many books. The currently available
books before her period are all written by males only - written by heads of saints (Acaryas) or
saints or scholars (Pandits). We do not find any book written by any votaress or Jaina Sadhvi
in any manuscript libraries anywhere.

The Rev. Jnanamati Mataji has written not one or two books, but she has written almost
250 small or large books while maintaining her restraint and renunciation. She has written
commentaries on books of Jaina logic, grammar, doctrines, spiritualism etc. She has made a
notable contribution in composing books on devotional rituals of worship. She has created
many incomparable compositions on worship rituals (Vidhanas) like Indra-Dhvaja, Kalpadruma
(wish-fulfiller), Sarvatobhadra (all-welfare) and Jambudvipa etc. Looking to the interests of all
kinds of people, she has composed books on all kinds of interest. She writes the legendary
religious stories through the style of novels. By this time, about more than a million copies of
about 200 books written by Rev. Matajt have been published in different languages.

The writing work of Rev. Mataji is going on continuously and the publication activity is
also incessant.

The sacred visit of the holy place of Hastinapura is a highly sacred-ecarning activity. We
wish that this holy place may shower the religiosity upon this earth forever.

Heckeckskkek



THE GOLDEN PERSONALITY OF GANINI GYANMATI MATAJI

—Brahmacharini Km. Swati Jain (Sanghastha)
M.Sc. (Biosciences)-University of Roorkee

Pujya Ganini Pramukh Shri Gyanmati Mata Ji is like the brilliant sun on the wide-
spread sky of Jain tradition in the present century. All the efforts to enclose her glorious
personality in words will surely remain incomplete, however with the sincere wish of paying
homage to her long ascetic life, [ am humbly trying to pen down her brief introduction-

1.BIRTH, RENUNCIATION & INITIATION — ‘Maina’ was born as the first child of
Smt. Mohini Devi, the wife of Shri Chotteylal Ji Jain of Tikaitnagar (Dist.-Barabanki, U.P.) on
22nd October 1934, the day of Sharad Poornima.

By the regular study (Swadhyaya) of ‘Padmanandi-panchvinshatika’, an ancient Jain scripture,
which was given to mother Mohini in dowry by her parents, Maina developed a deep feeling of
renouncing the world. Infact, such feelings were deeply rooted in her since previous births.

At the tender age of 18 years, Maina took the vows of lifelong Celibacy, Seven Pratimas
(Vows for householders) and the renouncement of home from Acharyaratna Shri Deshbhushan
Ji Maharaj in 1952 on the very day of Sharad Poornima.

Later in 1953 the first Brahmacharini of the 20th century Km. Maina took Kshullika
Decksha (Primary stage of initiation) from Acharya Shri Deshbhushan Ji on Chaitra Krishna
Ekam at Mahavir ji Atishaya Kshetra(Rajasthan) to become ‘Kshullika Veermati’.

In 1955 Veermati Ji stayed in the holy feet of Charitra Chakravarti Acharya Shri Shantisagar
Ji Maharaj for one month at the time of his Samadhi at Kunthalgiri and as per his order, She
took Aryika Deeksha (Highest stage of initiation for females) from Acharya Shri Veersagar Ji
Maharaj, the first disciple Pattacharya of Acharya Shri Shantisagar Ji, on Vaishakh Krishna
Doojof 1956 at Madhorajpura (Jaipur-Rajasthan) to become ARYIKA GYANMATI.

2.STUDIES & TEACHING —Since the beginning Mata Gyanmati Ji was having keen
desire for acquiring knowledge. The best means for the same was chosen by her in the form of
teaching Munis (Digambar saints), Aryikas (female saints) and other disciples of the Sangh
(group). She started with ‘Katantra Roopmala’ (the Sanskrit Grammer) to continue with various
ancient Jain scriptures as Gomumatsar, Parikshamukh, Nyaydeepika, Prameyakamalmartand,
Ashtasahasri, Tattvartharajvartik, Sarvarthasiddhi, Anagardharmamrit, Moolachar, Triloksar
etc. She gained a lot of knowledge in a very less time and she also became an expert of various
languages as Hindi, Sankrit, Prakrit, Kannad, Marathi etc.
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3. STARTED WRITING IN SANSKRIT —Infact there was no example of writing
scriptures by Jain Sadhvis (female saints) in the history of 2500 years after LLord Mahavir, the
24th Tirthankar (Jain Lord) but Kshullika Veermati Ji created the landmark when she started
writing with 1008 Mantras (holy verses) of Sahastranam. These matnras proved to be like the
boon of Mata Saraswati (Goddess of Knowledge) for her. Since then Pujya Mataji did-not look
behind and till date Teckas (explanatory notes or commentary) &original texts in Sanskrit &
Hindi written by her, have crossed the number of 250.

In 1969-70 she translated the highest scripture of Nyaya (Jain-logic)-Ashtasahasri into
Hindi for the surprise of the world of scholars. Afterwards explanatory notes in Sanskrit &
Hindi on Samaysar, Niyamsaretc.; Scriptures for Swadhyayaas-Jain Bharti, Gyanamrit, Trilok-
Bhaskar, Pravachan Nirdeshika etc.; Novels like Pratigya, Sanskar, Bhakti, Adibramha, Atae
Ka Murga, Jeevandan etc.; Hindi translation of Dravya Sangrah, Ratnakarandshravakachar,
Katantra Vyakaran etc.; Balvikas, Balbharati, Nari Alok etc. and a number of other scriptures
show the highly talented calibre of Pujya Mataji as a versatile writer.

She has not only written on Adhyatma (spirituality), Vyakaran(grammer), Nyaya (logic),
Siddhant (formulae), children literature, Novels etc. but also devotional poetic worshipping
hymns i.e. Vidhans. Indradhwaj, Kalpadrum, Sarvatobhadra, Teenlok, Siddhachakra,
Vishwashanti Mahavir Vidhan etc. have immersed the people into the devotion of Lord Jinendra
throughout the country.

The specific characteristic of the writing of Pujya Mataji is that it is in full accordance
with the ancient Jain Agam (scriptures).

4. SIDDHANT CHAKRESHWARI— At present, Pujya Mataji is indulged in writing
the Sanskrit Tecka “Siddhant Chintamani’ of the first Siddhant Grantha of the Jain Philosophy
i.e. ‘SHATKHANDAGAM . She has completed 14 books, out of which the first & the second
books have been published with Hindi Teekaalso.

As 1000 years before, Acharya Shri Nemichandra Siddhantchakravarti wrote Dravya
Sangrah, Gommatsar, Labdhisaretc. similarly Pujya Mataji is also writing on Shatkhandagam
after a deep life-long practice of Jain Agamto be truely called as Siddhant Chakreshwari (well
versed in Jain philosophical formulae).

After the writing of Dhavia Teckaby Acharya Shri Veersen Swami 1000 years before, for
the first time the simple feeka of this great scripture is being written.

5. TEACHING CAMPS —By the inspiration of Pujya Mataji a number of teaching camps
have been organized so that Jain scholars may understand the real theme of Jain-Agam.
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In 1969 a specific camp on ‘JAIN-ASTRONOMY was organized between the chaturmas
of Jaipur and Pujya Mataji introduced & explained extensively Jain Geography & Astronomy
to the scholars.

In Oct. 1978, a teaching camp of about 100 scholars including Pt. Makkhanlal Ji Shastri,
Pt. Motichand Ji Kothari,Dr. Lal Bahadur Ji Shastri etc. was organized at Hastinapur and in
this camp Pujya Mataji guided the scholars on various issuesrelated with the real Jain tradition.
Even today the series is going on.

6. NATIONAL-INTERNATIONAL SEMINARS —1In 1985 an International Seminar
on ‘Jain Mathematics & Cosmology’ was organized at Jamboodweep-Hastinapur followed by
a number of other seminars in later years. In 1998 the Vice-Chancellors of various Indian
Universities gathered at Hastinapur to attend ‘Lord Rishabhdev National Vice-Chancellors’
Conference’, in which the participants were introduced with the first Tirthankar ILord Rishabhdev
as the propagator of human culture of the present age.

Through the seminar on ‘Antiquity of Jainism’ at Jamboodweep-Hastinapur on 11th June
2000, the message to correct the misconceptions about Jainism in the textbooks of History
was also conveyed to NCERT.

Many other seminars have also been organized at different times.

7. THE DEGREE OF D.LIT. WAS AWARDED FOR THE FIRST TIME TO A
SAINT/SADHVI OF THE DIGAMBAR JAIN TRADITION —Without having the
traditional degrees of the college & University, Pujya Mataji touched the heights of
knowledge, teaching & literature- writing and to honour this unique talent, Avadh University-
Faizabad presented the honorary degree of D.Lit. to her on 5th Feb. 1995. Pujya Mataji became
the first among the Digambar Sadhu tradition to get this degree.

In the same way various Acharyas and social institutions have presented various titles
(ranks) to her at different times such as-Nyaya Prabhakar, Aryikaratna, Aryikashiromani, Ganini
Pramukh, Vatsalyamoorti, Teerthoddharika, Yugpravartika, Charitrachandrika, Rashtragaurav,
Vagdevi etc. but remaining aloof from all these honours, she always remains engrossed in
penance for self purification.

8.HISTORY WAS ALSO CHANGED —In 1992 when Pujya Mataji came to know that
students all over the country are being taught that ‘Lord Mahavir is the founder of Jain Dharma’
through the History books published by NCERT, she was deeply hurt.
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Consequently by the continuous efforts of 10 years including the direct talks with the
Prime Minister, Human Resource Development Minister, Director-NCERT etc., the process
of correcting the misconceptions could be initiated.

9. DEDICATION FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF PILGRIMAGES—Pujya
Mataji have always been dedicated for the development of the Kalyanak Kshetras especially the
birthplaces of Tirthankar Lords. She says that such places are the great treasures of our eternal
culture so we should always remain awakened for their protection & development.

Firstly at Hastinapur, the birthplace of Lord Shantinath, Kunthunath & Arahnath, the
unique structure of Jain Geography ‘TAMBOODWEEP’ was constructed by her inspiration &
guidance. The Tourism Department of U.P. Government has called it as ‘A Man Made Heaven
of Unparallel Superlatives and Natural Wonders’ in its publications.

Samavsaran Temple & Trikal Chaubeesi Temple at eternal pilgrimage-Ayodhya, Namokar
Dhamat Sanavad (M.P.), Lotus temple at Preet Vihar-Delhi, Sahastrakoot] otus temple at Mangitungi
(Mabharashtra), Navdevia Temple at Aklooj (Maharashtra), Tees Chaubeesi Temple with 11 summits
at Ahichhetra, ' Tirthankar Rishabhdev Tapasthali’ at Prayag-the Initiation (Deeksha) & Enlightenment
(Kevalgyan) land of Lord Rishabhdev are the consequences of the inspiration of Pujya Mataji only.
Besides these anumber of other constructions have also been done at various places.

The Birthplace of Lord Mahavir-Kundalpur (Nalanda-Bihar) has been developed
magnificiently by the guidance & auspicious presence of Pujya Mataji in less than 2 years. A
grand ‘Nandyavarta Mahal Tirth” has been constructed there with Vishwashanti Mahavir Temple
having the standing postured idol of Lord Mahavir, Navgrahshanti Jin Temple, Trikal Chaubeesi
Temple & Nandyavarta Mahal- the birthpalace of Tirthankar Mahavir. Lord Mahavir Swami
Kirtistambh has also been constructed.

Besides this, Muni Suvratnath Jin temple at the birthplace of Lord Muni Suvratnath-
Rajgrahi along with the construction of the Mansthambhat the base of the Vipulachal Mountain,
‘Lord Mahavir Jin Temple’ with standing postured idol of Lord Mahavir at the Pandukshila
campus infront of the Jalmandir of Pawapuri-the Salvation land of Lord Mahavir, Temple of
Gautam Swami at His Salvation land-Gunava ji, Lord Rishabhdev Temple at Sammed Shikherji
have also been constructed by the inspiration of Pujya Mataji.

At present, the development of Kakandi, the birthplace of 9th Tirthankar Lord
Pushpdantnath is being done in the series of the development of the Birthplaces of Tirthankars,
the sincere determination of Mataji.
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10. INSPIRATION FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE 108 FT. HIGH IDOL -
By the inspiration of Pujya Mataji, the construction work of 108 Ft. high standing postured idol
of Lord Rishabhdev has been initiated at the mountain of Mangitungi (Maharashtra). This idol
will prove to be an astonishing wonder for the whole world and will also introduce the masses
with the eternal culture of Jainism.

11. GYANTIRTHAT SHIRDI MAHARASHTRA)—To establish Shirdi as a prominent
Jain Centre, the plan of constructing ‘Gyantirth’ is being worked out. At Gyantirth, the grand
idol of Lord Parshvanath will be consecrated along with other constructions as per the guidance
of Pujya Mataji.

12. VARIOUS MODES OF DHARMA PRABHA VNA — ‘Digambar Jain Institute of
Cosmographic Research’ was established in 1972 by the inspiration of Pujya Mataji at Delhi
with the major aim of constructing Jamboodweep. This institute has remained indulged in
various projects for the dissemination of the preachings of Jainism since then.

Veer Gyanodaya Granthmalapublishing scriptures/books in lacs of numbers, Samyakgyan
monthly magazine with the knowledge of 4 Anuyogas (4 parts of Jain Agam), Namokar
Mahamantra Bank etc. are some important projects to be quoted.

By the inspiration of Pujya Mataji, the then Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi inaugurated
‘Jamboodweep Gyan Jyoti’ at Delhi in 1982. The Jyoti travelled throughout the country for 3
years and preached the lessons of Non-violence, Compassion, Universal brotherhood etc. among
the masses and later it was consecrated at Jamboodweep (Hastinapur) by Shri P.V. Narsimha
Rao, the then Central Defence Minister.

Similarly in Apr. 1998 the then Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee inaugurated
‘Bhagwan Rishabhdev Samavsaran Shrivihar’ at Delhi and it was consecrated at Kevalgyan
Kalyanak Temple of Decksha Tirth-Prayag after the tour of the whole India.

‘Bhagwan Mahavir Jyoti’ inaugurated from I.ord Mahavir Birthplace-Kundalpur (Nalanda)
in 2003 is also a landmark in this series.

To establish the ‘Antiquity of Jainism’ and the name & principles of Lord Rishabhdev
among the masses Pujya Mataji got organized grand ‘Chaubees Kalpadrum Mahamandal Vidhan®
at Delhi and also ‘Lord Rishabhdev Birth-Anniversary Year’ & ‘Lord Rishabhdev International
Nirvan Mahamahotsava Year’ (inaugurated by the then Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee)
throughout the country & aborad.

Various T.V. Channels like Aastha, Jain, Sanskar etc. have done the broadcasting of the
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Pravachans of Pujya Mataji at various times. Direct telecast of programmes of Hastinapur,
Ayodhya etc. have appealed the people in large numbers.

‘Akhil Bharatvarshiya Digambar Jain Mahila Sangathan’ was established by the inspiration
of Pujya Mataji and today through its hundreds of units, it is unifying the feminine power of the
Jain society for creative aims.

A large number of other day-to-day activities of Dharma-Prabhavna can be added to the
above, however it is not possible to give their written account. The whole of the Jain Samaj
consider her as an image of sincerity & hard work.

13. STRUGGLE WINNER —Since the beginning Pujya Mataji had one aim-to do any
work according to Jain Agam only. If any struggle comes in her way in completing her so
decided aim, she is never disturbed at all but with more determination, She wins over the
difficulties to ultimately achieve her goal. Whole of her life has been passed in the dissemination
of the illumination of Jainism to self & all others along with following the Moolgunas
(fundamental 28 tenets of a Jain Sadhu) strictly & protecting the Aarshtradition (ancient scriptural
tradition). She never allows the use of the money of any institution or Tirth or charity in the
arrangement of her sangh. She has followed this vow for 50 long years. That’s why Sanghpati
Shravakas consider themselves fortunate when they take the responsibility of long distance
pilgrimage tours of the Sangh of Pujya Mataji.

14. LORD PARSHVANATH BIRTH-ANNIVERSARY THIRD MILLENNIUM
MAHOTSAVA —By the inspiration and in the auspicious presence of Pujya Mataji ‘Tord
Parshvanath Birth-Anniversary Third Millennium Mahotsava’ was inaugurated on 6th Jan.
2005 at Varanasi, the birthplace of the Lord. This year was celebrated with various programmes
at Ahichhetra-the Kevalgyan (Enlightenment) land, Shri Sammed Shikherji-the Salvation land
and many other tirths related with Lord Parshvanath & throughout the country.

PujyaMataji inspired to celebrate the year 2006 as ““Sammed Shikher Year” so that Digambar
Jain Samaj may be dedicated for this great pilgrimage with all its power. A national programme of
‘Bhagwan Parshvanath Millennium Mahotsava'is being organized at Ahichhetra Tirth in Dec. 2007.

Besides this, She has also inspired to protect the Salvation land of Lord Neminath i.e.
Girnarji and has attracted the mass-interest towards this issue.

15. A UNIQUE OCCASION OF THE CENTURY : DEEKSHA (INITIATION)
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY —Pujya Mataji has completed the 50 years of her Aryika Deekshaon
Vaishakh Krishna Dooj, Veer Nirvan Samvat 2532 i.e. 15th Apr. 2006. Thus she is having the
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dignity of the mostanciently initiated (Deekshit) Sadhvi of the present Digambar Jain Sadhu tradition.

On this unique occasion the Samaj paid its humble homage in her holy feet by successfully
organizing “‘Ganini Pramukh Shri Gyanmati Mataji Aryika Deeksha Golden Anniversary Cel-
ebration” from 14th to 16th April 2006 at Jamboodweep-Hastinapur. Various Programmes were
organized in this Deeksha Golden Anniversary year throughout the country along with the
construction of 'Ganini Aryika Gyanmati Deckshatirth’ at Madhorajpura (Raj.)-the Aryika Decksha
land of Pujay Mataji,'Ganini Gyanmati Swadhyaya Bhawan' at her birthplace-Tikaitnagar (Barabanki-
U.P.)and 'Aryika Decksha Swama Jayanti Bhawan' at her Karmabhumi-Jamboodweep, Hastinapur.

16. GOLDEN CHATURMAS —Pujya Mataji took Kshullika Deckshain 1953 and Aryika
Deekshain 1956.

3 Chaturmas of Kshullika Deeksha occurred at Tikaitnagar (1953), Jaipur (1954) &
Mhasvad-Maharashtra (1955), while 51 Chaturmas of Aryika Deeksha occured at-Jaipur-Khaniya
(1956), Jaipur-Khaniya (1957), Byavar-Raj.(1958), Ajmer-Raj. (1959), Sujangarh-Raj. (1960),
Seekar-Raj. (1961), Ladnu-Raj. (1962), Calcutta-W. Bengal (1963), Hyderabad-A.P. (1964),
Shravanbelgola-Karnataka (1965), Solapur-Maharashtra (1966), Sanavad-M.P. (1967) ,
Pratapgarh-Raj. (1968), Jaipur-Raj.(1969), Tonk-Raj. (1970), Ajmer-Raj. (1971), Delhi-Pahari
Dhiraj (1972), Delhi-Najafgarh (1973), Delhi-Lal Mandir (1974), Hastinapur-Old Temple (1975),
Khatauli-Muzzafarnagar (1976), Hastinapur-Old Temple (1977), Hastinapur-Old Temple
(1978) ,Delhi-Mori Gate (1979), Delhi-Kucha Seth (1980), Hastinapur-Jamboodweep (1981),
Delhi-Kammoji Dharmashala (1982), Hastinapur-Jamboodweep (1983), Hastinapur-
Jamboodweep (1984), Hastinapur-Jamboodweep (1985), Hastinapur-Jamboodweep (1986),
Hastinapur-Jamboodweep (1987), Hastinapur-Jamboodweep (1988), Hastinapur-Jamboodweep
(1989), Hastinapur-Jamboodweep (1990), Sardhana-Meerut, U.P. (1991), Hastinapur-
Jamboodweep (1992), Ayodhya (1993), Tikaitnagar (1994), Hastinapur-Jamboodweep (1995),
Mangitungi Siddhakshetra (1996), Delhi-Lal Mandi (1997), Hastinapur-Jamboodweep (1998),
Delhi-Cannaught Place (1999), Delhi-Preet Vihar (2000) , Delhi-Ashok Vihar (2001) , Prayag
Tirth-Allahabad (2002), Kundalpur-Nalanda, Bihar (2003), Kundalpur-Nalanda, Bihar (2004),
Hastinapur-Jamboodweep (2005) and Hastinapur-Jamboodweep (2006).

17. MAY WE CELEBRATE THE DIAMOND JUBILEE OF YOUR ASCETIC
LIFE —By knowing the number of the years of her penance or Decksha, several Acharyas,
Munis & Aryikas also feel dignified in telling that even my age is not as mush as Mataji has
utilized in hard penance because she adopted this path at an early age of 18 years and since then
she has passed each of her day in following the difficult path of Jaineshwari Decksha.

We pay innumerable salutations in her holy feet with a hearty wish that all of us may be
able to celebrate the Diamond Anniversary also of her asectic life.

Heckeckskkek



CERTAIN POINTS OF CONSIDERATION FOR
ENGLISH TRANSLATORS OF JAIN SCRIPTURES
-Pragyashramani Aryika Chandnamati

As the title 'JAIN BHARATT' of this presentation suggests, Jain Philosophy or Jainism
blossoms here in entirety or it is actually a rossette encompassing almost all types of informations
about Jainism in the essenced form.

Supreme Jain Sadhvi of the present time 'Pujya Ganini Pramukh Shri Gyanmati Mataji'
is always of the opinion that the knowledge of a subject should be imparted according to the need
of the present circumstances, so that the present generation may gain full advantage of it. With
this thought, this JAIN BHARATT (Hindi) grantha was authored by Pujya Mataji on the occasion
of Bhagwan Mahavir 2500th Nirvan Mahamahotsava in 1974 on the basis of various authentic
scriptures of Digambar tradition. After the publication of this grantha, a number of Acharyas,
Sadhu-Sadhvis & scholars, along with their congratulations, expressed their feelings for its
translation into various other languages so that the masses may grasp the essence of Jainism, from
root to apex, atone place easily. Gujrati & Marathi versions were published, however, this fortune
came forward after about 32 years when this English Version of 'Jain Bharati' is reaching your
hands. English is the international language and the lack of standard publication of Digambar
tradition in this language, has been the vital cause of unadequate informations about Jainism in the
ouler world. However, the present book will nourish the mind of the sincere readers with the
nectar of the four Anuyogas (Expositions) of the Jain literature serially and thus they will be able
to authentically know about the Jain philosophy in nutshell at one place.

It is very true that at some places, the principles along with the language containing
characteristic Jinistic terms is not that much easy to be understood and also to be translated,
however, Dr. N.L. Jain (Rewa), a renowned scholar of the country, took up this work and used
his talent to translate 'Jain Bharati' into Enlish. He efficiently performed the task but firstly
when we elaborately discussed the translated text in the Chaturmas of the year 2000 at Preet
Vihar-Delhi, I noticed that he had not given the characterisic terms of Jainology in the text at
many places but only their translated versions had been given. Pujya Ganini Shri Gyanmati
Mataji and myself were strongly of the opinion that characteristic terms like Ratnatraya,
Samyakdarshan, Tirthankar, Moksha etc. should certainly be there as such, no matter their
English explanations follow them. The fact s that different translators can translate a particular
term differently because there are no standarized terms in English as they are in the original
texts of Prakrit, Sanskrit or Hindi. Thus when we give the original term along with the translated
version, any reader can understand the heart of Jainism.
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The second observation was the translation of the proper noun, which appeared to mis-
interpret the meaning at many places. I will later explain it with examples.

Dr. Jain was convinced with our talks and he accepted to add the original terms, wherever
needed. He did the same and after some months, he returned the final matter to us after doing
the necessary corrections.

In the meantime, Pujay Gyanmati Mataji decided for the development of Prayag Tirth, the
land of Decksha (Initiation) & Kevalgyan (Omniscience) of the first Tirthankar Lord Rishabhdev.
The whole sangh proceeded for the same and the period of about six years gradually became
immersed into various glorious landmarks for the Jain history such as-Construction of "Tirthankar
Rishabhdev Tapasthali’ at Prayag (Allahabad-U.P.); Grand 'Vishwa Shanti Mahavir Vidhan'at
Delhi; Establishment of marvellous Nandyavart Mahal Tirth' at Kundalpur (Nalanda)-the
birthplace of the 24th Tirthankar I.ord Mahavir; publications of 'Lord Mahavir Hindi-English
Jain Dictionary' & 'Kundalpur Abhinandan Grantha'; 'Ganini Pramukh Shri Gyanmati Mataji
Aryika Deecksha Golden Anniversary Celebration'; Publication of 'Ganini Gyanmati Gaurav
Grantha'and so on. Virtually, there was no time to concentrate on the contents of Jain-Bharati.

However, again the work was taken in hand and a thorough study of all the four expositions
of the book was done in some months. Sanghastha Brahmacharini Km. Swati Jain, M.Sc.
(Biosciences) co-operated me fully in the same. Prof. Teeckam Chand Jain-Delhi stayed at
Jamboodweep-Hastinapur from 13th July to 21st July 2006 and all of us together made the
corrections, however at various places the terms used by Dr. N.L. Jain were found quite satisfactory.

I want to refer one major trend used by Dr. N.L. Jain, that is of the translation of the
proper noun. You see some examples—

Cakravarti —Wheel Turning Monarchs
Anangal.avana —Trouble Shooter for cupid
Madanankusa —Control over cupid
Bhanu-karpa —Shining-ear

Vibhisana —Fierce

Candranakha —Moon-shaped nails
Nilanjana —Blue Eyed

Bhadrasala —Specific tree
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Panduka —Yellow-coloured

Khara —Rough or Solid section

Panka —Muddy section

Moksa Pahuda —Basket of Salvation

Siddhacakra Yantra —Mystical diagrams of the salvation-wheel
Pundarika —White Lotus

Dhavala —Luminous

Jai-Dhavala —Victorious Luminous

Bhutbali —Oblated by demons

Syadvada-Candrika

—Moonlight of Relativism

Jayamala —Garland of Victory

Stanita Kumara —Thundering youth

Satara —Abode of the Hundred-faceted
Sahasrara —Abode of the Thousand-faceted
Anata —Abode of the Bent

Sukla Dhyana —White meditation

Vairocana —Demon

Arci-malint —Flame-garland

A number of other examples can also be quoted but in essence, I want to only point-out
that a particular name either of any person or of any book or of any objectis only the denomination
and not essentially the explanation of its qualities. A lady named Candranakha is not supposed
to have moon-shaped nails necessarily, Nilanjana is not always blue-eyed and so on. That's
why we had to go through the whole text again to delete all such experiments.

The next important issue to be quoted, is of the use of the words 'Monks' & 'Nuns' for
Digambar Jain Sadhus and Aryikas. The world 'Monk' means 'Bhikshuka’ which is the specific
word in the tradition of Buddhists, while 'Nun' word is specifically related with Christian
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world so I wish to say for all the translators of Ancient Digambar Jain scriptures into Enlish
that they should either use the word 'Muni' or 'Digambar Jain Sadhu’ of 'Jain-Saint’ (because
Saint is a general word for a Sadhu) or 'Acharya’, whatever is applicable at the place of the word
'Monk'. Similarly, the word 'Aryika’ or Jain female ascetic' of Jain sadhvi' should be used at
the place of the word 'Nun'. We have to keep in mind always that we are practising the words of
the Venerable Omniscient Lord Jinendra Dev so we have not to serve the food only rather we
have to maintain the standard & dignity also. I am of the view that we should collectively decide
some standard words for characteristic original terms of Jain Philosophy, so that whatever
translation or writing work is performed in English, similarity is observed all-around.

To sum-up my few words, 1, at first, want to anowledge the contribution of Dr. N.L. Jain
for translating the contents of Jain-Bharati into English with efficiency. He converted the long
sentences of Hindi into smaller sentences of English to render the same meaning.

The correction of Prathmanuyog was completed by me & Swati during the chaturmas of
Kundalpur (Nalanda) in the year 2004 and the work on Karnanuyog was going on, however, as
indicated before, due to various other important engagements, we had to postpone the work. In
the year 2006, we again started it and in the mid-time, Prof. Teckam Chand Jain also joined us.
We discussed the Charnanuyog & Dravyanuog and then Karnanuyog to settle the appropriate
corrections. Later Km. Swati read each & every word of the matter to incorporate all the
corrections, did proof-reading & setting etc. of the final matter. She did hard-work from July
2006 to Jan. 2007 to complete the work on 26th Jan. 2007. When the final matter came in hand,
it appeared to be a great cause of satisfaction.

Ibless km. Swati to progress in Knowledge and Charitra day by day. My hearty blessings
are also there for Prof. Teekam Chand Jain-Delhi, a renowned scholar of Jain Samaj, who gave
his time and also his valuable suggestions in the correction of the matter by staying at
Jamboodweep-Hastinapur.

At last, I pay my humble & sincere reverence to Pujya Ganini Pramukh Shri Gyanmati
Mataji, who has greatly obliged all of us by giving the essence of Jain-Agam in the form of
‘Jain-Bharati’. We could not complete the present English translation without her blessings and
guidance at a number of places.

Trikal Vandami in the holy feet of Pujya Mataji.

Heckeckskkek



JAIN BHARATI-THE GUIDE BOOK OF JAINISM

—Brahmacharini Km. Swati Jain (Sanghastha)

M.Sc. (Biosciences)-University of Roorkee

Jain-Bharati is the scripture, which can truely be called as the Guide-Book of the Jain
Philosophy because it is presenting all its 4 Anuyogs i.e. Prathmanuyog, Karananuyog,
Charnanuyog & Dravyanuyog in proper proportions. Its translation into English will be proved
much more important because it will serve as the authentic source of the informations about
Digambar Jain tradition, the need of which was being firmly experienced in the world of Indian
& foreign academicians.

I was first introduced with the English version of Jain Bharati during the charturmas of
the year 2000 at Preet Vihar-Delhi, when Dr. N.L. Jain came there for the discussion over the
first English draft of the book with Pujay Pragyashramani Aryika Shri Chandnamati Mataji. At
that time, Pujya Mataji directed me also to sit in the discussions. Two major issues emerged
during the process-use of particular Jain terms in original and no translation of proper noun.
However, Dr. Jain corrected the draft in some months, yet there remained a number of mistakes
by our point of view. So, it was essential to go through the whole matter again.

It is very true that writing something originally is comparatively easier rather than to
correct the written matter of the other because every person is having own norms and styles.
Due to other important engagements, it did-not become possible for us to work on Jain-Bharati
but during the year 2006, long sittings were done for it. I noticed that Dr. Jain has translated the
contents very finely and like the Hindi version, even a person, completely unknown about the
Jain-philosophy, can grasp the heart of Jain principles by reading it. I did the work under the
guidance of Pujya Ganini Shri Gyanmati Mataji & Pujya Aryika Shri Chandnamati Mataji and
after the complete reading, correction & proof-reading etc. the final matter is reaching your
hands.

In this perspective, I want to share one of my sincere thought with all of you. Whatever
has been said by Lord Jinendra Dev is the ultimate truth, which has been delivered to us by
Gandhar devas and then by ancient Jainacharyas through ancient scriptures.

If we see the other side, the development by the modern science & technology is also
introducing itself to the whole world most remarkably. Then, what to do? If we should accept
the principles stated by the Lord even when we can-not testify them or we should fully tune
ourselves on the line of modern science, which is present before us with full proofs. This may
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be a sincere query in the minds of many youngesters. Although, the latter option is the most
approachable for all of us, yet we have to accept that modern science is not complete in itself.
Completeness lies with the soul who has attained Omniscience, the topmost science and the
words of that complete soul are complete only, no matter, we can realize them or not.

Thus, we have to be guided by the norms stated by Jinendradev and should be fully
convinced about what he has said. We can never be beyond the intellectuals of the past-times.
Modern Science has progressed beyond imagination in the world of mattergy or Pudgala, but it
has complete silence over the issue of 'Soul' and that's why we have to take shelter with the
greatest scientist of the soul i.e. Lord Jinendra. We have to utilize our intellect, if any, for
dispersing the principles of the Lord in such a way that masses get attracted towards them. We
have not to question whether Sumeru mountain, heavens or hells are there or not, yes! they are
there because the Omniscient Lord has seen them.

Late Pt. Sumer Chand Diwakar, Barister Champat Rai Jain and many others utilized their
pen & intellect for glorifying the everlasting 'Jain Shasan' and not for questioning the same.
May all of us be showered with such a divine mode of mind & body as to popularize this stream
of Non-violence & compassion in the whole word.

With sincere reverence in the holy feet of Pujya Ganini Pramukh Shri Gyanmati Mataji
and Pujya Aryika Shri Chandnamati Mataji, who have bestowed the best gift of Jainism in my
life, T heartily wish for the great success of JAINA BHARATI (English) in its aim.

Heckeckskkek



SECTTION-1

PRATHAMANUYOGA

EXPOSITION OF BIOGRAPHIES ]

YeMIARTRIE aRkd qrvmfy quy |
SitrrfRifer, siefa aer ' =0

Prathamanuyogamarthakhyanam Caritam Puranamapi Punyama.
Bodhisamadhinidhanam  Bodhati Bodhah  Samicinah. (1)

“The right knowledge (Samyagjnana) cognises those scriptures in the form of
Prathamanuyoga (Exposition of Biographies) which deal with (1) the four principal pursuits
(Purusarthas) of religion (Dharma), riches (Artha), desires (Kama) and liberation (Moksa) as
the objects of acquiring ultimate goal, (2) the stories based on great personalities, (3) biographies
of sixty three great personages (63 Salaka purusas) and (4) stories leading to influx of sacred
(Punya) earning karmas and which are the treasures of Ratnatraya (Right faith, knowledge and
conduct) and (5) supreme equanimity (Samadhi) through meditation. In others words, the
exposition of biographies is the group of texts which deals with the four principal pursuits and
biographies of great men.”



(2) Prathamanuyoga Vira Jnanodaya Granthamala

CYCLIC ARRANGEMENT OF THE UNIVERSE

There are two divisions of time in the form of Evolution (Utasarpini) and Devolution
(Avasarpini) epochs in the Aryan section of Bharata region of Jambudvipa. The epoch, in which
the life-span of human and sub-human beings, their body-height and prosperity etc. are gradually
decreasing, is called Devolution (Avasarpini) epoch. In contrast, there is gradually increasing
order in the above properties in the Evolution (Utsarpini) epoch. The duration of devolution
period is 10 crore x crore (Koda-Kod1) Sagaras consisting of many Palya years (These units will
be detailed in the Section 2 of this book). The duration of Evolution period is also the same. Both
of these epochs combined make up a Kalpakala (Acon) with a total duration of 20 crore x crore
(20 x10'") Sagaras. Each of the epoch of the Devolution and Evolution has six spokes or divisions.

Six Divisions or Spokes of Devolution Epoch (of time)

The six spokes of the Devolution epoch are : (1) Extreme plentitude (Susama - Susama),
(2) Plentitude (Susama), (3) Plentitude-cum-Penury (Susama - Dusama), (4) Penury-cum-
Plentitude (Dusama - Susama) (5) Penury (Dusama) and (6) Extreme penury (Dusama - Dusama).
The Evolution epoch also has six spokes which are in the reverse order of these six ones. The
word, ‘sama’ means division of time. The prefixes ‘Su’ and ‘Du’ mean good and bad respectively.
Thus, etymologically, the terms ‘Susama’ and ‘Dusama’ signify the ‘good time’ and ‘bad-
time’. Both these epochs run a revolving cycle of time like the dark & bright half of the months.
They undergo a cycle starting from Devolution epoch followed by Evolution epoch and so on.

Out of these six, the first spoke of extreme plentitude (Susama-Susama) has a duration of
four crore X crore Sagaras (4 x 10" Sagaras). The second spoke has a duration of three crore x crore
Sagaras. The third spoke has a duration of two crore x crore Sagaras. The fourth spoke has a
duration of one crore x crore Sagaras less by forty two thousand years (i.e. 1 crore x crore
Sagaras—42000 years). The fifth spoke has a duration of 21000 years and the sixth spoke also
has a duration of 21000 years.

Changes of The Six Spokes of Time

(a) The First Spoke of Extreme Plentitude : In the first spoke of extreme plentitude,
the land is devoid of sands, smoke, fire, ice and thorns etc. There are no deficient-sensed
beings (Vikalatraya-having two, three or four senses) like conch, scorpion, ant, flies etc. during
this epoch. There are divine sands and pleasantly smelling soil. There are five coloured grasses
having a height of four Angulas (~ 5 cm.). There are many small water tanks (Vapis), full of
clean water with lotuses surrounded by groves of trees. There are high mountains, superb
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palaces and the earth with saphire gems (Indranila mani). There are very charming rivers
graced with gem-like sand. There are no non-instinctive (Asanjni, without Mana) and mutually
opponent beings. There is no difference of day and night there. There is no heat, cold or
darkness during this spoke. There are also no bad habits (Vyasanas) of enjoying other’s wives
and wealth etc. During this spoke, the men are born in pairs (a male and a female). They have
auspicious marks like Tila etc. and conch, wheel etc. on their bodies. They are devoid of the
difference of master and servant. Their body height is 6000 Dhanusas (~three Kosas or
~ 6 miles or ~ 10 kms.). They have a life-span of three Palyas (uncountable years). The men
and women living during this spoke have two hundred and fifty six bones in the backside of
their body. Their bodies do neither excrete urine nor facces. They have good smelling respirations.
The colour of their body is like heated gold. Their body configuration is Samacaturasra
(symmetrical) and their bone joints are adamantinely nailed and wrapped i.e. Vajravrsabhanaraca
Samhanana. The strength of everybody is equivalent to 9000 elephants. During this spoke,
there is no other family member except the male and female born in pair. There are no villages
and towns etc. during this spoke. There are only ten kinds of Kalpa-vrksas (wish-fulfilling
trees) which offer the mentally desired materials to these pairs.

The Names of The Wish-fulfilling Trees (Kalpa-vrksas)
There are ten classes of wish-fulfilling trees during the first spoke which are as below :
ey Drinks - supplying Trees (Pananga)

2) Musical instruments supplying trees  (Turyanga)

3) Ornament-supplying trees (Bhusananga)
€)) Dress-supplying trees (Vastranga)
4) Food-supplying trees (Bhojananga)
6) Residence-supplying trees (Alayanga)
) Light-supplying trees (Dipanga)

) Vessels - supplying trees (Bhajananga)
C)) Garland-supplying trees (Malanga)

(10)  Lustre-supplying trees (Jyotiranga)
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The class of drinks-supplying trees ofter the thirty two kinds of sweet, tasty and nutritious
six-taste drinks to the people of the lands of enjoyments (Bhoga-bhtimis). The musical instrument-
supplying trees offer different kinds of musical instruments like - violin, drum, kettle-drum and
timbal etc. The Ornament supplying trees offer various kinds of ornaments like - bracelet,
necklace and waist-band etc. The dress-supplying trees supply the dresses made of China silk,
general silk and other kinds of fibres. The food supplying trees supply sixteen kinds of foods,
sixteen kinds of condimented foods, fourteen kinds of pulses, one hundred eight kinds of solid
edibles, three hundred sixty three kinds of tasty materials and sixty three kinds of juices. The
residence supplying trees provide sixteen kinds of residential buildings with different shapes
like Svastika and Nandyavarta etc. The light-supplying trees supply the lamp-like lights through
the branches, sprouts, shoots, fruits and flowers etc. of the trees. The vessels supplying trees
offer small pitcher with aneck and a spout (Jhari), pitcher (Gagara), sacred water pot (Kalasa), fly
whisk (Camara) and seats (Asana) etc. made of gold etc. The garland supplying trees offer
garlands made of sixteen thousand types of flowers grown in creepers, climbers, clusters and trees
etc. The lusture - supplying trees supply shines equivalent to the rays of the crores of suns in the
mid-day and subjugate the shines of constellations, suns and moons etc.

These wish-fulfilling trees are neither plants (vegetation) nor any peripatetic deities.
However, their specificity is that they offer the fruits of the sacred karmas of the living beings
despite their being of the nature of earth (Prthvikayika).

Pleasure etc. in The Lands of Enjoyment (Bhogabhiimis)

The paired couples, in the lands of enjoyment, receive the materials offered by the wish-
fulfilling trees and proteate themselves in many kinds of body (i.e. Vikriya—assuming different
body forms) and enjoy the various types of sensuals. They have an intake of food equivalent to
the size of plum on every fourth day. These pairs do not have accidental or sudden death
(Kadalighata Marana) and they enjoy pleasures infinite-times more than the Cakravartis. The
males of the lands of enjoyment are more beautiful than the Lords of deities (Indra) in the
heavens. The women there, are beautiful like the angels or nymphs.

Ornaments in the Lands of Enjoyment
There are sixteen ornaments of males in the lands of enjoyment. They are given below :
(1) Ear-rings (2)  Necklace (Hara)

3) Bracelet (for arms) (4)  Specific bracelet (Kataka)
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(5) Tworings (6) Sword
(7) Knife (8)  Anklets (Nupura)
9) Plate on forchead (Bhalapatta) (10) Bracelet for upper arm
(11)  Neck ornament (12) Pendant pearl ornament (Pralamba)
(13)  Sacred thread (Brahmasutra) (14) Ear-ornament made from flowers
(15)  Crown on the head (Mukuta) (16) Waist-band (Mekhala)

There are fourteen ornaments for females in the lands of enjoyment. They do not have
sword and knife out of the above sixteen. Hence, they have only fourteen ornaments.

Causes of Birth in the Lands of Enjoyment

The human and sub-human beings (Tiryancas) are born in the lands of enjoyments. Despite
the fact that they have wrongful volitions (Mithyatva), the human beings, who are weak passioned,
renouncers of meat and honey etc., loyally devoted to the qualities of virtuous men or offering
food to the possessionless (Nirgrantha) saints who weaken their body by fasting and approvers
of such activities as animals etc. - are also born in the lands of enjoyment. Many such right-
faithed beings (Samyagdrsti) also take birth there who have bonded human life-span karma in
their earlier birth but later who have acquired the destructional right faith (Ksayika samyaktva)
near Tirthankaras.

Some ignorant persons leave the Jina guise and offer various types of donations to the
heretics (kulingis) involving themselves in deceitful practices. Such people are born as subhuman
beings in the lands of enjoyment.

When the life-span of the human and subhuman beings of the lands of enjoyment has to
last only for nine months, the women conceive and there is birth of a pair of children-a male and
a female at a time when the death of the parents is nearby. In other words, the parents die just
after giving birth to a new pair. The males die with a sneeze and the females die with yawning.
Their dead bodies immediately disappear totally like the autumn clouds.

Where they are born after death

After death, the human and subhuman beings of the lands of enjoyment are reborn in the
triad of mansional (Bhavanavasi), peripatetic (Vyantara) or astral (Jyotiska) deities if they are
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wrong-faithed (Mithyadrsti). However, if they are right-faithed, they take rebirth in the first
two heavens (Saudharma & Aisana).

The Growth of The Newly-born Pair in the Lands of Enjoyment

On birth in the lands of enjoyment, the newly born pairs spend their first three days in
sucking their thumbs on the birth- bed. Afterwards. they begin sitting, wavering movement,
regular movement, learning of arts and crafts, acquiring youthhood and capacity of acquiring
righteousness. Each of this development stage takes place in three days each. In other words,
the pair becomes fully young and skilled in all kinds of arts by acquiring seven kinds of
capacities as above in twenty-one days.

Causes of Righteousness (Samyaktva)

The living beings of the lands of enjoyment can acquire righteousness or right faith through
many factors like (1) Memory of the past life (Jatismarana), (2) Address by the deities (3) Listening
to the sermons of the saints with supernatural powers (Rddhidhari Munis) and the like. However,
they can not have the vows and restraints related with the normal votaries (Sravakas).

Sub-human Beings Born in the Lands of Enjoyment

Many kinds of pairs of five- sensed subhuman beings are born in the lands of enjoyment.
They are as below :

(1) Cow, (2) Lion, (3) Elephant, (4) Crocodile,
(5) Pig, (6) Deer, (7) Buffalo, (8) Monkey,
(9) Tiger, (10) Leopard, (11) Jackal, (12) Bear,
(13) Cock, (14) Parrot, (15) Pigeon, (16) Swan
and the like.

They are mutually amicable, compassionate and weak-passioned. The land-moving animals
like tiger etc. and sky moving birds like pigeon etc. have their foods in the form of divine
grasses devoid of non-vegetarian foods.

As the time passes, the height of the body, life-span, strength, prodigy and radiance etc. of
the living beings of this first spoke of four crore x crore Sagaras have a gradual decrement.
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(b) The Second Spoke of Plentitude : With the above kinds of gradual decrements in
various spheres, the second spoke named as Susama (Plentitude) begins. In the beginning of
this spoke of time, the body height of men is 4000 Dhanusas (2 kosas or ~ 4 miles or ~ 6 kms.),
their life-span is two Palya and the colour of their body is white like the moon. They have two
hundred twenty eight bones in the back-side of their body. They have a beautiful symmetrical
body. They have a food-intake equivalent to the weight and size of Belleric myrabolan (Baheda)
every third day.

The pair- born children in this spoke suck their thumbs for five days on their birth-bed.
Afterwards, they spend five days each during the processes of sitting, wavering movement,
steady movement, acquirement of learning of arts etc., youthhood and capacity for acquiring
righteousness. Besides these specifics, the other descriptions of the living beings born in this
spoke are similar to those described in case of the spoke of extreme plentitude. The duration of
this second spoke is three crore x crore Sagaras. As it moves, the height, strength, prodigy,
life-span and radiance etc. of the living beings there gradually decrease.

(c) The Third Spoke of Plentitude-cum-Penury : After the passing away of
three crore x crore Sagara years, the third spoke of time - Susama - Dusama commences.
It has a duration of two crore x crore Sagaras. In the beginning of this spoke, the height of
men is 2000 Dhanusas (1 kosa or ~ 2 miles or ~ 3.2 kms.). Their life-span is one Palya
and the body colour is white like the Priyangu fruit. The number of bones in the back-side
of males and females of this spoke is sixty four. All the human have symmertical body.
They have food - intake equivalent to the size and weight of a Myrabolan (Amla) every
alternate day.

The pair of infants born during this spoke have a seven-days system. They suck their
thumbs for seven days while on birth bed. Afterwards, they have each process of seven days
duration like sitting, wavering movement, steady movement, acquirement of learnings, youthhood
and capacity for being righteous. Every stage requires seven days for completion. Besides
these specifics, the rest of the description about the pairs in this spoke is similar to that of the
first spoke.

During all these three spokes of time, there are the lands of enjoyment and there are no
thieves, enemies, six-occupations like weaponry and writing etc., cold, heat, hurricanes and
rains etc. The period of three spokes are respectively known as the maximal (Uttama), medial
(Madhyama) and minimal (Jaghanya) lands of enjoyment.
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Birth of Kulakaras (Patriarchs, Family Founders)

The third spoke of devolution epoch was running in the Aryan section of this Bharata region.
The Patriarchs or Kulakaras (Family founders, Fthical founders) begin to be born when there remains
the time-span of only one-eighth part (1/8th) of Palyopama (uncountable years) in the completion of
this third spoke with gradual decrease in age, body height, prodigy, strength and radiance etc.

The first patriarch was ‘Pratisruti’ and his wife was named as ‘Svayamprabha’. His
body-height was 1800 Dhanusas,D (0.9 kosas or ~ 1.8 miles or ~ 2.988 kms) and his life span
was one-tenth of a Palya. During his period, people of the lands of enjoyment saw the rising of
moon in the eastern direction on the evening of the fifteenth day of the bright half of Asadha
(June-July) and the setting of the Sun in the west. The residents of the lands of enjoyment
thought, “This is an accidental calamity on us’, and they got terrified with fear. During that
period, ‘Prati$ruti’ was the most impressive and benefactor patriarch. He was counted as the
most intelligent due to being clairvoyant by the latency of the earlier births. The enjoyment-
landers approached him and enquired him of this calamity.

He said to the people, “O gentlemen, whatever you are seeing in the sky, are the planets
named as Sun and Moon. The beams of rays of the lustre-producing wish-fulfilling trees have
gone feeble due to passage of time. Hence, these planets have become visible. They are always
moving in the sky but they were not visible by now as their lustre was subdued by the lustre-
producing wish-fulfilling trees. You do not be afraid of them”.

The words of ‘Pratisruti’ convinced the people and they offered their respects to him.
They eulogised him and worshipped him.

After the patriarch Pratisruti left for heavenly abode and after the lapse of a period of
eightieth part of a Palya (1/80 P), the second partriarch ‘Sanmati’ was born. He had a golden
shine. His body was 1300 D high and he had a life-span of numerable years equivalent to
‘Amama’ unit of time. In his times, the lustre-producing wish-fulfilling trees became virtually
extinct. When the people saw that the setting of sun leads to darkness and the star- world has
appeared causing dim light, they thought, “The darkness and dim light seem to be the signs of
an unprecedented and fierce calamity.” They got worried and came to the patriarch Sanmati and
requested him to safeguard them. Sanmati, then, assured them and said, “The darkness and the
stars have become visible due to the extinction of lustre-producing wish-fulfilling trees. You need
not be worried due to them. They were always there, but they were not visible due to the extreme
radiance of these trees. These planets, stars, asterisms (Naksatras) and Sun-Moon elc. are always
circumambulating the Sumeru Mountain in Jambudvipa. The people were convinced by the words
of the patriarch. They became fearless and began offering him their respects and worship.
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After the departure of the second patriarch for heaven and with a lapse of an interval of
innumerable crores of years, the third patriarch, Ksemankara, was born in this Bharata region.
He was 800 D high, and he had a life span of ‘Atata’ (a larger time unit). He was golden in
colour. His wife was ‘Sunanda’. During his period, the five-sensed sub-human beings like
tigers etc. got cruel. Being afraid of them, the people went to the patriarch and requested,
‘O patriarch, these animals, whom we used to nurse in our laps, seem to kill us now with their
horns without any cause. They are getting us afraid by opening and showing their cruel jaws to
us. What should we do now ?°

The patriarch said, “O gentlemen, you should not rely on them, You should leave their
company. They have become denatured due to the deflection in time.” Thus, the people got
away from the company of animals with horns and jaws. They began keeping the company of
animals like cows and buffaloes etc. who were calm and quite.

After the the third patriarch departed to heaven and on the lapse of an interval of innumerable
crores of years, the fourth patriarch-Ksemandhara was born. He was the leader of gentlemen.
He had a life-span of ‘Tutika’ years (a large time unit) and he was 775 D high. He was golden
coloured. His wife was Vimala. During his time, the cruel animals like tigers etc. began eating
the flesh of human beings. The patriarch instructed the enjoyment landers to keep sticks and
rods etc. to safeguard themselves from these cruel animals.

After his heavenly departure and after a lapse of an interval of innumerable crores of
years, the fifth patriarch -Simankara was born due to the good fortunes of the people. He had
a life-span of ‘Kamala’ years. He was 750 D high. He was golden in colour. His wife was
Manohari. During his period, the wish-fulfilling trees got scanty and they also began offering
small amounts of fruits (desired objects) etc. This caused agitation in the minds of the people.
When the patriarch saw the peoples’ plight this way, he fixed the limits of supplies from the
wish-fulfilling trees and avoided the rivalry and friction among the people.

Penological System of the Lands of Enjoyment

The five patriarchs, as above, had a penological system of penalising the crimes of enjoyment
landers through the words, ‘Alas, Alas, (Ha) you have done abad deed!” (Ha-Kara). By listening
to these words only, the people got careful not to do any criminal acts again.

After the the fifth patriarch departed to heaven, and after the lapse of an interval of innu-
merable crores of years, the sixth patriarch -*Simandhara’ was born. He had a life-span of
‘Nalina’ years. He was 725 D high. His wife was Yasodhara. During his period, the number of
wish-fulfilling trees were reduced sufficiently and their power of supply also became scanty. This
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led to regular quarrels among the enjoyment landers. In response, the sixth kulakara marked the
boundaries for the wish-fulfilling trees through many other trees and small bushes etc.

After his life ended and a lapse of an interval of innumerable crores of years, the seventh
kulakara -Vimala Vahana was born. He had a life-span of ‘Padma’ years. He was 700 D high.
He was golden coloured. His wife was ‘Sumati’. During his period, the people were facing the
problem of moving to and fro. On approaching the patriarch, he advised them to tame the
animals and use them as means of transport by riding over them. Thus people could control the
elephants, horses and other animals by the use of iron hooks (Ankusa) and saddles (Palana) etc.

After the heavenly departure of the seventh patriarch and a lapse of an interval of innumerable
crores of years, the eighth patriarch-Caksusman was born. He was 675D high. He had a life
span of ‘Padmanga’ years. His wife was ‘Dharini’. The enjoyment landers before his times
were not able to see the face of their newly born pair of children because the parents died as
soon as the pairs were born. However, they began dying after seeing the face of their new-born
pair for amoment. This was a new fact. They became afraid of this phenomena. They turned to
their patriarch. He advised them that the newly-borns are their children. You see their full-
moon-like beautiful faces and enjoy them. Thus, the enjoyment-landers began to die after seeing
the faces of their children.

After the eighth patriarch departed to heaven and after a lapse of an interval of crores of
years, the ninth patriarch - Yasasvana’ was born. He had a life-span of ‘Kumuda’ years. He
was 650 D high. His wife was named ‘Kantimala’. During his times, he advised people to name
their children and hold festivity on this occasion. The emjoyment-landers began naming their
children, blessed them and died after some time.

After the heavenly departure of the ninth patriarch and a lapse of an interval of crores of
yeas, the tenth patriarch-Abhicandra was born. He had a life-span of ‘Kumudanga’ years. He
was 625 D high. His wife was ‘Sridevi’. He instructed how to check and control the weeping or
crying of the children. He advised people, “‘you show the children the moon in the sky in the
night and cause them to play and teach them how to speak. You protect them carefully.” On the
basis of his advice, the enjoyment-landers began to behave with their children as advised by the
patriarch. They began dying after such treatment with their children.

Penology During the Period of Sixth to Tenth Patriarchs

The above five patriarchs (6th -10th) advised the greedy people and prescribed the penal
system of ‘Alas-ness’ and ‘Don’tdo-ness’ (Ha-kara and Ma-kara). They did use the following
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sadness - expressing and injunctory words in penalty, “Alas, you have done a bad deed. Do not
do this next time’. The people did not repeat crimes on the basis of these words.

After the heavenly departure of the tenth patriarch and a lapse of an interval of crores of
years, the eleventh patriarch - Candrabha was born. His life-span was ‘Nayuta’ years. He was
600 D high. His wife was ‘Prabhavati’. During his period, extreme cold, frostfall and hurricanes
began to appear in the horizon. The people felt pains due to cold air and they could not see the
astral world of moon etc. due to its obscuration by the frost. They approached the patriarch who
advised them, “the land of action is appearing and the land of enjoyment is gradually dis-
appearing. It is the effect of the change of time. The frost will disappear by the rays of the sun.”
On listening to this advice, the enjoyment-landers began to get away from cold by the rays of
the sun and began to live with their children for some time before their death.

After the heavenly departure of the eleventh patriarch - Candrabha and after a lapse of
suitable interval of time later, the twelfth Kulakara - Marudeva was born. He had a life-span of
‘Nayutanga’ years. He was 575 D high. His wife was ‘Satya’. During his period, the clouds
began raining with lightening and thunders. The people got afraid of seeing the muddy water
flowing in rivers, not seen before. They approached Marudeva. He told them that there are
divisions of time and the period of land of action (Karmabhumi) is fast approaching. He advised
them, ““You cross the rivers by boats, climb the mountains by constructing steps towards them
and use umbrella etc. during rains to safeguard yourself.” On the advise of the patriarch, people
began to live with their children. They began crossing the rivers, climbing the mountains and
safeguarding themselves with umbrella ete. during rains.

(According to Harivansa Purana (p.144), firstly the pair of children was born in the
lands of enjoyment, but Marudeva begot a son named Prasenajita just to alleviate the process of
birth in pairs. Before this period, the enjoyment landers had no sweating on body. But the body of
Prasenajita looked beautiful with the drops of sweat. The patriarch Marudeva also started the
system of marriage and got Prasenjita married with a girl of a prominent family. After enjoying a
life-span of 1/10’ Palya, Marudeva went to heaven after death. On his heavenly departure, his son
Prasenjita became the thirteenth patriarch. He gave birth to a son named Nabhiraja with a life-span
of one crore Purva. He was the fourteenth patriarch. He started the custom of cutting the navel -
ductofnewly born children after birth. Prasenajita died after enjoying a life-span of 1/10" Palya).

After the heavenly departure of twelfth patriarch and a lapse of a suitable interval of time,
the thirteenth patriarch - Prasenajita was born when the period of land of action was just
approaching slowly. He had a life-span of one Purva. He was 550 D high. His wife was
‘Abhimati’. During his period, the children were born with placental covering.
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“What is this ?”’ cried the people.

They got afraid of this phenomena and approached their patriarch. He advised them to
remove away the placental-covering. On his advice, after the removal of placental-covering the
people began to safeguard their children with efforts.

Itis only after this period that the fourteenth patriarch Nabhiraja was born. He had a life-
span of one crore Purva. He was 525 D high. His wife was ‘Marudevi’. During his times, the
navel-duct of children used to be longer. He, therefore, advised the people to cut away this
navel-duct. The enjoyment landers followed his advise. During the period of this fourteenth
patriarch, the wish-fulfilling trees got totally disappeared, the clouds began thundering and
raining and many kinds of medicinal and grain plants began to be seen growing on the earth
naturally. Slowly, the grains and plants grew without sowing all round the earth. The people did
not understand their use and got worried due to pains of hunger on disappearance of the wish-
fulfilling trees. They approached the patriarch Nabhiraja and said, “O patriarch, how could we
sustain ourselves without the wish-fulfilling trees. We have become helpless and unfortunate.
Please tell us what are the edibles and what are the non-edibles out of the trees, branches,
sprouts, fruits and seeds etc. which have started growing on the earth?”

Nabhiraja listened to them calmly and then, said, ‘O, gentlemen, the trees are suitable for you
but toxic trees are not suitable for you. You eat the grains, have milk from cows and drink it. There
are trees of sugarcane. Peel them through your teeth or machine and drink their sweet juice.”

Thus, Nabhiraja pointed out many methods of sustaining the life and livelihood of the
people and made them happy. He also gave them some vessels made from clay on the temples
of the elephants and also taught them how to do so. During the period of Nabhiraja, the wish-
fulfilling trees got totally disappeared. It was only Nabhiraja who was the true benefactor of the
people. He was, thus, serving the people like the wish-fulfilling trees. (Please see Table-1 for
details of patriarchs in the end of this book and Table-Numerable Time Units for details about
time units in section two of this book)*.

1. Tiloypannatti-mentions the life-span of patriarchs in terms of one-tenth, one-hundredth
etc. of Palya and their interval in terms of one-cightieth, one-eight hundredth etc. of Palya. In
contrast, Mahapurana has mentioned the life-span of the first patriarch as one-tenth of Palya. The
life-span of later patriarchs has been stated to be in time units of Amama, Atata etc. Similarly, their
interval has also been mentioned in terms of innumerable and numerable crores of years etc. These
views have been elaborated in Table-1 in the end of this book. The time units are defined in section-
2 on Exposition of Cosmology and Sciences (Karananuyoga) of the book.
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Wherefrom Did the Fourteen Patriarchs Arrive

Allthe fourteen patriarchs from the first ‘Pratisruti’ to the fourteenth 'Nabhiraja' were princes
in the royal families of Videha region in their earlier birth. Even before acquiring right faith, they
bonded the life-span of human destinity of the land of enjoyment through sacred-carning deeds
like donation to the worthy persons and practicing various vows in that birth. Afterwards, they
acquired destructional (ksayika) right faith and scriptural knowledge in the vicinity of the Lord
Jinas in Videha region. It is because of all this, that they were born in Bharata region after
completing their life-span there. While many of these patriarchs had the memory of their previous
births, many others had the vision of clairvoyance. That is why, they instructed the beneficial
duties to the people of their own times. They were called ‘Manus’ as they knew the lives of the
people. They were called ‘Kulakaras’ (Patriarchs) because they instructed the people to live
jointly like a family. They were called’ Kuladharas’ (family founders) because they established
many families or lineages. They were also called *Yugadi-purusa’ (First Men of the Epoch).

Penology of Eleventh to Fourteenth Patriarchs

There was the three word penological system in the days of 11"-14™ patriarchs. These
words were—

(1) ‘Ha’ (Alas), (2) ‘Ma’ (Don’t do) and (3) ‘Dhik’ (What a shame, Disdain).

The words mean ‘It is regrettable’, ‘Don’treapeat the crime’ and ‘Shame on you that you
did crime even after instructions’.

THE GREAT PERSONAGES (SALAKA - PURUSAS)

After the Kulakaras, sixty three great personages are born in Bharata region due to its
good fortune. These men are the best of men and renowned world-wide. The sixty three great
personages are known by the following groups :

(1) 24 Tirthankaras (Jaina Lords).

2) 12 Cakravartis (Universal Monarchs, Emperors).
3) 9 Balabhadras.

) 9 Narayanas.

(5) 9 Prati-Narayanas (Anti-Narayanas).
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Bowings to the twenty-four Tirthankaras who were born in Bharata region of Jambudvipa.

They are :

ey
“)
()
(10)
(13)
(16)
(19)

(22)

Rsabhanatha
Abhinandananatha
Suparsvanatha
Sitalanatha
Vimalanatha
Santinatha
Mallinatha

Neminatha

@)
(&)
®)
(1)
(14)
A7)
(20)

(23)

Ajitanatha
Sumatinatha
Candraprabhanatha
Sreyansanatha
Anantanatha
Kunthunatha
Munisuvratanatha

Par$vanatha

3)
©)
€)
(12)
(15)
(18)
ey

(24)

Sambhavanatha
Padmaprabhanatha
Puspandantanatha
Vasupujyanatha
Dharmanatha
Ara/Arahanatha
Naminatha

Vardhamana

They chop off the tree of the world of the liberatable beings (Bhavyas) by the axe of their
knowledge.

Twelve Cakravartis (Universal Monarchs or Emperors)

In Bharata region the following twelve universal monarchs have been born who were the

victors of the six-sections of this earth (Bharata Kshetra) and whose glory pervaded in the

whole universe :

(1) Bharata

(4) Sanatkumara

(7) Ara

(10) Harisena

(2) Sagara
(5) Santi
(8) Subhauma

(11) Jayasena

(3) Maghava
(6) Kunthu
(9) Padma

(12) Brahmadatta
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Nine Balabhadras or Baladevas

There have been the following nine Balabhadras in the Bharata region :

(1) Vijaya (2) Acala (3) Sudharma
(3) Suprabha (5) Sudarsana (6) Nandi
(7) Nandimitra (8) Ramcandra (9) Padma (Baladeva)

Nine Narayanas

There have been nine Narayanas in Bharata region. They are said to be the Visnus. They
are as below :

(1) Triprstha (2) Dvi-prstha (3) Svayambhu
(4) Purusottama (5) Purusa-simha (6) Pundarika
(7) Datta (8) Narayana (Laxmana) (9) SriKrsna

Nine Prati-Narayanas

There have been nine Prati-narayans in the Bharata region. They are as below :

(1) Asvagriva (2) Taraka (3) Meraka
(4) Madhu-kaitabha (5) Nisumbha (6) Bali
(7) Praharana (8) Ravana (9) Jarasandha

All the above are known as 63 great personages.

Lord Rsabhadeva was born to Marudevi, the chief queen of the last patriarch Nabhiraja.
He was admitted as the first Tirthankara as well as the 15" patriarch too. The queen Yasasvati
of Rsabhadeva gave birth to Bharata, who was Cakravarti as well as a patriarch too. Thus, there
has been a tradition of sixteen patriarchs also (as against the tradition of the fourteen one).

Penology of Bharata Cakravarti

During the days of Bharata Cakravarti, people began to err and commit crimes in large
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numbers. The three-word penology could not serve the purpose to check them. He, therefore,
began the system of awarding physical penalties like binding and killing etc.

First Tirthankara in the Third Spoke of Time

When the duration of the third spoke had to last only for 84 lac Purvas, three years and
eight and-a-half months, the chief queen of the last patriarch Maharaja Nabhiraja gave birth to
Lord Rsabha. When Vrsabhadeva became young, his father got him married with two beautiful
girls named Yasasvati and Sunanda with the permission of the Lord of deities (Indra).
Lord Rsabhadeva had one hundred & one sons named Bharata and Bahubali etc. and two
daughters named ‘Brahmi’ and ‘Sundari’. The Lord taught the alphabetical scripts like ‘A, A’
etc. to Brahmi and mathematics of units, tens etc. to Sundari. Afterwards, he made all of his
sons skilled in all kinds of learnings, sacred texts and science of arms etc.

Lord Rsabhadeva became known as Lord Prajapati (Protector of people) because he
instructed the people to earn livelihood by six-fold professions like warriorship, writing work
and agriculture etc. The Lord established a similar system of work in his times as was there in
Videha region. He established three groups of people named as (1) Ksatriyas (Warriors) ,
(2) Vaisyas (Businessmen) and (3) Sudras (Labourers, Menials) . He also started the system of
marriage etc. He instructed about the royal or political system to four persons like Akampana
and others and appointed them on the position of Maharaja (Greatking). It is due to all this that
he was called by the name of Adi-Brahma (The first Creator), Yugadi-purusa (the first
Creator of the era), Vidhata (God) and so on.

Later on, he became a Digambara Muni (naked i.e. possessionless ascetic) to manifest and
attain salvation (from the world). When he got initiated, 4000 kings also got initiated along
with him. But they got demoralized because they could not bear the troubles of hunger and
thirstetc. They, then, started many heretic systems. After some time, Cakravarti Bharata created
anew group in the society by the name of Brahmana. These four groups are called classes or
castes (Varna or Jati) which are prevalent even today.

Lord Rsabhadeva has been followed by twenty three other Tirthankaras from Lord Ajitanatha
to Lord Mahavira making up a series of twenty-four Tirthankaras.

Because of the defect of the epoch of extra-ordinary events (Hundavasarpini),
Lord Rsabhadeva was born in the third spoke. The rest of the Tirthankaras were born in
the fourth spoke.
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(d) Commencement of the Fourth Spoke of Penury-cum-Plentitude

The fourth spoke of time named Dusama-Susama (penury-cum-plentitude) commenced
when three years and eight and-a-half months had elasped after the liberation of Lord
Vrsabhadeva. In the beginning of this spoke, the life-span was one Purva-koti and the number
of bones in the back-side of the body was forty-eight. The height of the body was 525 D. The
duration of this spoke was one koda-kodi Sagara less by forty two thousand years.

After the salvation of Lord Rsabhadeva and after a lapse of fifty-lac crore Sagaras the
second Tirthankara Lord A jitanatha attained liberation. After his salvation and with a gap
of thirty lac crores of Sagaras the third Tirthankara Lord Sambhavanatha attained salvation.
The fourth Tirthankara Lord Abhinandananatha attained salvation with a gap of ten lac
crores of Sagaras after the salvation of Tirthankara I.ord Sambhavanatha. The fifth Tirthankara
Lord Sumatinatha attained salvation with a gap of nine lac crores of Sagaras after the salvation
of the fourth Tirthankara . Afterwards, the sixth Tirthankara Lord Padmaprabhanatha
attained salvation with a gap of ninety thousand crores of Sagaras. This was followed by the
salvation of the seventh Tirthankara Lord Suparsvanatha with a gap of nine thousand
crores of Sagaras. The eigthth Tirthankara Lord Candraprabhanatha attained salvation
after a gap of 900 crore Sagaras.The ninth Tirthankara Lord Puspadantanatha attained
salvation after a gap of ninety crore Sagaras. The tenth Tirthankara Lord Sitalanatha attained
salvation after a gap of nine crore Sagaras. The eleventh Tirthankara Lord Sreyansanatha
attained salvation after a gap of 3373900 Sagaras (or after one crore Sagaras less by sixty six
lac twenty six thousand hundred Sagaras). This followed the salvation of the twelfth Tirthankara
Lord Vasupiijyanatha after a gap of 54 Sagaras. The thirteenth Tirthankara Lord
Vimalanatha attained salvation after a gap of thirty Sagaras. After a lapse of nine Sagaras, the
fourteenth Tirthankara Lord Anantanatha attained salvation. The fifteenth Tirthankara
Lord Dharmanatha attained salvation with a gap of four Sagaras after it. The sixteenth
Tirthankara Lord Santinatha attained salvation with a gap of three Sagaras less by 3/4 Palya
after the salvation of his predecessor. Lord Kunthiinatha attained salvation with a gap of
half-a-Palya on attaining the salvation by his predecessor. The eighteenth Tirthankara Lord
Arahanatha attained salvation with a gap of one-fourth of Palya less by one crore of years.
Lord Mallinatha attained salvation after a lapse of one thousand crore years followed by the
salvation of Lord Munisuvratanatha after a lapse of 54 lac years. The twenty-first
Tirthankara Lord Naminatha attained salvation after a gap of six lac years of salvation of
his predecessor. The twenty-second Tirthankara Lord Neminatha attained salvation after a
gap of five lac years on attaining salvation by his predecessor. The twenty-third Tirthankara
Lord Parsvanatha attained salvation after a gap of 83750 years on salvation of his predeces-
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sor. This followed the salvation of Lord Mahavira - the twenty-fourth Tirthankara after a
gap of 250 years on attaining the salvation by his predecessor. At this time, a period of three
years and eight-and-half months were there for the commencement of the fifth spoke.

The Period of Uprooting or Interception (Vyucchitti) of the Religious Order

There has been the absence of the religious order during the period of seven Tirthankaras
starting from the ninth Tirthankara Lord Puspadantanatha and ending upto the fifteenth
Tirthankara [Lord Dharmanatha. The tradition of religion has been continuously running during
the periods of the remaining seventeen Tirthankaras (i.e. from 1-8 and from 16-24).

During the religious order of Lord Puspadantanatha, there has been absence of religiosity
for a period of quarter of a Palya. In other words, there were no people for initiation resulting
in the setting of the sun of the religion. There has been uprooting of religion for a period of—

@) Half-a-Palya during the religious order of Lord Sitalanatha.

(ii) Three-quarters of Palya during the religious order of Lord Sreyansanatha.
(iii)  One Palya during the religious order of Lord Vasupujyanatha.

(iv)  Three quarters of a Palya during the religious order of Lord Vimalanatha.
wv) Half a-Palya during the religious order of Lord Anantanatha and

(vi) A quarter of a Palya during the religious order of Lord Dharmanatha.

There have been the above seven uprooting periods of the religious order due to the effect
of the epoch of extraordinary events (Hundavasarpini).

(e) The Fifth Spoke of Penury

The fifth spoke of time-wheel commenced after three years and eight and-a-half months
on attaining salvation by Lord Mahavira. It is named as the spoke of Penury (Dusama). In its
beginning, the people have a life-span of one hundred and twenty years. Their body height is
seven Hastas, H (1 H ~ 1.5 ft.; 10.5 ft ~ 320.50 cm). There are twenty four bones in the back
side of the body.
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RELIGIOUS ORDER

(1) Omniscients (Kevali) : The day L.ord Mahavira attained salvation, his chief-disciple
(Ganadhara) Gautama acquired omniscience. The day Gautama attained salvation, Sudharma
Svami gained omniscience. On his salvation, Jambu Svami became omniscient. After the sal-
vation of Jambu Svami, there was no adjunct omniscient(Anubaddha Kevali). The period be-
tween attaining the omniscience by Gautama and salvation of Jambusvami is sixty two years.

The last of the omniscients was Sridhara who attained salvation at Kundalagiri. The last
sage with extraordinary power of sky movement was ‘Suparsva Candra’. Vajrayasa was the
last of the Prajnasramana sages. The ascetic Sri was the last of the clairvoyants. The last of the
crowned king who got Jinistic initiation (Jina Diksa) was Candragupta. Afterwards, no crowned
king was initiated.

(2) Five Scriptural Omniscients (Srutakevalis) : In the ford of Mahavira and after the
salvation of Jambuisvami, there have been five ‘“fourteen pre-canon-proficients’ (Caudaha Parvi).
They had full knowledge of Dvadasanga (twelve prime or primary scriptures) also and, thus,
were scriptural omniscients. They are : (i) Nandi, (ii) Nandimitra, (iii) Aparajita, (iv) Govardhana
and (v) Bhadrabahu. Their total period is one hundred years.

(3) Eleven Ten-Pre-Canonists (Dasaptirvis) : There have been eleven saints who were
proficient in eleven primary canonical scriptures (Angas) and ten pre-canons. They are, thus,
called ‘ten-pre-canon-proficients.” They are : (i) Visakhacarya, (ii) Prosthila, (iii) Ksatriya,
(iv)Jaya, (v) Nagasena, (vi) Siddhartha, (vii) dhrtisena, (viii) Vijaya, (ix) Buddhila, (x) Ganga
deva and (xi) Dharmasena. Traditionally, their total period is one hundred eighty two years.
There were no Ten-pre-canonists after them due to change of times.

(4) Five Eleven-Canonical Scripturists (Angadharis) : There have been five Acaryas
who were proficient in eleven primary canonical scriptures. They are : (i) Naksatra Muni,
(ii) Jaipala, (iii) Pandu, (iv) Dhruvasena and (v) Kansarya. Their total period is 220 years.
There has been no eleven-canonical scripturists after them.

(5) Four Acaranga-proficients (Proficient in the Text on Monastic Conduct) : There
have been four saint-scholars who were proficient in the first primary canonical scripture of
Acaranga. They are : (i) Subhadra, (ii) Yasobhadra, (iii) Yasobahu and (iv) Loharya. Their
total period is 118 years. There has been no pre-canon-proficient or canonical scriptures-profi-
cient after the samadhi of the last of these Acaranga-proficients.
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The total period from Gautama to the last Acaranga - proficient is 683 years as below :
62 + 100 + 183 + 220 + 118 = 683.

After these saint scholars, the other saints were proficient only in part of the eleven
primary canonical scriptures and fourteen pre-canons.

The Religious Order by the End of the Fifth Spoke of Time Wheel

The scriptural tradition, which is the root cause of maintaining religiosity, will continue
upto 20,317 years in the fifth spoke. It will be uprooted afterwards due to the change of times.
This means that the fifth spoke of time has a duration of 21000 years (20317 + 683). The Jaina
religion will continue upto 20,317 years obtained by deducting 683 years from the total of
21000 years. During this remaining period, there will the continuity of the Caturvidha Sangha
(a group of four types of Jaina ascetics-Muni, Aryika, Sravaka, Sravika). The people of these
times will be mostly non-humble, ill-talented, jealous, full of seven fears and eight prides,
quarrelsome, cruel, angry, passioned and associated with three stings (Salyas—deceit, wrongness
and future desires) and three prides (Garavas) of prosperity, pleasure and calumny.

The Royal Tradition / Successions

When Lord Mahavira attained salvation, Palaka - the son of Avanti was coronated. His
rule lasted for sixty years. Afterwards, the kings of Vijaya lineage ruled for 155 years. They
were followed by the rule of the kings of Marunda lineage for the next forty years. Pusyamitra,
then, ruled for thirty years. He was followed by the rule of Vasumitra and Agnimitra for sixty
years. Then, Gandharva ruled for one hundred years, Narvahana ruled for forty years and the
Andhras (Bhrtyas) ruled for two hundred forty two years. Later, the kings of Gupta lineage
ruled for two hundred and thirty one years.

Birth of Kalki and His Deeds

After the rule of the above lineages, the king Kalki was born. He was the son of the king
Indra. Kalki was named as ‘Caturmukha’. He had a life-span of seventy years and the period of
his rule was forty-two years. Thus, the period between the salvation of LLord Mahavira and the
rule of Kalki turns out to be one thousand years as below :

60 + 155 + 40+ 30 + 60 + 100 + 40 + 242 + 231 + 42 = 1000 years.

Kalki was coronated two hundred seventy five years after the period of Acaranga proficients:
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683 + 275 + 42 = 1000 years.

When six hundred five years and five months were elapsed after the salvation of Lord
Mahavira, there has been a Saka king named ‘Vikrama’ as per Trilokasara verse 851. The first
Kalki was born after the lapse of 394 years and seven months after Vikrama :

605 + 394 + 1 (5+7 months) = 1000 years.

The king Kalki mastered over his Janapadas (Districts) of the kingdom and became greedy
and unjust - so much so that he began to demand the first morsel offered to the saints in their
Ahara (food) as a tax. Under this condition, the saints moved without food by offering the tax
and taking the point that ‘it is the time of obstructions (antrayas).” At that time, one of the
saints acquires clairvoyance. Afterwards, some Asurakumara (Mansional) deity learns through
his clairvoyance that the saints are being inflicted upon. He presumes that the king is anti-
religious, so he kills Kalki. The son of Kalki, Ajitanjaya requests the deity to protect him and
bows to him by falling on his feet. The deity protects him and asks him to rule religiously.
Afterwards, there is right religious prosperity for a period of two years. It goes on decreasing
gradually due to the effect of the change of times.

Thus, there is one Kalki after every one thousand years and an Upa-Kalki after each five
hundred years. During the period of each Kalki, a saint of the fifth spoke acquires clairvoyance
and there is gradual decrease in the strength of Caturvidha Sangha. During the period of Kalki,
many kinds of people are seen who have bonded the sinful karmas in their prebirth. They are
Candalas, Sabaras, Svapcas, Kiratas etc. (aboriginals) and also poor, helpless, cruel, infested
with many kinds of diseases, holding alms-bowls and worried by movement to other countries.

The Birth of the Last Kalki and His Decds

There is a gradual decrease in religiosity, life-span and body height in the fifth spoke of
time wheel. In the end, there is the birth of the twenty first Kalki of anti-religious nature. There
will be a saint named 'Virangaja', a Jaina female ascetic (Aryika) named ‘Sarvasri', and a
votary (Sravaka) and votaress (Sravika) named as Agnidatta and Pangusri, respectively in his
period. The Kalki will master over his sub-ordinate Janapadas and ask his ministers, “Is there
any person in my kingdom who may not be under my subjugation ?”’

The Ministers will, then, respond, “O Lord, there is one saint who is not subdued to you.”

The Kalki will, then, ask the ministers,” “Tell me who is that arrogant saint?”



(22) Prathamanuyoga Vira Jnanodaya Granthamala

The ministers will, then, say, “ O Lord, the saint follows the vows of non-violence etc.
totally, he does not have any possessions. He takes the particular purified (prasuka) food in his
hand bowl unobstructively in the mid-day time in the houses of others to sustain his body (and
life).” On hearing this, the Kalki will ask, find out personally, where does that sinful saint
avowed with non-violence go for taking food? You take his first morsel (mouthful, grasa) of
food as a tax for me.

Afterwards, the saint willimmediately offer the first mouthful to the minister when demanded
and will go away without taking food presuming this point as an interruption (antraya) in food.
He will also acquire clairvoyance. The saint will, then, call Aryika 'Sarvasri', the votary
‘Agnidatta’ and the votaress, ‘Pangusri’ and tell them with pleasure, “O great souls, the end of
the fifth spoke of time-wheel is very near. The life-span of yours and mine is to last only for
three more days and this is the last Kalki of this spoke.” Then, all the four people will renounce
the four-types of foods and other possessions for life-long and undertake the vow of holy death
(samadhi). They will have their holy death on the fifteenth day of the dark half of the month of
Kartika (Oct.-Nov.), when the sun will rise in the constellation of Svati.

After holy death, the saint Virangaja will be born in the Saudharma heaven with a life-
span of one Sagara. The rest of the three will also be born there with a life-span of a little
more than a Palya. The same day, an Asurakumara (Mansional) deity of better class, getting
angry over the incident, will kill the king Kalki in the noon. The fire will also be destroyed
at the sun-set.

Thus, the twenty one Kalkis and the same number of Upakalkis take rebirth in the first
hell of Ghamma (Ratnaprabha) with a life-span of one Sagara due to their anti-religious minds
and actions.

(f) The Sixth Spoke of Extreme Penury

The sixth spoke of time-wheel of extreme penury (Ati-dusama) begins after three years,
8.5 months of the above incident. This spoke is highly rough i.e. unfavourable. In the beginning
of this spoke, the height of the body is 3-3.5 Hastas (5-6 {t.), the number of bones in the back
side of the body is twelve and maximum life-span is twenty years. The foods of the people in
this spoke are roots, fruits and fish etc. The people are unable to see clothes, trees and
houses etc. Hence, all the people are naked and have no houses to live in. They move in
forests. They have a smoky colour of their body. They behave like animals. They are cruel,
deaf, blind, one-eyed, dumb, poor, full of anger, ugly, miserable and uncivilised. They have
irregular (Hunadaka Sansthana), hunch-backed and dwarf configurations of their body. They
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are always worried with many types of diseases and pains. They are highly passioned, deluded
and most sinful by their agitating nature. They do not have family, friends, sons and wives etc.
Their body is foul-smelling. Their hairs are infested with many kinds of small insects as lice
etc. They are highly foolish.

In this spoke, only those beings take birth here who arrive from their pre-birth of infernal
and sub-human destinity. Also, they are reborn in terrific hells and sub-humans after death.
The life-span, body height & strength ete. gradually decrease with the passage of time here.
Who is capable of describing their miserable life in words ?

The Time of Dissolution of the Universe (Pralaya Kala)

When twenty one thousand years less by forty nine days are passed in this sixth spoke,
the period of fierce and terrific destruction of the living beings commences. At that time, there
blows a deep-sounding and terrific hurricane for a week which results in destroying and uprooting
of trees, mountains and rocks. Their uprooting causes deep sadness among the human and sub-
human beings and they begin pathetic weeping for clothes and residence.

During this period, numerable differently and total seventy two pairs enter the area
between the platforms of the rivers of Ganga and Sindhu and Vijayardha forests. Besides,
the deities and Vidyadharas (proficient in various superpowers by birth) feel compassion
for human and sub-human beings and carry numerable of them to the protected places like
the above.

Seven Kinds of Rains

At the end of the sixth spoke of time-wheel, the clouds pour out the rains of vile things
like (1) very cold water, (2) alkaline water, (3) toxic fluids, (4) smoke (5) dust, (6) thunderbolt
and (7) fire-flames to be seen with difficulty each for a seven-day period. Thus, the rains of the
mattergies transformed into the above seven forms continue for forty-nine days.

These rains destroy the remaining human beings etc. in the world. The earth infested with
toxic fluids and burnt by the rains of fire-flames gets powdered up to one Yojana below the
surface level as per Tiloya Pannatti, Chap-4 verse 1551.

Thus, one Yojana of land located over the Citra carth in the Aryan section of the Bharata
region gets burnt and destroyed due to the above kinds of rains. The upper part of the land of
the Aryan section turns into non-aggregated form due to the rains of thunderbolt and fire and
flies away up to the end of the universe.
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When this happens, the Aryan section starts shining as mirror plane like the other lands
and it gets devoid of dust and mud. The human beings present there (protected in the caves of
Vijayardha mountain etc.) have a height of one Hasta (~1.5 {t.), life-span of 15-16 years and a
gradually decreasing potency elc.

Thus, the description of the six spokes of time-wheel of the devolution epoch concludes here.
Present Period

At this time, there is the fifth spoke of the devolution epoch of time wheel at this Bharata
Ksetra of Aryakhand. More than two thousand five hundred years have elapsed since the salvation
of the last Tirthankara L.ord Mahavira. There are eighteen thousand and five hundred years still to
go. Afterwards, there will be the beginning of the sixth spoke of time wheel.

Changes in the Six Spokes of Time Wheel in the Evolution Epoch (Utsarpini
Epoch)

After the completion of all the six spokes of devolution epoch, the pleasing epoch of
Evolution will begin. It also has six spokes namely (1) Extreme Penury, (2) Penury,
(3) Penury-cum-plentitude, (4) Plentitude-cum-penury, (5) Plentitude and (6) Extreme Plentitude.
This epoch also has a duration of ten Kodakodi Sagaras like the devolution epoch. During this
epoch, the height, life-span and potency of the living beings gradually increase every day.

The Spoke of Extreme Penury (Ati-dusama)

At the beginning of the Evolution epoch, the Puskara clouds shower down the comfort
producing water on earth, parched with fire flames and thunderbolts, for seven days. This rain
results in its cooling. The Ksira meghas (Milky clouds), then, shower down the milky water for
seven days resulting in the earth being full of it with good shine. Afterwards, the Amrta-
meghas (Nectar-clouds) shower down the sweet water or nectar on the earth for seven days
resulting into the growth of plants like creepers and clusters. Later, the Rasa-meghas (clouds of
juice) shower down the divine juices on earth for seven days resulting in plants etc. being tasty.
At this time, the juicy earth becomes full of grainy and medicinal plants and varied kinds of
taste and smell appear in them.

When the protected human and subhuman beings begin enjoying this good and cold smell,
they come out of their caves. At that time, they are naked and behave like animals. When they
become worried with hunger, they eat the fruits, roots and leaves etc. of the trees. The life-span
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in the first part of this spoke is 15-16 years, the heightis one Hasta (~1.5 ft.). Afterwards, their
age etc. begin gradually increasing with the change of times. The life-span, radiance, intelli-
gence, arms-strength, body-height and qualities of patience and forbearance etc. gradually and
naturally begin improving every time. Thus, when twenty one thousand years are passed, the
spoke of extreme penury gets completed in this Bharata region.

The Spoke of Penury (Dusama)

On completion of the first evolution spoke, the second spoke of penury commences.
During this spoke of time, upto the period of 20,000 years, the food intake of the human and
subhuman beings is similar to the fifth spoke of devolution epoch. At the beginning of this
spoke of time, the maximum life-span of the living beings is twenty years, their height is 3-3.5
Hastas (~5-6 ft.).

The Birth of Patriarchs (Kulakaras)

When one thousand years are to go for completion of this spoke there will be the beginning
of the birth of fourteen Kulakaras at Bharata Ksetra. Their names will be : (1) Kanaka,
(2) Kanakaprabha, (3) Kanakaraja, (4) Kanakadhvaja, (5) Kanakapungava, (6) Nalina,
(7) Nalinaprabha, (8) Nalina-raja, (9) Nalinadhavaja, (10) Nalinapungava, (11) Padmaprabha,
(12) Padmaraja, (13) Padmadhvaja and (14) Padma-pungava. Out of these, the first patriarch will
have a height of 4 Hastas (~ 6 {t.) and the last patriarch will have a height of seven Hastas (~ 10.5 {t.).

In the period of these Patriarchs, there is no good fire despite many kinds of grains and medicinal
plants. On being approached by the humble people, the patriarchs advise them, ““You prepare fire by
rubbing and cook the grains on the fire. Also, you get married and enjoy your family and friends at
your will”’. The people, whom the patriarchs advise in the above way, are highly uncivilised. Ithas to
be noted here that the custom of marriage starts in the days of the partiarch Padmapungava.

The Spoke of Penury-Cum-Plentitude (Dusama-Susama)

After the end of the second spoke, the third spoke of penury-cum-plentitude appears. In
the beginning, the height of the people is seven Hastas (~10.5 ft.) and the life-span is one
hundred twenty years. At this time, bones of the back side are twenty four. The human beings
have bodies of five colours. They observe humility, shame and propriety of conduct. They are
fully satisfied and well-off people.

In this spoke only, there are twenty four Tirthankaras. Out of them, the first Tirthankara
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is the son of the fourteenth patriarch. From his times, there is a development of tendency like
that existing in Videha region or the fourth spoke of the devolution epoch.

Names of Twenty four Tirthankaras of the Future

There will be twenty four Tirthankaras in the future epoch of time. There names are as below:

(1) Mahapadma (2)  Suradeva (3)  Supariva

) Svayamprabha (5)  Sarvaprabha (6) Devasuta

(7) Kulasuta (8) Udanka (9)  Prosthila
(10)  Jayakirti (11) Munisuvrata (12) Ara

(13)  Apapa (14) Niskasaya (15) Vipula

(16) Nirmala (17) Citragupta (18) Samadhigupta
(19)  Svayambhu (20) Anivrtti (21) Jaya

(22)  Vimala (23) Devapala (24) Anantavirya

Out of these, the first Tirthankara will have a body height of 7 H (~ 10.5 ft.) and a life-
span of 116 years, while the last Tirthankara will have a body height of 500 D and the life-span
of a Purva-koti years.

Names of the Future Tirthankaras in their Third Farlier Rebirth

The venerables, binding the world-round praiseworthy karmic nature of Tirthankara
physique-making karma in the third earlier birth, had their names as below :

(1) Srenika (2)  Supar$va (3)  Udanka
) Prosthila (5) Krtasuya (6) Ksatriya
(7) Pavila (8)  Sankha (9) Nanda
(10)  Sunanda (11) Sasanka (12) Sevaka

(13)  Premaka (14) Atorana (15) Raivata
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(16) Krsna (17) Balarama (18) Bhagali
(19)  Vigali (20) Dvipayana (21) Manavaka
(22) Narada (23) Suruopadatta (24) Satyakiputra(Rudra)

All of them were born in royal families.

Twelve Cakravartis of the Future

The twelve Cakravartis, who will take birth during the period of the future Tirthankaras’
period, will be named as below :

(1) Bharata (2)  Dirghadanta (3) Muktadanta
4) Gudhadanta (5) Srisena (6)  Sribhuti
(7) Srikanta (8) Padma (9) Mahapadma
(10)  Citravahana (11) Vimala-vahana (13) Aristasena

Nine Balbhadras of the Future

There will be nine Balabhadras in the future named as below :

(1) Candra (2) Mahacandra (3) Candradhara
) Varacandra (5)  Sinhacandra (6) Haricandra
(7) Sricandra (8) Purnacandra (9)  Sucandra

The persons are born as Balabhadras due to the earning of sacred karmas (punya) without
any future desires (Nidana) in their earlier birth.

Nine Narayanas of the Future

There will be nine Narayanas in the future named as below :

(1) Nandi (2) Nandimitra (3) Nandibhati
) Nandisena (5) Bala (6) Mahabala
(7) Atibala (8)  Triprstha (9)  Dviprstha

They will be younger brothers of Balabhadras.
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The Nine Prati-Narayanas of the Future

There will be nine Prati-Narayanas in the future who are named as below :

(1) Srikantha (2)  Harikantha (3)  Nilakantha
4) Asvakantha (5)  Sukantha (6)  Sikhikantha
€)) ASvagriva (8) Hayagriva (9) Mayura-griva

They will be the enemies of the Narayanas.

The above sixty-three Salaka Purusas will be born in this third spoke of the evolution
epoch which has a duration of one Kodakodt Sagaras less by 42000 years. In the end of this
spoke, the life-span of the people will be one Purva-koti years. Their height will be 525 D.
They will have sixty four bones in the back-side of the body. The males and females of this
spoke of time will be as beautiful as male and female divinities.

Plentitude-cum-Penury Spoke of Time (Susama-Dusama)

After the third spoke is over, the fourth spoke of plentitude-cum-penury begins. In the
beginning of this spoke, the people have a life-span of one Purva-koti years. Their height is 500
D. Their life-span, height and strength gradually increase as the time passes. The wish-fulfilling
tress (Kalpavrksas) also start growing in this spoke.

At this time, the earth is known as ‘minimal land of enjoyment’ (Jaghanya Bhoga-bhumi).
In the end of this kind of land of enjoyment, the men have a life-span of one Palya, they have a
body height of one Kosa (~2 miles) and the colour of their body is like the Priyangu fruit. The
wish-fulfilling trees yield the materials for enjoyment. The lands of enjoyment have been
described while giving the details of the devolution epoch. The duration of this fourth spoke is
2 Kodakodi Sagaras.

The Fifth Spoke of Plentitude (Susama)

After the end of the fourth spoke, the fifth spoke of plentitude starts. At the beginning of
this spoke, the life-span etc. of the human and sub-human beings is similar to that of the people
of medial (Madhyama) lands of enjoyment. In other words, the life-span starts from one Palya
and gradually increases upto two Palya. Similarly, the body-height also increases from one
Kosa to two Kosas (~ 4 miles) in the end. These males and females have a face like full moon,
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they are extremely humble and well-in-conduct observance. They have one hundred twenty
eight bones in the back side. The duration of this spoke is three Kodakodi Sagaras.

The Sixth Spoke of Extreme Plentitude (Susama-Susama)

The sixth spoke of extreme plentitude starts after the end of the fifth spoke of time. In the
beginning of this spoke, the life-span etc. of the people are as per early descriptions. Because of
the change of times, the life-span of the human and subhuman beings goes on increasing up to
three Palyas & height becomes 3 Kosas, their body colour is like the rising sun and the bones
of their back side increase up to two hundred and fifty six. At that time, the earth becomes
known as supreme or maximal (Uttama) land of enjoyment. The enjoyment landers are en-
riched with the power of proteation (Vikriya) to create large family and enjoy their lives. The
duration of this spoke is four Kodakodt Sagaras.

Thus, the changes in the six spokes of the Evolution epoch get completed. This follows
the epoch of devolution and so on in aregular cyclic way.

The Regions of Six-fold Time- Spoke Changes

There are infinite-times-infinite six-spoked epochs of Devolution and Evolution in the
Aryan section of the Bharata and Airavata regions of Jambudvipa like the maxim of Persian
wheel of water pots for drawing water from the well. (Persian wheel, Araha-ghatika Nyaya).

The Epoch of Extra-Ordinary Events (Hundavasarpini)

There appears an epoch of extraordinary events after the lapse of the tradition of innumerable
devolution and evolution epochs or Aeons. The epoch of extraordinary event is marked by the
following special events :

(1) There are rains etc. and birth of the deficient-sensed beings even when there is some
more time to go for completion of the third spoke of devolution epoch.

(2) In the same third spoke, there is the loss of the wish-fulfilling trees and beginning of
activities related with the lands of action (Karmabhtimis).

(3) In the same period, the first Tirthankara and the first Cakravarti are also born.

(4) Due to the effect of this epoch, there is break in the victory mission of the Cakravartis.
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(5) The Cakravarti also creates a new caste of Brahmanas in the society in this spoke.

(6) In this spoke of this epoch, there are only fifty-eight Salaka Purusas (instead of 63 as
in normal third spoke of devolution epoch).

(7) There is discontinuity of religiosity in the religious order of seven Tirthankaras from
ninth to sixteenth in this spoke.

(8) In this spoke, eleven Rudras and quarrel-loving nine Naradas are also born.

(9) In this epoch, there are inflictions on the seventh, twenty-third and the last twenty-
fourth Tirthankaras.

(10) In the third, fourth and fifth spokes of this epoch, the varied kinds of people also
become visible. They are cruel and sinner false gods (Ku-deva) and falsely guised beings (Ku-
lingt). They are trouble-shooters for good religiosity.

(11) There are many low status aboriginal castes like Candalas, Sabaras, Kiratas and
Svapacas etc. taking birth in this epoch. There are 42 Kalkis and Upa-Kalkis.

(12) There are many varieties of calamity like overrains, no-rains, carthquakes, thunderbolt
falls and the like in the epoch of extraordinary events.

Eleven Rudras

The eleven Rudras having proficiency in primary canonical scriptures have taken birth
during the periods of different Tirthankaras. Their names are given below :

(1) Bhimavali (2)  Jitasatru (3) Rudra

) Vaisvanara (5)  Supratistha (6) Acala

(7) Pundarika (8) Ajitandhara (9)  Ajitanabhi
(10)  Pitha (11) Satyaki-putra.

The first of these Rudras was born during the period of the first Tirthankara
Lord Vrsabhanatha. Jitasatru-the second was born during the period of second Tirthankara
Lord Ajitanatha. The later seven Rudras were born serially during the periods of the seven
Tirthankaras from Lord Suvidhinatha onwards. The tenth Rudra was born during the period of
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Lord Santinatha and the last Satyakiputra was born during the period of Lord Mahavira. All the
Rudras got derailed from their austerities due to sensualism during their studies of the tenth
pre-canon. They got devoid of the gem of righteousness and went to terrific hells. Please see
the details about the Rudras in Table-9 in the end of the book.

Nine Naradas

The nine Naradas are :

(1) Bhima (2) Mahabhima (3) Rudra
) Maharudra (5 Kala (6) Mahakala
(7) Durmukha (8)  Narakamukha (9)  Adhomukha.

All these Naradas are terrific and make troubles and cause weeping to others. They are the
treasure house of sins. All the Naradas are fond of quarrels and wars. That is why, they have
gone to hells like the Vasudevas.

Twenty four Kama-devas (Cupid-like Men)

There have been twenty four Kama-devas during the period of twenty four Tirthankaras.
They have an incomparable face and personality. Their names are as below :

(1)  Lord Bahubali (2)  Amitateja (3)  Sridhara

) Yasobhadra (5) Prasenajita (6) Candravarna
(7) Agnimukti (8)  Sanatkumara (9) Vatsaraja
(10)  Kanakaprabha (11) Siddhavarna (12) Santinatha
(13)  Kunthunatha (14) Arahanatha (15) Vijayaraja
(16)  Sricandra (17) Nala, theking (18) Hanumana
(19) Balagaja (20) Vasudeva (21) Pradyumna

(22)  Nagakumara (23) Sripala (24) Jambusvami
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Out of them, Sanatkumara was a Cakravarti, while Santinatha, Kuntunatha, Arahanatha
were Tirthankaras as well as Cakravartis.

Itis admitted that the Tirthankaras (24), their parents (48), Cakravartis (12), Balbhadras (9),
Narayanas (9), Rudras (11), Naradas (9), Kamadevas (24) and Patriarchs (14) are liberatable
personages and they attain salvation cither in the same birth or in few rebirths. The Tirthankaras
attain salvation in the same birth as a rule. There is no such rule for other categories of the
above personages.

Upto here, there are the details of the cyclic arrangement of Universe as per Jaina System.
This is the subject of the Exposition of Cosmology and Sciences (Karnanuyoga) with respect to
the change of eras. However, it is also included in the exposition of Biographies to understand
it properly.

THE TIRTHANKARAS

When the personality like a Tirthankara is conceived, the lord of wealth (Mammon, Kubera)
showers 3.5 crores of gems daily by the order of the lord of deities (Indra) even before six
months of his conception. Thus, there is rains of gems and gold for fifteen months - six months
prior to conception and nine months of post conception. When there is conception, the mother
sees sixteen dreams in the last Prehara-hours (~ 3-4 a.m.) of the night. The mother comes to the
royal courtin the morning and tells her husband about the dreams. She asks about the interpre-
tation of the dreams. The king interprets them through his clairvoyance (Avadhijnana) and tells
her the interpretation.

The Interpretation of Sixteen Dreams
The leader of the royal court i.e. the king points out that :
(1) By seeing the Airavata elephant, you will have a superb son.
(2) By seeing the white superb bull, your son will earn name and fame throughout the world.
(3) By seeing a lion, the son will have infinite strength.
(4) By seeing a pair of garlands, your son will be a Tirthankara.

(5) By seeing the goddess of wealth (LL.axmi), your son will be anointed by the divinities
on the top of the Sumeru mountain.
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(6) By seeing the moon, he will be offering pleasure to all the living beings.

(7) By seeing the Sun, he will have shining radiance.

(8) By seeing two sacred pitchers, he will acquire many kinds of treasures.

(9) By seeing the pair of fish, he will be highly happy.

(10) By seeing the pond, he will be enriched with many auspicious marks and meritorious qualities.
(11) By seeing the Ocean, he will be the omniscient.

(12) By seeing the throne, he will be the great teacher of the universe and will gain its kingdom.
(13) By seeing the empyrean plane (Vimana), he will arrive from the heavens to be conceived.
(14) By seeing the abode of Nagendra, he will have the vision of the clairvoyance.
(15) By seeing the glittering heap of gems, he will be the treasure house of superb qualities.
(16) By seeing the smokeless fire, he will be burning the karmic fuel by self.

In addition, the entry of the bull in your mouth in dream means that the Venerable
Tirthankara will be embodied in your womb.

The queen-mother is thrilled with pleasure by listening to the interpretation of her dreams.
Atthe time of conception, the Lord Venerable transmigrationally arrives from the heavens and
stands located in the womb of the mother like a gem in the cavity of an oyster shell. There are
certain signs appearing in the abodes of all the deity-lords of heavens. They interpret them as
the indication of the conception of the Venerable. They come to the city of the parents of the
Tirthankara and circumambulate the city and offer their bowings to the parents of the Tirthankara.
They celebrate the occasion in many ways through the festivity of music and dances and return
back to their heavenly abodes. From this time onwards, six virgin female divinities (Dikkumaris)
named Sri, Hri, Dhrti, Kirti, Buddhi and Laxmi live with the mother to serve her all the times
with the command of the lord of heavens (Indra). They try to keep the mother always happy
through culogies, religious discourses and other pleasing activities.

As soon as the Tirthankara is born, the seats of lords of divinities (Indras) begin to
tremble. Their crowns are automatically bent. There is flower-showers from the wish-fulfilling
trees. At that time, the sounds of (i) bells, (ii) roaring of lion, (iii) kettledrums & of
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(iv) conches start in the heavenly abodes of empyreans (Kalpavasi), astrals, peripatetics &
mansional deities respectively. On the basis of these phenomena, the deities learn the birth of
the Tirthankara. There is a wave of glee around the three parts of the occupied universe on the
occassion of the birth of the Tirthankara.

On the command of the Indra, all the four-fold deities and their armies come out of their
heavenly abodes. The Saudharma Indra and his wife-Indrani ride on the Airavata elephant
(having a size of one lac Yojanas) and come to the city of the birth-Ayodhya and circumambulate
it three times. Indrani brings the child Jina from the maternity room. The Indra has a sacred
sight of him. He takes him into his lap and gets him seated on Airavata elephant and moves for
Sumeru mountain. At that time, there are festivities of music (by crores of musical instruments)
i.e. singing and dance, making the alround atmosphere auspiciously gleeful.

On reaching the top of Meru mountain, the Indra enthrones Lord Jina on the Panduka rock
located in the north-east (I$ana) direction on the Meru mountain. The Indra, then, anoints the
Jina through thousands of sacred waterpots from his thousands of proteated hands. The Indras
and all other deities earn the excellent sacred karmas through this eulogy and anointing of the
Lord Jina.

Afterwards, the consorts of Indras also anoint the Jina and adore him with excellent
dresses and ornaments. The Indra also celebrates the naming ritual there. Afterwards, he brings
the Lord Jina to Ayodhya and hands him over to his parents. Then, he has the festivity of
frantic dancing (Tandava) and offering of worship to the Jina parents. He appoints many divine-
youths of the same age and dress to serve the child Jina and then he & other deities leave for
their heavenly abodes.The Jina does not drink the mother’s milk but he grows by sucking the
nectar from his own thumb. This nectar is established there by Indra.

In his early age, the child Jina is always making his parents gleeful through his gentle
smiles and sporting on the gem-like sands with divine-children. The Jina has the three cognitions-
Mati (sensory), Sruta (scriptural) and Avadhi (clairvoyance). Hence, he is the preceptor of all
the (earlier) Jina literature and lord of the goddess of learnings-Sarasvati. He is, therefore,
designated as ' the great teacher of the universe’. He does not, hence, accept anybody as his
teacher. There are ten specific excellences (Atisayas) of the Jina since his birth. In his house-
holder state, the Jina experiences the pleasure of all the materials brought from the heavenly
gem-made baskets.

Whenever, the Jina has some cause of detachment from the world or he has a natural
inclination for it, the Laukantika devas (empyrean deities aboding the apex of the fifth heaven
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and destined to be salvated in the next birth) come to him and eulogize for his detachmental
attitude and express their devotion to him. The Jina sits in a palanquin brought by the deities
and is carried over first by the Kings and, then, by the Vidyadharas. Later on, the deities carry
the palanquin to the forest (place) of initiation (Diksa). The Venerable Jina, then, plucks his
hairs himself with five-fold fist-clenching, renounces all the possessions and gets himself
initiated by pronouncing the words—"Om namah Siddhebhyah (Bowings to the Salvated)". The
plucked hairs of the Jina are carried by the deities in the gem-baskets and they drop them in
Ksira-ocean (milky ocean) with great respect. The Venerable holds silence during his non-
omniscient state (Chadma stage) after initiation, until he attains omniscience.

When the four destructive karmas (ghatiya) are destroyed due to the effect of meditation,
there is manifestation of omniscience (perfect knowledge) where three parts of occupied universe
and non-universe and their contents are simultaneously & directly perceived in a moment. The
Jina moves 5000 D up in the sky on attaining omniscience. On command from the Indra, the
lord of wealth constructs the structure of holy assembly (Samavasarana). The steps of the holy
assembly begin from the height of one Hasta (~1.5 {t.) from the ground. There are twenty
thousand steps which measure one Hasta (~1.5 ft.) each. These steps may be climbed by the
blind, lame, children, old and patients in an Antarmuhurta (48 minutes). The structure of the
Holy Assembly, in brief, is as follows :

First of all, there is an alround boundary wall named as Dhuli-sala kota. After that there
are four pride-subduing pillars (Mana-stambhas, with Jina images on the top) in four directions.
There are water-ponds around these pillars. The ponds are surrounded by trenches full of clean
water. Then there is a small garden (Latavana) with climbing creepers. There is, then, the first
Kota (boundary wall). Beyond this Kota, there are two music and dance halls (Natyasalas) on
each of both the sides and in front. There is, then, the second forest of Asoka trees with
compound wall (Vedika) ahead. There are, then, the rows of flags with second boundary wall.
Afterwards, there is the forest of wish-fulfilling trees with a compound wall (Vedika). There is
then, the Stupas (domes) followed by the rows of houses. There is, then, the third boundary
wall made of sphatika gems (quartz). There are twelve assembly halls of human beings, deities
and saints inside this wall. There is, then, a seat on the top of which the omniscient Jina is
seated. The Enlightened Jina sits with his face in the East or North in the holy assembly round
which there are twelve seating halls (in clockwise direction) capable of seating the members of
twelve groups(ganas) in their respective order. (Please see the Holy Assembly in figure7 later
in the text).

On attaining omniscience, there is a natural manifestation of ten excellences (Atisayas)
for the Venerable Tirthankara. Similarly, there is also the manifestation of fourteen excellences
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caused by divinities. The Jaina Lords also have eight auspicious attending emblems (Pratiharyas).
Also, there is manifestation of the tetrad of infinities (Ananta Catustaya). Thus, the Venerable
Jaina Lord moves for quite a long time propounding His sermons.

In the end, he restrains all his activities (yoga-nirodha) and destroys the remaining four
non-destructive (Aghatiya) karmas. Later, he attains the abode of the salvated ones (Moksa).
Siddhas enjoy the self based bliss there for infinite times. (Please see Table-2 in the end of the
book for all the informations about 24 Tirthankaras).

THE FIRST TIRTHANKARA : VRSABHADEVA/RSABHADEVA

How He Became Vrsabhadeva ? : His Earlier Births

There is a country named Gandhila in Videharegion in the Western side of Meru mountain
in this Jambudvipa. This country is as beautiful as the heavens. There is always sunrise there
in the form of Jina-deva. Therefore, there are no wrong faithed people (Mithyadrsti) at any time
in this country. There is a large silvery mountain named Vijayardha in the central part of this
country. There is a beautiful city named Alaka in the North of this mountain. Atibala, a Vidyadhara
was the king of this city. He had a faithful & devoted queen named Manohara. They had a
highly fortunate son named Mahabala. At a proper time, the king Atibala handed over the reigns
of the kingdom to his son Mahabala with prestigious coronation and got himself initiated in a
forest alongwith many Vidyadharas. The king Mahabala had four ministers who were very
intelligent, far-sighted and affectionate. Their names were : (1) Mahamati, (2) Sambhinnamati,
(3) Satamati and (4) Svayambuddha. Out of them, only Svayambuddha was right-faithed
(Samyagdrsti) while the other three were wrong-faithed.

Once, the king was sitting on his throne in a festivity of his birthday. Many interesting
programmes of dance, music and scholarly assembly etc. were also being held at that time.
During that festivity, the minister Svayambuddha made vitally illuminating speech on Jainism
with the desire of benevolence of the king. The materialist minister Mahamati was incapable of
understanding his speech. He, therefore, made a speech to establish the Carvaka system and
proved the non-existence of the soul (Jiva Tatva). The minister Sambhinnamati wished to
prove the non-existence of the soul on the basis of the theory of knowledge-Vijnanavada. He
said that the knowledge is the only basic element and the rest is only a delusion or illusion.
After him, the minister Satamati lectured and proved all the world as void on the basis of the
theory of voidness (Stunyavada). Presently, both of these theories are included in Buddhism.

After listening to all the three ministers, Svayambhuddha refuted their absolutist theories
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on the basis of logic and scriptures (Agama) and made them answerless by proving the religion
of non-violence, having a nature of multiple-predications (Syadvada). The king was pleased
with his speech. After some time, the minister Svayambuddha went on a sacred trip to visit the
natural (Akrtrima) temples on Meru mountain. On reaching there, he first circumambulated the
temple and offered bowings many times with devotion and worshipped the Jinas there. Gradu-
ally he made sacred visit to the natural temples located in Bhadra-Sala forest etc. and later sat
in the temple in the Saumanasa forest. While sitting there he suddenly saw two sky-moving (a
prodigy) saints named Adityagati and Arinjaya, who had come from Videha region. Both the
saints were the main swans of the pond of the holy assembly of the Venerable ‘Yugmandhara’.
The minister rose from his position, circumambulated them, eulogised them and offered wor-
ship to them. He, then, asked them, “O Lord, the king of Vidyadharas-Mahabala is my Lord. I
want to ask whether he is liberatable (Bhavya) or non-liberatable (Abhavya). Will he have faith
in Jaina precept, preached by me to him, in same way as validated by logic ?”” The clairvoyant
saint-Adityagati told him,” O liberatable, your Lord is liberatable only. He will believe on your
words and he will be the first Tirthankara in the Bharata Kshetra of Jambudvipa in his tenth
birth from now. I will tell you about his pre-birth.”

“There is the town of Simhapura in the country of ‘Gandhila’ in the Videha region in the
western side of Meru mountain in Jambudvipa. Sri-sena was the king of that kingdom. His
queen was Sundari. They had two sons named Jayavarma and Srivarma. Looking at the capability
and due to affection, the father king handed over the reigns of the kingdom to his younger son
- Srivarma. It pinched his elder brother, who became detached from the world and got himself
initiated by the saint preceptor Svayamprabha. He began undertaking austerities and when,
once, he saw Mahidhara Vidyadhara moving in the sky, he developed a desire to be Vidhyadhara
in the next birth. At the same time, he was bitten by a snake and died. After that, he is reborn as
Mahabala who is your Lord today. He has seen two dreams tonight. You go and interpret these
dreams and tell him about his pre-birth. He is going to have a good fortune.”

After listening to the pre-birth of Mahabala and command from the saint, the minister
Svayambuddha returned to his capital and said to the king. “O Lord, the dream you have seen
that your three ministers have put you in the mud (of wrong-faith) and [ have raised you and got
you seated on the throne - indicates that you have been relieved from the bad effect of wrong-
faith (Mithyatva) and you have taken the shelter in Jainism. In the second dream, you have seen
the dying fire-flame. It indicates that your life-span has to last for one month only. You will be
a Tirthankara in the tenth rebirth from now.”

The minister told all the story to Mahabala as narrated by the saint. On hearing all this, the
king Mahabala handed over the reigns of the Kingdom to his son Atibala and went to the
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Siddhakuta temple where he worshipped the Siddhas, abandoned the four types of foods (Solid
edibles, Tasty materials, Semi-liquids & Drinkables/ liquids) and undertook the vow of holy
death with the assumption of his saint-preceptor as witness. He died with virtuous meditation
and took rebirth as the empyrean Lalitanga in the Sri-prabha heavenly abdoe of the heaven of
Ai$ana.When his life-span there had to last for Prthaktva palya (3-9 payla), he got one more
goddess named Svayamprabha. The empyrean Lalitanga had more affection towards her in
comparison to other goddesses. When the garland of this empyrean started fading, he knew
about his imminent death. He became sad. Many empyreans addressed him about this phenom-
ena. As a result, the empyrean worshipped the Jina temples and the Jina images of the heavens
of Acyuta for 15 days. After worshipping, he sat under the Caitya Vrksa (A holy tree with Jin-
idols) and began pronouncing loudly the great incantation of Namokara Mantra. He died there
with the vow of holy death.

There is a country named Puskalavati in the Videha region in the east of Meru mountain
of Jambudvipa. One of its town is Utpalakhetaka. Vajrabahu was the king there who had
Vasundhara as his queen. They gave birth to a son named Vajrajangha who was Lalitanga
empyrean in his pre-birth.

On the other hand, after the death of her empyrean husband Lalitanga, his faithful goddess
Svayamprabha felt very sad but she engaged herself in Jina-worship for six months. She died
with the vow of holy death while memorising the five Supreme souls (Paramesthis) under the
Caitya Vrksa in the Jina temple in the east of Saumanasa forest there. She was reborn as the
daughter named ‘Srimati’ of the king Vajradanta (and the queen Laxmimati) who was the king
of the city of Pundarikini of Videha region. In due course of time, Vajrajangha and Srimati
were married together. They gave birth to 49 pairs of sons i.e. ninety eight sons. At a proper
time, all of them got initiated along with their grandfather. At a later date, the father of
Srimati-Cakravarti Vajradanta also coronated his small grandson Pundarika and handed over
the reigns of kingdom to him. He later got initiated with his son.

Sometimes later, the mother queen Laxmimati invited his daughter and son-in-law to
come to her. Both of them were on their way to the city of Pundarikini. They had a halting camp
in a forest in the way. During this halt, the two sky-moving saints named Damadhara and
Sagarasena came to them. Both the saints had resolved to take their food (Ahara) only in the
forest. Vajrajangha and Srimati offered them food with nine-fold devotion (Navadha Bhakti)
and in the prescribed procedure. This resulted in five types of wonders (Pancascarya Vrsti)
from the sky. Later on, they learnt from their attendant that both the saints were their last pair
of sons. Both of them, then, listened their pre-births from the saints and learnt the essence of
religion. They also heard the pre-births of nearby sitting animals - mongoose, tiger, monkey
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and boar. The saints also told them that you will be the first Tirthankara named Vrsabhadevain
the eighth rebirth from now and your queen will be the king Sreyansa Kumara (who will offer
food to you).

Once, Vajrajangha was sleeping in his sleeping room alongwith his queen. The attendants
had incensed the room but they forgot to open its windows in the night. This led their throats to
be obstructed with the smoke and both of them died. It was a wonder that even the material of
enjoyment became the cause of death. Due to the effect of offering of food to the saints, they
were reborn as enjoyment landers in Uttarakuru which is the maximal land of enjoyment. Those
mongoose etc. nearby animals also were reborn there because of their watching & praising the
Ahara of saints.

Once upon a time, two sky-moving saints came to the land of enjoyment and began to
preach on religion (Samyagdar$ana) to Vajrajangha Arya and Srimati Arya. The senior saint
said, ““O Arya, you take me as the reincarnation of your minister (in earlier birth) Svayambuddha.
When you were Mahabala, I made you the believer of the Jaina faith ”. Both of them, then,
accepted the right faith. When they died, they became the empyreans ‘Sridhara’ and
“Svayamprabha’ in the Aisana heaven. It means that Srimati got released from her mode (paryaya)
of female and took rebirth as a male empyrean due to the effect of righteousness (Samyaktva).
One day, the empyrean Sridhara asked the Omniscient Pritinkara (who was Svayambuddha in
his earlier birth) in His holy assembly, “O Lord, where are the three other persons who were
my ministers when I was in the birth of Mahabala ?”” Bhagavana said, “The two of them,
Mahamati and Sambhinnamati have taken birth in the Nigodas (general body plants) and Satmati
has gone to hell.” The empyrean ““Sridhara’, then, went to the hell and addressed the infernalised
Satamati. There is no question of addressing the living beings in the Nigodas.

There is thecountry of Mahavatsa in Purva-Videha in Jambudvipa. It's Susima city was
ruled by the king Sudrsti who had the queen Sundarananda. The empyrean ‘Sridhara’ was
reborn as their son named ‘Suvidhi’. At a later time, the empyrean Svayamprabha (the jiva of
Srimati) was also born as the son of Suvidhi and his queen Manorama. In other words, the soul
of Vajrajngha became the king Suvidhi and the soul of Srimati became his son. After sometime,
the king Suvidhi got initiated and was reborn as Indra in Acyuta heaven. His son Kesava also
gotinitiated later and was reborn as Pratindra (Indra-equivalent) in the Acyuta heaven.

The above Acyutendra was reborn as a Cakravarti named Vajranabhi as a son of the king
Vajrasena and queen Srikanta in the city of Pundarikini of the country of Puskalavati in Purva-
Videha region of Jambudvipa. After sometime, the Pratindra Kedava was also reborn as
Dhanadeva, son of the businessman Kuberadatta and his wife Anantamatl in the same city. The
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father of Vajranabhi was the Tirthankara and he himself was a Cakravarti. He won over the six
sections of the land through his '‘Cakra-ratna’ and enjoyed the pleasure of universal kingdom for
long. Sometimes later, he learnt the nature of rare "Ratnatraya” (Right faith, knowledge &
conduct) from his father and handed over the reigns of the kingdom to his son Vajradanta and
got initiated to Jina order in the holy assembly of the Tirthankara Vajrasena alongwith 16000
crowned kings, one thousand sons, eight brothers and Dhanadeva. Sometimes later, he earned
the karmic nature of Tirthankaraship while introspective reflections on sixteen factors in the
proximity of the Tirthankara. He acquired the eleventh spiritual stage (gunasthana) due to the
purity developed through meditation. He descended down after an Antarmuhurta (less than 48
minutes) and again ascended to the subsidential ladder, and as the life ended he was reborn as
Ahamindra in the empyrean abode of Sarvarthasiddhi. This Ahamindra will complete his life-
span there and will be reborn as the first Tirthankara named as ‘Vrsabhadeva’.

THE VENERABLE LLORD VRSABHADLEVA / RSABHADEVA

There was the king Nabhiraja who had the queen Marudevi who was like the wife of Indra
in her qualities of form, beauty, shine, radiance and splendour etc. During the marriage of
Marudevi, the Indra catalysed many empyreans to celebrate the occasion with high splendours.
Atthat time, it was only the king Nabhiraja who was the highest in fortunes and Marudevi was
the most fortunate. Who can compare with those people who will have Lord Vrsabhadeva as
their son ? In those times, the couple was enjoying the best of the sensual pleasures and they
looked like showing the prosperity of the lands of enjoyment which virtually disappeared in
their times.

Construction of the City of Ayodhya

When the wish-fulfilling trees disappeared totally, the Indra (ILord of deities) constructed
the city of Ayodhya in the place adorned by the presence of Nabhiraja and Marudevi. The
people living in scattered places were inhabited in that city by the empyreans. They constructed
all kinds of facilities useful to them. The heavenly deities constructed a royal palace in the
center of the city. It was competing the heavens in all respects. It was associated with all kinds
of splendours. Some early texts like Harivans$a Purana (p.146) has also written about this city;

“There arose a royal palace on the ground in place of earlier palace based on wish-fulfilling
trees. The name of this palace of the king Nabhiraja was ‘Sarvatobhadra’. Its pillars were made
of gold, its walls were composed with varied kinds of gems. The palace was adored with the
garlands of topaz (Pukharaja), coral (Munga) and Pearls (Moti) etc. The palace had eighty one
sections (storeys) and it had a boundary wall, small water tank (Vapika) and many gardens.
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Owing to the influence of the Patriarch Nabhiraja, this palace was the only one decorated and
surrounded with many kinds of wish-fulfilling trees. It was located in the center of the city on
the earth.

The king Nabhiraja had the chief-queen named Marudevi. She was born in a high family
of pure lineage and she was as beloved of Nabhiraja as the wife of Indra is beloved to him. The
city of Ayodhya was situated in the country of Sukausala and it was known as 'Sukausala 'also
on the name of the country. The city had many revered, educated and highly civilised citizens.
Thatis why, it was also called ‘Vinita’ (Courteous). This capital of Ayodhya was highly well-
known and it showed a radiance of the central part or navel of a big country. The city was
looking like a pilot city for the imminent period of the land of action through its palaces,
ramparts (Vapra), boundary walls and trenches.

Sometimes afterwards, the empyreans assembled and performed Punyaha Vacana (an
auspicious activity) on an auspicious day, auspicious moment (Muhurta), auspicious planetary
conjunction and zodiac by holding a ceremony with a grand pleasure. It is after this ceremony
on this day that the king Nabhiraja along with her queen Marudevi began to reside in the city of
Ayodhya with pleasure. The Indra also offered his worship with anointing ceremony to both of
them assuming that the omniscient lord Rsabhadeva will take birth in their home.

Conception (Descent into Womb) of the Venerable Lord Vrsabhadeva

The empyreans began showering the rains of gems from the skies after learning that the
Lord Vrsabhadeva will descend here from the heavens and will be conceived after six months.
The Indra commanded his deity of wealth (Kubera) and showered the streams of the best of the
gems like beryl (Harin-mani), saphire (Indranila mani) and ruby (Padmaraga) etc. in the court-
yard of the palace of the king Nabhiraja. Thus, there has been the rains of gems for fifteen
months starting from six months before the conception and ending at the time of birth of
Vrsabhadeva nine months later.

Sixteen Dreams of the Mother

One day, while sleeping the chief queen Marudevi saw the following sixteen dreams at the
last Prahara (3-4 a.m.) of the night which indicated the birth of the Jina Lord Vrsabhadeva.
They are as follows-

(1) Airavata elephant - An excellent son will be born.

(2) Whitebull - He will be the best and supreme in the world.



42) Prathamanuyoga Vira Jnanodaya Granthamala

(3) Lion - Hewill be possessing infinite power & strength.
(4) Laxmi (goddess of wealth) - He will be anointed by deities on the top of
seated on lotus seat being Sumeru mountain.

anointed with the golden sacred
pitchers by the elephant.

(5) Two flower garlands - He will establish the true religious order.

(6) Fullmoon - He will offer delights to all the living beings.
(7) Therising sun - He will possess radiant lustre.

(8) Two sacred pitchers of gold - He will attain many kinds of treasures.

covered by lotus - leafl

(9) Two fish sporting in a pond - He will remain happy.

(10) A beautiful water-pond with lotuses He will have many auspicious body-marks and

meritorious attributes.
(11) Deep ocean with waves - He will be omniscient.

(12) An excellent throne made of gems

He will be the great preceptor of the universe
and he will acquire the kingdom of world.

(13) Heavenly abode shining with gems He will be conceived by arrival from the heavens.

(14) Nagendra's (Lord of Snakes) Palace

He will be enriched with the vision of clairvoy
ance.

He will be the treasure house of excellent

(15) Heap of gems shining with rays
meritorious qualities.

(16) Smokeless fire - He will burn the karmic fuel.

After seeing the above sixteen dreams, the queen Marudevi saw that a bull with a golden
yellow shine and with high shoulders had been entering into her lotus-like mouth signifying
that Lord Vrsabhadeva would be incarnated into her womb.

Later in the morning, the queen woke up by listening to the sounds of musical instruments
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and recital of hymns. Though she got awake much before these sounds and hymns due to
dreams, still the bards pleased the queen like the waking-up process through their musical
eulogies etc. The queen was highly pleased. She took the auspicious bath, dressed & ornamented
herself and went to her husband, saw him with reverence and sat beside him on half the royal
seat. She, then, requested the king Nabhiraja seated on the throne, “O Lord, I have seen sixteen
dreams in the last Prahara of the night today.”

She told all the dreams and requested, “O Lord, please interpet these dreams for me.” The
king Nabhiraja learnt the meaning of those dreams through his clairvoyance and told her as
shown in front of each dream earlier. The queen Marudevi was very much thrilled and pleased
by listening to the explanation of the dreams from the king Nabhiraja.

The third spoke of plentitude-cum-penury of this devolution epoch was to last for 84 lac
Purvas, 3 years and 8.5 months, when Vajranabhi Ahamindra completed his life-span in the
empyrean abode of Sarvarthasiddhi and transmigrationally arrived in the womb of the queen
Marudevi (i.e. was conceived by her) in the constellation of Uttarasadha on Asadha krsna
Dvitiya (the second day of the dark half of Asadhai.c. June-July). He got seated in the womb
without any obstruction like a pearl in the cavity of the oyster shell. At the time of his concep-
tion, there were certain signs in the heavenly world (as described earlier) which indicated the
deities about the conception of the Venerable. They came there, circumambulated the city of
Ayodhya thrice and offered their bowings to the parents of the Venerable. The courtyard of the
king Nabhiraja got full of deities. The Indra of Saudharma heaven along with other empyreans
celebrated the occassion of auspicious conception through many kinds of festivities like music
and dances etc. After the festivities, they offered their veneration to the parents in the form of
worship and went to their heavens. The Dik-Kumari goddesses began serving the pregnant
mother from the same day on the commands from Indra. During their service, these goddesses,
first of all, purified the mother’s womb by sacred divine materials brought from the heavens.
Though the mother was naturally serene and devoid of menses, facces and urines, still the
goddesses purified her. Out of these goddesses, (1) some carried the eight auspicious emblems
(Mangala Dravyas) before her, (2) some offered the betels for chewing, (3) some caused her to
take bath, (4) some adorated her with dresses and ornaments, (5) some formed an auspicious
square space (Mangal Cauka), (6) some sprinkled sandal water on the ground, (7) some offered
homage by waving of lamp circularly before her (Arati) and (8) many goddesses fastened
sacramental and protective thread on her wrist with pronounciation of incantational letters.
These goddesses began pleasing the mother through specific literary and religious meetings.
They also used to have many mystical questions and puzzles. The mother Marudevi also caused
the goddesses to be wonderstruck by solving the puzzles and explaining the meanings of even the
most difficult words immediately. The Venerable Vrsabhadeva did not cause any trouble for the
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mother despite being situated in her womb. Though the lean stomach of the mother Marudevi
remained adorated on the upper part of her belly with three folds (Trivali), still the foetus grew
gradually. All these were the effects of the miraculous power of the Venerable. There was neither
any dislocation in the stomach of the mother, nor there was blackening of the foreparts of her
breasts. Her face did also not become white. All these effects were just like a wonder.

Situated in the purified womb of the mother, the Venerable Vrsabhadeva was enriched
with three kinds of knowledges-sensory(Mati), scriptural (Sruta) and clairvoyance (Avadhi)
leading to his purified inner-self, looked so gracious as a unwavering lamp placed in a house
made of quartz crystals. The wife of Indra, sent by the Indra himself, also served secretly the
mother Marudevi to annihilate own sins. The mother Marudevi did not offer bowings to any
one but all the people of the world bowed to her like the goddess Sarasvati (goddess of learning)
and the excellently gracious phases of the moon whom everybody offers bowings but they do
not bow before anyone. What more can be said on this point ? It is all to say here that Marudevi
was the mother of Vrsabhadeva who was to systematise the order in the Land of Action
(Karmabhumi) after the lapse of the Land of Enjoyment. Virtually, he was the creator of the
universe and so his mother was the mother of the universe.

Birth of the Venerable Vrsabhadeva

After the passage of nine months, the mother Marudevi served by the goddesses like Sri,
Hr1 and others, gave birth to the Venerable Vrsabhadeva on Caitra Krsna Navami (the ninth day
of the dark half of Caitra i.e. March -April) at sunrise when there was the constellation of
Uttarasadha and the planetary conjunction of Brahma. The Venerable was graced with three
kinds of knowledges (as pointed out above), he was the only Lord of the three parts of Universe
and was enriched with high attributes (like an 0ld man) and extreme & exceptional brilliance in
the world. At this point of time, there was cleanliness & purity around all the directions. All the
people were highly pleased. The existing wish-fulfilling trees showered flowers naturally. There
was gentle blowing of cold and good smelling air all round. There were ringing of musical
instruments like large kettle-drums and tymbals etc. in the heavenly abodes without any efforts.
The seats of deities began suddenly vibrating and their diadems got automatically bowed as a
salute. There were sounds of ringing of bells in the abodes of empyreans (Kalpavasis), sounds
like roaring of lions in the astral abodes, drum sounds in the peripatetic abodes and conch-
sounds in the mansional abodes. On the basis of the vibration of his seat, the Indra also knew
the birth of the Tirthankara sun through his clairvoyance. He got off from his seat and offered
his bowings with devotion to the Venerable indirectly.
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Arrival of Indra

On learning the birth of the Venerable Lord, the Indra of Saudharma heaven, accompanied
by his wife and a train of empyreans, rode on the Airavata elephant of one lac Yojana in length
and breadth and moved towards the place of his birth. On being commanded by Indra, a seven-
component army of elephants and horses etc. and Samanika (like Indra in power but not
authoritative), Trayastrin$a (like ministers or priests), Parisada (like courtiers) etc. all types of
categories of empyreans also began moving surrounding him. All kinds of deities and their
Indras were coming there by riding over their heavenly Vimanas (space-crafts) & conveyances
pronouncing the word ‘Jaya, Jaya’ (Victory to the Lord) whose sound was pervading all the
skies. The Indra of Saudharma heaven surrounded by his train of empyreans reached the city of
Ayodhya after circumambulating it thrice.

Bringing out the Jina Child from Delivery Room

The wife of Indra entered the delivery room with great festivity and saw with pleasure the
Jina-infant and his mother Marudevi. First of all, she circumambulated the Jina-infant many
times and offered her bowings to him. She eulogised the mother of Jina in various ways and
made her under illusory sleep keeping own identity as secret. She kept an illusory child before
her and took the radiant, Universe-preceptor, the Venerable Jina by her hands and got highly
pleased. She touched the body of the Jina-infant repeatedly and earned high sacredness (punya)
to destroy her mode (paryaya) of female. While the wife of Indra was moving with the radiant
sun of Jina-infant in her lap, many Dik-Kumari goddesse were also moving ahead of her
carrying the eight-fold auspicious emblems. They were looking like the super-attainments or
prodigies of the Venerable Lord. The wife of Indra felt herself fully accomplished by this act
and handed over the Jina-infant to the Indra with great reverence.

Movement of Indra to Meru Mountain with the Venerable Lord in His Lap

The Saudharma Indra was not satisfied by seeing the charming beauty of the Venerable,
though he eulogised him in many ways and was feeling pleasure with the Venerable in his lap.
He, therefore, proteated thousand eyes for himself and saw the beauty of the Venerable. He,
then, raised his hand to indicate others to move fast to go to Meru mountain. The deities, then,
sounded auspicious slogans “O Lord, you be victorious, you be enriched etc.” The sloganeering
was so loud that all the directions became deaf-like. While moving through skies, the deities
were celebrating festivities of many kinds like singing hymns, dancing and music etc. The
Venerable was sitting in the lap of the Indra of Saudharma heaven. The Indra of Aisana heaven
was serving the Venerable by holding divine white parasol (Chatra) over the child. The Indras
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of Sanatkumara and Mahendra heavens were gently waving the white Camaras from both the
sides. The Camaras (fly-whisks) were as white as the Milky ocean (Ksira-Sagara). Seeing the
splendour of the Venerable at that time, even the wrong-faithed deities presumed the Indra as
authentic and began believing in the rightful Jaina path of salvation. To go to Meru mountain, the
steps of blue gems were constructed which were looking so gracious as the sky has transformed
itself in the form of the steps out of devotion. Gradually, the Indras and the deities reached one lac
Yojana (Y) or 40 crore miles high Meru mountain after crossing the astral world.

Birth Ceremony of the Jina-Child on Panduka Sila (Panduka Rock)

First of all, the Indra circumambulated the Meru mountain alongwith other deities with
great affection. Later, he got the sun-like Jina-child seated on the Panduka rock situated in the
north-east (Isana direction) in the Panduka forest. This rock is very sacred. It has a half-moon
shape and itis 100 Y in length, 50 Y in width and 8 Y in height. There is an excellent throne for
the Venerable Jina in the center of the rock. There are two splendid seats on both the sides of
the throne for the Indras of Saudharma and Aisana heavens. All the deities got seated properly
there surrounding the Panduka Sila so that they could see the splendour of the festivity of birth
of the Jina child. The army of deities also stayed in the Panduka forest and above the upper part
of the Meru mountain in the courtyard of the sky.

Now, the Indra of Saudharma heaven got ready to anoint the Venerable Jina child seated
on the throne kept on Panduka Sila. He seated him facing east. At that time, the whole sky was
pervaded by the sounds of kettle drums played by the deities. The goddesses began dancing.
The deities had constructed a big hall (mandapa) there, where all the creatures of the universe
could sit together without obstructing each other. The hall was decorated with the variety of
smelling garlands of flowers supplied through the wish-fulfilling trees.

After the initial ritual, Saudharma Indra lifted the first sacred pitcher smeared with sandal
paste for anointing the Jina child and the incantationist Ai$ana Indra lifted the second sacred
pitcher for the same purpose. Those sacred pitchers were 8 Y (64 miles) deep, 1 Y (8 miles)
wide on top (mouth) and 4 Y (32 miles) wide in the middle. They were golden. These sacred
pitchers were full of water of the Ksira Sagara brought by the deities from there. The pitchers
were having garlands of pearls hanging on their throat and they had been made graceful by
sandal - smeared A$oka twigs. The Indra proteated one thousand arms to lift all the sacred
pitchers and began anointing the Jina-child with all the pitchers simultancously. When the
Indra dropped the first stream of anointing water with slogans (utterances) of Jaya, Jaya, (Victory
or Glory be to the Lord), the other crores of deities also shouted the same slogans which filled
the skies. Afterward, all other Indras also anointed the Jina child simultaneously with water
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filled in golden pitchers. The anointing of Jina-child at that time was looking like the water of
many rivers like Ganga and Sindh etc. togetherly falling on his head. Though the Venerable was
newly born, but he was steady and non-vibrating like Meru mountain during the anointment.
The water flowing on ground from the Meru mountain after the anointing of the Venerable was
looking like the fact that this flow of water of Ksira Sagar was measuring the height of Meru
mountain. The mountain was getting wettened by the water flow from its top to bottom and
imaginations ran whether it is a mountain of quartz gems or it is the nectar reservoir.

When the anointment was over with the pure water, the Indra started anointing the Jina-
child with the water of fragrant materials. After completing this step, the Indra and other deities
began reciting the hymns of world peace (Santimantra) with high sounds. The deities first put
on the sacred fragrant water (Gandhodaka) on their foreheads and later applied it to their whole
body. They kept the remaining of it to be carried over to the heavens. On completion of the
ritual of anointing, the deities circumambulated the radiant Venerable and worshipped him with
consecrated octad of substances like (1) water, (2) sandal, (3) unbroken rice grains (Aksata),
(4) flowers (Puspa), (5) Naivedya (Edible dishes), (6) Dipa (Arati or lamp), (7) incense (Dhuipa),
(8) fruits (Phala) alongwith with their composite (Arghya). May the Venerable with purified
soul sanctify the whole world who was anointed by the Indra himself, who had a throne for
being anointed at Meru mountain, who had the goddesses as dancers, who had deities as his
attendants, who had a water pan to have bath in the water of Ksira ocean & who had been
anointed on supreme Sumeru mountain.

Afterwards, Saci Indrani began to dress up and put on ornamentation on the Venerble
Vrsabhadeva. First she wiped out the water drops on his body by the soft towel, made the tilaka
(an auspicious red coloured mark) on his forehead and ornamented him with garlands, crown,
ring (in finger), armlet, bracelet and girdle on waist etc. and with divine clothes. The Indra
could not seem to be satisfied himself on seeing the beauty of the ornamented Venerable and so
he proteated thousands of eyes to see him. All the deities also felt their lives fortunate by seeing
his beauty with their unblinking eyes. Afterwards all the deities and Indras culogised the Venerable
Lord in many ways.

Later, the Indra along with other deities carried the ornamented and gracious Jina-child
and entered the highly gracious house of his father Nabhiraja. He got him seated on the throne
made by the deities in the courtyard of the house and made the parents happy. The Indra
worshipped & offered homage to them with garlands, ornaments and precious clothes. They
praised the parents through recital of many hymns and said, ‘O revered ones, today this house has
become sacred like a Jina temple for us. You are the parents of the Lord of the three worlds, the
first Tirthankara (of this epoch). Hence, you are the parents of all the three worlds™. Thus, the
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Indra handed over the Venerable to them with many kinds of eulogies. The parents also publicly
celebrated the festivity of the birth of the Venerable in this city with the citizens again. The gleeful
festivity in the city of Ayodhya was also of the same level as that held on the Meru mountain.
The residents of the inner part of the palace of the king also participated in this festivity.

On seeing the festivity of the citizens and their glee, the Indra began to play a drama named
‘Ananda’ (Joy) to express his own sentiments of joy. The earth as a whole with its mountains and
oceans in the three worlds was the theatre. The Indra himself was the chief dancer. The best of the
men like the king Nabhiraja and others were the spectators of the drama. The (future) world-teacher
and the Venerable Vrsabhadeva was the adorable Lord of this drama. The objective of the drama was
to accomplish the three supreme Purusarthas of religion, riches and desires and to acquire liberations
of the nature of supreme bliss. The Indra, first of all, played the scene of decent of the Venerable in
the womb (conception) in the drama accomplishing the three kinds of supreme Purusarthas. Later, he
played the scene related with the birth and anointment (at Meru) of the Venerable. He, later, played
many scenes depicting the ten pre-births of Mahabala etc. of the Venerable and also many other
dramas. Later, the Indra recited benedictory prologue (Mangalacarana), threw handful of sacred
flowers (Puspanjali) around and started frantic dancing (Tandava Nrtya). The deities were pleased
with this show and they showered flowers from the skies out of devotion. Crores of musical instruments
began sounding simultaneously. The Kinnara goddesses began singing auspicious songs. The king
Nabhiraja alongwith Marudevi was highly wonder-struck by this amazing dance. They were highly
pleased with the commendations made by the Indra.

Naming Ceremony

The Venerable Lord is supreme in the world and he will shower rains of the nectar of
religion beneficial to the world. Knowing this, the Indra gave a meaningful name of Vrsabhadeva
to him. Later, many other names were also given to him like ‘Purudeva’, ‘Adinatha’,
‘Rsabhadeva’ and so on.

When the naming ritual was over, the Indra commanded many divine youths of same age,
beauty and dress to serve and play with the child Jina. Similarly, he commanded many goddesses
to live with child Jina for his proper caring in bathing, dressing, ornamenting and playing.
Later, the Indra and his company went to their respective abodes.

Childhood of the Venerable Vrsabhadeva

In the first days of childhood, the Venerable Vrsabhadeva, sometimes, had gentle smiles.
Sometimes, he made his parents gleeful with his slow and zigzag walking on the gemmed
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carthy ground and playing with the divine children on the gem-dust.

(1) He possessed the three kinds of knowledges—sensory, scriptural and clairvoyance
since birth and therefore, He was the realiser of the state of the world.

(2) He was preceptionally proficient in all the scriptures.
(3) He was the only master of the goddess of learning (Sarasvati).

Because of all this, he became the preceptor of all the world. His body was extraordinary
like the heated gold and it was devoid of facces, urine and sweating. His body had white blood
like the milk. He had the supreme symmetrical (Samacaturasra) configuration and supreme
adamantine wrapped and nailed bone-joints (vajra-vrsabha-naraca Sanhanana). His body had
acquired the supreme stage of beauty and fragrance. It was enriched with 1008 omens and
incomparable strength. The Venerable spoke highly beneficial and elegant words. He did not
drink the mother’s milk (breast milk) but he drank the nectar, established in his hand thumb by
the Indra. He grew gradually by sucking his thumb.

The ultimate-bodied Venerable had a life-span of 84 lac Purvas. There were 108 omens
like Srivrksa (an auspicious tree), conch, lotus and Svastika (a four-armed auspicious symbol)
on his body along with 900 marks & symobls like Masurika etc. It means that the 1008 omens
(108 +900 as above) were gracing the body of the Venerable. Gradually, the childhood of the
Venerable was spent with happiness arising through enjoying the varied & best consumable and
mutiple-consumable materials provided to him by the divinities.

Divinely-supplied Foods, Clothes etc. for the Venerable Lord

All the articles for the Lord like soft bed, soft seat, clothes, ornaments, cosmetics, foods,
conveyances and space-crafts etc. were made by the divinities. According to Trilokasara verses
521,551 (p.446), there is an assembly hall named ‘Sudharma’ in the north-cast direction of the
abode of the Indra of Saudharma heaven. There is the throne of the Indra in its centre. There are
Manastambhas (vanity - subduing pillars) in front of this assembly hall. These pillars are 1 Y
wide & 36 Y high. They are round with twelve sections in them. There are many baskets
hanging from these pillars through the chains of gems. These baskets contain the clothes,
ornaments etc. to be worn by the Venerable. The Indras and other divinities bring all the
commodities useful for the enjoyment of the Venerable from these baskets only.
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Marriage Ceremony of the Venerable Vrsabhadeva

When the king saw that the Venerable has become young, he thought to himself, “My son
has a high inclination to establish the religious order. He will definitely get initiated after
leaving all his royal possessions and going to the forest. Neverthless, I should think about his
suitable partner on the basis of public insistence until there is a proper time for initiation.”
Thinking thus, the king Nabhiraja went to the Venerable with regards and told him, “O Vener-
able, I want to tell something to you. Please listen to me carefully. You are the Lord of the
world. You should, therefore, serve the world. You are the Brahma-the creator of the Universe
and you are the self-existent and self-begotten. We, the parents, are only instrumental in your
birth. The public follows the great people, hence, O wisest of the men! you should think about
marriage with the best of the girls. By doing so, the continuity of progeny will not be termi-
nated and it will catalyse the growth of the religious tradition also. O Lord, I request you to
follow the duty of marriage which makes the human race to continue. If you take me as your
father-teacher in any way, you should not disobey my words.”

On listening to these words of the king Nabhiraja, the Venerable smiled and accepted his
words by pronouncing the word ‘Om’ (which conveys the meaning of consent, “let it be s0”).
It can not be said definitely whether this consent for marriage by the Venerable Lord, conqueror
of the sensual pleasures, was the result of skillful speech of his father or his desire for the
benefit of the public or it was the karmic destiny.

On listening to the consent of the Venerable Lord, the king Nabharaja with the permission of
Indra, married him with two girls - Yasasvati and Sunanda who had the best of the qualities and
character. Both of these girls were the sisters of the kings Kaccha and Mahakaccha. The Indras held
many festivities on the occasion of the marriage of the Venerable in which the deities also participated.

The Sons and Daughters of the Venerable Vrsabhadeva

Once upon a time, while the great queen Yasasvatt was sleeping, she saw the following
dreams in the last Prahara of night : (1) Eclipsed earth, (2) Sumeru mountain, (3) the Sun
associated with the moon, (4) Lotus-pond with swans and, (5) Waving sea. When the queen
was awake in the morning due to auspicious sounds and songs of musical instruments, she
went to her husband Vrsabhadeva and asked him about the effects of the dreams. When she
learnt from him, “You will have a son who will be Cakravarti (universal monarch),” she was
highly pleased. After nine months, Yasasvati gave birth to a highly fortunate son. There were
auspicious constellation and planetary confluence etc. at the time of his birth. It was the ninth
day of the dark half of the month of Caitra (March-April). This son was the first Cakravarti (of
this epoch) named Bharata.
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Later on, there were ninety nine sons named Vrsabha-sena, Anantavirya etc. born to the
queen Yasasvati. All of them were Carama $ariri (ultimate-bodied) and great heros. Yasasvati
also gave birth to a daughter named ‘Brahmi’. The second wife of the Venerable Vrsabhadeva
gave birth to the Venerable Bahubali and a daughter named Sundari. Bahubali was the first
Kamadeva (cupid - like man) out of twenty four Kamadevas. The Venerable Vrsabhadeva was
gracefuly enjoying the life with these 101 sons and two daughters. The Lord's parents-king
Nabhiraja & queen Marudevi were also very happy. When the sons and daughters attained the
proper age, the Venerable cultivated them with good qualities and undertook all the refinement
rituals for them (Sanskaras). In the beginning of the era of the land of action, He graced all of
them with many ornaments like necklace, bracelet and ring etc. on throat and chest etc.

Studies of Brahmi and Sundari

Sometimes, the Venerable Vrsabhadeva was sitting happily on his throne and was thinking
about the preaching of various types of arts and learnings. While in this thoughtful mood, both ofhis
daughters, in beautiful dresses came to him and offered theirregards to him. The Venerable also got
them seated in his lap with great affection and blessings. He caressed them with his hands and began
enjoying amusement with them. Later on, he asked them to make efforts for studying arts and
learnings. He said, “This is the proper time for your studies.” After saying so, he blessed them and
installed his mentally thought Srutadevata (scripture-god) on the wide golden plate with respect. He
recited abenedictory prologue-*‘Siddham Namah” (Bowings to the Salvated ones) and asked Brahmi
to write alphabets (A, A etc.) correctly after writing them with his right hand. This alphabet system
isknown as ‘Siddha matrka’ (Accomplished alphabets or syllables) which has a two-fold nature of
vowels and consonants. It serves the basis of all learnings. The Venerable, then, wrote ikai-dahaii.c.
‘one (1), ten (10) etc.” from his left hand and instructed Sundari to write these numbers of Math-
ematics. There is neither any scripture nor any learning without Vanmaya. Hence, the Venerable, in
the first instance, taught them all about it. The group of three-grammar, metrology and figures of
speech forms the Vanmaya (the whole scriptures). The grammar composed by the Venerable was
highly detailed which contained more than one hundred chapters. The Venerable taught the alphabets
first to his daughter ‘Brahmi’ and that is why the script is called ‘Brahmi’ script even today. Both of
these daughters became qualified to be reincarnated as the goddess of learning ‘Sarasvati’ after
studying all the learnings by the grace of their father.

Studies of the Bharata etc. Sons of the Venerable

Similarly, the Venerable Vrsabhadeva, the Lord of the Universe, made his Bharata etc.
sons full of reverence and taught many kinds of learnings and disciplines based on established
tradition to them. He taught them many subjects and the texts like economics, dance and drama,
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painting, architecture, artisanship, sexology, Ayurveda (Science of Life-span), gemology and
mystical diagramology and the like. What could be said more about it ? The Venerable taught
them all the subjects useful for the people. This way, a large span of time was spent in the
householder’s life of the Venerable while enjoying all kinds of pleasures alongwith his wives,
sons and daughters. Thus, the first phase of life (youthhood) of 20 lac Purvas was completed
by him.

Due to the passage of time, the power of the wish-fulfilling trees and various types of
medicines (Mahausadhi, Diptausadhi etc.) was likely finished. The grains etc. useful for sus-
taining the livelihood of men and which grew without sowing, also became rare. The public
became much worried due to the powerlessness of wish-fulfilling trees for supplies. With the
desire of sustaining the life, they went to the king Nabhiraja who directed them to go to the
Venerable Lord Vrsabhadeva. They went to him and requested, “O Lord of the Universe, we
have come to you so that you could tell us the ways and means for sustaining our lives. Please
make our lives secure.”

The Venerable became compassionate on the people and thought to himself, "Those
conditions have to be created here also, which are existing in the eastern and western Videha
regions. It is only under these condition that the public may be secured. There should be the
same system of six types of professions of warriorship, writing etc., same system of castes or
clans like the Ksatriyas (Warriors) etc. and same type of social structure in the form of houses,
and villages etc. The application of similar ways will make the life secure here. The wish-
fulfilling trees have disappeared resulting in the current state of affairs i.e. the land of action. It
is, therefore, proper to earn the livelihood by six kinds of professions like warriorship etc.”
(Please refer to Adipurana, verses 143-44, chapter 16, p.350).

Later, as soon as the Venerable Lord remembered Indra, he instantly appeared alongwith
his attending deities. He classified the society as below for the livelihood of the people. He
performed the first auspicious act to construct a Jina temple in the centre of the city of Ayodhya
on an auspicious day under excellent astral and planetary conditions. He, later, gradually con-
structed four other Jina temples-one each in the four directions of east, west, north and south of
the city. He also created the great countries like Kogala etc., cities like Ayodhya etc., forests
and ‘large and small’ villages with boundaries.The capital Ayodhya was looking graceful by
the fort, surrounding walls (Prakara), trenches (Parikha), city - entry gates and attics etc. Due
to the proper divisions of city and villages, the Indra was meaningfully designated as “‘Purandara’
(City maker). At the end, he got the people inhabited in the villages and cities and felt the
accomplishment of his duties. Later, he sought permission from the Venerable to leave for his
abode and wentaway.
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Teaching of Six Professions by the Venerable

As per Adipurana, chapter 16, verses 179 (p. 362), the Venerable Vrsabhadeva said that
the following six professions are the means of livelihood of the people:

(1) Asi (Using weapons for protecting purposes)
(2) Masi  (Writing)

(3) Krsi (Agriculture)

(4) Vidya (Learnings)

(5) Vanijya (Commerce)

6) Silpa  (Arts and Crafts)

It was proper for the Venerable that he taught the six professions as means of livelihood
for the people because at that time he was the householder and attached with worldly activities
(Saragi) and not detached (Vitaragi). Infact, the teachings on worldly matters can be offered in
the attached state only. Out of these six professions :

(1) to serve the society through protecting by weapons like sword etc. is the ‘Asi karma’.
(2) to serve the society through writings is the ‘Masi karma’.

(3) to serve the society through ploughing the land and sowing the seeds etc. is the ‘Krsi-
karma’.

(4) to serve the society through learning and teaching scriptures and performing arts
(music-dance etc.) is ‘Vidyakarma’.

(5) to serve the society through trades and business is “Vanijya karma’.
(6) to serve the society through arts and handicrafts like painting etc. is 'Silpa karma'.

During the same period, the first Lord of the creation (Adibrahma), the Venerable
Vrsabhdeva established the three-caste system (on the basis of activities) which included the
warriors (Ksatriyas-protectors during calamities), tradesmen (Vaisyas-businessmen) and menials
(Sudras, manual workers). All the activities related with marriages, relationship between castes
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and mutual social behaviour of these three castes were done as per the advice of the Venerable
Lord. All the means of livelihood, devoid of violence at that time, were initiated with the
approval of the Venerable. Thus, the Venerable became designated as ‘Krta-yuga’ (Creator of
this Age) as he established the era of actions (Karmayuga). He was called as ‘Prajapati’ (Lord
of the People), because he started the ‘age of action’ on the first day of the dark half of the
month of Asadha. He became known as ‘TIksvaku’ (a lineage) because he advised the people to
collect Sugarcane juice. He could be called as ‘Kasyapa’ (a gotra) as he protected the spiritual
power. He was called ‘Manu’ as he thought of the ways and means for the livelihood of the
people. He was also called the 'Kulakara' or 'Kuladhara' (Family founder or patriarch) because
he established and managed the family system. The people of that age called him by many
names like 'Vidhata' (Creator of the world system), 'Visvakarma' (Supreme architect of
world) and 'Srasta’ (Creator) etc.

The Coronation Ceremony of the Venerable Lord

Afterkeeping up of the people happy for long time by the Venerable, the Indra and deities
held a great festivity on the occasion of his coronation. The anointing water for coronation was
brought from the holy rivers like Ganga and Sindhu etc., small lakes like Nanda and Nandottara
etc. and oceans like Nandi$vara, Svayambhuramana & Ksira Sagara etc. The anointing ceremony
was commenced with golden pitchers along with singing of songs, playing musical instruments
and dancing. All the greatkings including the king Nabhiraja also started anointing him together
presuming that the best of men Vrsabhadeva was really capable to be coronated. The citizens
also anointed his feet by the Saryu river water through the cups of lotus leaves and earthen pots.

The Indra, then, offered homage with circularly waving kindled lamps (Arati) before him
and clothed and ornamented him with materials brought from the heavens. The king Nabhiraja
coronated him with his crown saying, ‘“The Venerable Vrsabhadeva is the Lord of all the great
crowned kings.” Later, the Indras and other deities staged the drama of ‘Ananda’ (Enjoyment)
as done previously and went back to their abodes. The ruling period of the Venerable had a
duration of 63 lac Purvas. It was being enjoyed with his sons and grandsons.

Detachment of the Venerable Lord Vrsabhadeva

Once, while the Venerable was sitting on his throne in the centre of the large assembly
hall, Saudharma Indra came there alongwith his divinities and nymphs. He had brought the
materials to be offered in the worship of the Venerable. He got the singing and dancing com-
menced by the nymphs and musician deities. The Indra thought of how the Venerable will get
devoid of attachments from the worldly sensual pleasures. Accordingly, he appointed such a
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nymph for dancing whose life-span was highly faded. The nymph was named ‘Nilanjana’.
While she was dancing with high sentiments, emotions and tunes in the assembly hall, the lamp
of her life-span got extinguished and she became invisible within a moment. Lest there may be
interruption in merriment, the Indra proteated another nymph of the same form and dance
continued as usual. Though the quality of dance was the same, however, the Venerable Lord
could understand the difference between the earlier and present dance. Immediately, his attitude
changed and he became detached with sensual enjoyments and developed desire for salvation
and emotion of detachment. He began thinking to himself. “What a wonder ! This world is
destructible. The riches are as unsteady as the lightning in the sky. All the youth, health and
prosperity etc. are of the nature of emergence and evacuation”. During these thoughts, his mind
had been subdued by the purifications which looked like the companions of the goddess of
salvation had come there in the form of twelve introspective reflections (Anupreksas). The
Indra did know all these internal activities of the Venerable by his clairvoyance. At this time,
the Laukantika devas, the empyrean sages came down from the heaven of Brahmasvarga to
applaud his detachmental attitude and offer worship for the auspicious occasion of his initiation
to sainthood. These empyrean sages have eight categories : (1) Sarasvata, (2) Aditya, (3) Vanhi,
(4) Aruna, (5) Gardatoya, (6) Tusita, (7) Avyabadha and (8) Arista. All these are the excellent
among the empyreans and, therefore, they are called ‘Devarsi’ (empyrean sages). They are
child-celibates, detached and proficient in eleven primary canonical scriptures (11 Angas) and
fourteen pre-canons (14 Purvas) because of their studies and practices in their earlier birth.
They reside at the end of the fifth heaven-Brahmasvarga and as a rule, they attain salvation in
a single rebirth. These empyreans, first of all, offered their homage to the Venerable by
worshipping with flowers of the wish-fulfilling trees and, then, they eulogised him with many
hymns of meaningful senses for the occasion. These empyreans went to their abodes by accom-
plishing their mission and feeling as obliged by the Venerable.

In the meanwhile, the seats of the Indras began vibrating and they came with their vehicles
and groups of deities and stayed in the sky alongwith their groups surrounding the city of
Ayodhya. Later on, the Indra anointed the Venerable with the water of Ksira-Sagara and dressed
him with divine clothes and ornaments. The Venerable Vrsabhadeva coronated his eldest son
Bharata as the crowned king of his kingdom and appointed Bahubali as the crown-prince.
When both the functions - the initiation ceremony of the Venerable and the coronation of
Bharata were under celebration, all the beings of heavenly and earthly worlds were feeling
highly gleeful. The Venerable distributed his kingdom among his other sons too after crowning
and crown-princing both the elder sons.
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Lord's Departure To the Forest for Initiation (Diksa)

The Venerable Vrsabhadeva sought permission for initiation from his parents and other
family members before he sat into the ‘Sudarsana’ palanquin brought by the Indra. This was
carried by the kings for seven paces (a native unit of distance) and later the Vidyadharas (proficient
in superpowers by birth) carried it to a further distance of seven paces in the sky. Later, the
triad of mansional deities and empyrean deities took the palanquin on their shoulders and
carried it into the skies with great glee. It is sufficient to state about the glory of the Venerable
Vrsabhadeva that his palanquin was carried by the Indra-lord of heaven himself. The Yaksa
deities were showering rains of fragrant flowers. The cold air was blowing and crores of
auspicious musical instruments were being played. When the Venerable made his departure to
forest, the queens like Yasasvati and Sunanda and many ministers also walked behind him. The
grief caused tears in their eyes. The queens alongwith many other chief women of the inner
palace, were following the Venerable Lord with the sacred material for offering worship to
him. The king Nabhiraja and his queen Marudevi also followed him alongwith many other
kings to see the festivity of the auspicious event of initiation of the Lord. The emperor Bharata
also followed him along with his ministers, sub-ordinate kings and younger brothers with great
grandeur. In the end, the Venerable Vrsabhadeva reached the extended forest named
'Siddharthaka'. This forest was neither too far nor too near the city of Ayodhya. The army of
the deities of Indra also reached this forest pervading all the sky and the earth. This forest was
highly alluring due to the sweet chirping of many birds and the trees like Asoka, Campaka,
Banyan, Saptaparna and Mangoes. The deities had already placed there the rock made of
auspicious Candrakanta mani and smeared with auspicious drops of liquid from the rubbed
sandal paste. The Indranis had made Mangal Cauka of gem-powders on it by their own hands.
A wonderful hall of big cloth screen was also prepared on the rock which looked highly pleasing
on account of incense pots, auspicious emblems and flags. The Venerable got down from the
palanquin and got seated on the above rock. He made sermons to the deities and human beings
and advised the aggrieved public, “O my dear people, please do not be aggrieved. When the
separation of the body (death) of the living beings is imminent, what to say of other things ?
I have appointed my greatly efficient eldest son Bharata to serve and protect you. You also
serve him with your religious and dutiful attitude.”

After listening to the advice of the Venerable, the public worshipped him. This place was
later called as ‘Prayaga’ (place of initiation, a pilgrimage currently called as Allahabad), as
described in the verse 96, Page 174, Harivansa Purana & also Padmapurana.

The Venerable abandoned all the internal and external possessions after asking the family
members and other humble kings about it. The Venerable sat in the lotus - posture facing east
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and hand-plucked his hairs by Pancamusthi (using fist 5 times) with pronouncing the incanta-
tion of ‘Om Namah Siddhebhyah’ (Bowings to the Salvated ones) and offering salutations to
them. The Venerable got initiated to sainthood on the ninth day of the dark half of Caitra
(March-April) in an auspicious zodiac and Uttarasadha constellation. The plucked hairs were
sacred as they were on the head of the Venerable. They were put into a gems-made basket by the
Indra and were drowned into the Ksira ocean with great regards.

When the Venerable got initiated, four thousand obedient kings of the lineages of
Iksvaku, Kuru, Ugra and Bhoga etc. also accepted initiation. They thought, “Whatever is
taken as beneficial to our lord, it should also be taken in the same way by us.” On thinking
thus, they became Digambara (naked) ascetics physically (Dravyalingi) and not psychically
(Bhavalingi). By observing the Venerable getting initiated, many of these kings got initiated
due to affection, many due to delusion and many due to the fear of the Venerable. After
initiation, the Indra proteated one thousand eyes to see the beauty of the face of the Venerable
and stood unsatisfied for a good amount of time before him praising him with various
great hymns. Afterwards, the emperor Bharata worshipped his lotus-like feet with eight-
fold materials (Jala, Candana etc.). He also worshipped him with offers of fruits like
mangoes, rose-apples, pomegranates, betel-nuts and coconuts ete. and repeatedly bowed
before him.

Propensity of Mithyatva (Wrongness)

When the Venerable got initiated, he acquired the Manah-paryaya Jnana (Knowledge which
knows the things in others' mind). He got engaged in steady and silent meditation after resolv-
ing for a six month fasting and renouncing the attachment with the body. When the Venerable
was in the state of freedom from desires-Kaccha, Mahakaccha & other kings, who gotinitiated
unthoughtfully, began loosing their patience. The physically initiated ascetics lost patience due
to the difficulties of afflictions of hunger and thirst etc. within 2-3 months of their initiation.
They requested the Venerable, “What should we do now ? You are exerting to have detachment
from the body through austerities, but we have gone sad due to these vitality-destroying aus-
terities.” They thought, “We will live on roots, tubers and fruits grown in the forest until the
meditation of the Venerable is completed.” Thus, many of these cowardly kings got indifferent
for austerities and got ready with distressful words and propensities. They began moving in the
forests for getting fruits etc. and began going to ponds for satisfying their thirst. On seeing all
this, the forest deities advised them not to do so. They said, “O foolish men, this great naked
garb is accepted even by the Enlightened ones and universal monarchs etc. You should not
make it a position of distress. In other words, do not pluck fruits from the trees and do not
drink the unpurified water of the forest ponds in this highest garb.” On listening to the advice
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of the forest deities, the distressed ascetics got afraid of their words and so these demoralized
ascetics changed their garbs in many ways.

Out of them, many people began clothing themselves with the barks of the trees, began
cating forest-grown fruits and began drinking forest waters. Many of them began wearing old
lion-cloth and began acting on their own will. Many of them smeared their bodies with ashes
and became Jatadhart (having matted hairs). Many of them became bearers of a stick (Danda) and
many of them became saints with three sticks. They did not go to their respective cities out of the
fear of the emperor Bharata. They began living in the same forest by constructing their hutments.
Many of them became wandering monks. Some of them became perverse heretics due to delusion.
They worshipped the feet of the Venerable Vrsabhadeva with water and flowers. They had no
other deity for them except the Venerable Vrsabhadeva. Maricikumar, the son of Bharata and
grandson of the Venerable also became the leading wandering monk among these heretics. The
science of Yoga and the philosophy of Sankhyas were propounded first by him only.

Austerities of the Venerable

The Venerable Vrsabhadeva was absorbed in meditation in as steady a way as the unwavering
mountain of Meru. During his austerities, his hairs got matted because they were not caressed.
These matted and twisted hairs were spread over the head of the Venerable through the stroke
of airs. They looked like the black slag coming out of the soul like gold heated by the fire of
meditation. Due to the excellence of austerities of the Venerable, the whole forest became full
ofradiance throughout the day and night. The forest was getting graced with fruits and flowers
of all the seasons. The animals like lion and deer etc. were offering their worship to the Vener-
able resigning their in-born enmity.

In the meantime, the sons of the king Kaccha and Mahakaccha came to the Venerable.
Their names were Nami and Vinami. They were full of devotion and offered their bowings
before him and said, “O Venerable! Be pleased with us. You have distributed your kingdom
among all your sons and grandsons, but you forgot us during the process. Please award some
enjoyment factors for us also.”

It should be noted that these two princes were the nephews of the Venerable. In other
words, the wives Yasasvati and Sunanda were the sisters of the kings- Kaccha and Mahakaccha
and both the princes were the sons of these kings.

During their request, the throne of Dharanendra began trembling because their requests
seemed to create disturbance in the meditation of the Venerable. He came to the Venerable and
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began trying to let them understand, “Both of you go to the emperor Bharata. As the Venerable
has become indifferent to sensualism, how can he award enjoyment factors to you ? He is
exerting only for attaining liberation, thus, it is futile of picketing before him.”

On listening to this advice, both the brothers told him, “It is wrong on your part to
interfere in our personal matters without any right. We will not go to Bharata. We have come
to the Lord of the three worlds. We will not leave him.”

Dharanendra was pleased with their persistence, self-respect & devotion to the Lord. He
said, “I am Dharanaraja-the Indra of the lower universe (Patala loka). The Venerable is pleased
with your devotion. He has sent me to you to offer you the commodities for enjoyment. You
come with me immediately.”

On hearing this and assuming that the Venerable is pleased with us and has commanded
Dharanendra for us, they immediately accompanied him. Dharanendra got both of them seated
in his Vimana (divine aircraft) and went to the Vijayardha mountain. This mountain is 50 Y
wide, 25 Y high and its length touches the eastern and western coasts of Lavana ocean. Itis in
the center of Bharata region. It has sixty cities in north and fifty cities in south in its first row.
The Vidyadharas live in these cities. There is no six-fold time-changes in an epoch like the
Aryan sections. Of course, there are changes similar to the beginning to end of the fourth
spoke. There are no diseases or calamities, fear, over-rains and no-rains etc.

The Dharanendra entered the city of Rathanupuracakravala, graced with high flying flags
with them. He got both the princes seated on the throne and said to the Vidyadharas, “Now,
these princes are your kings.” Later, he coronated them with anointment through the sacred
golden pitchers in the hands of the Vidyadhara ladies. Afterwards, he said to the Vidyadharas.
“Just as the Indra is the lord of heaven, similarly the king Nami is the lord of the southern row
and Vinami is the lord of the northern row of cities now. The Venerable Vrsabhadeva, the
originator of the world of the land of action (Karmabhiimi) has sent them here with his own
approval. Accordingly, all of you should offer homage to them and observe their orders.” All
the Vidyadharas agreed to the words of Dharanendra and accepted them as their kings with
bowing heads.

The First Food of the Venerable Vrsabhadeva

When six months of meditation and fasting were over, the world great teacher, Venerable
Vrsabhadeva began thinking. “It is necessary to take food for establishing the method of food-
taking by Jaina saints and sustaining the body and life. However, the purified food should be
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offered for saints as per the prescribed way (with Navadhabhakti). He felt sorry that the newly
initiated ascetics, born in high families went astray due to the affliction of hunger and thirst etc.
as nobody knew the right way of offering prescribed saint food to them. I will, therefore, tell
the proper procedure for taking food for accomplishing the path of liberation smoothly. The
liberation - aspirant saints should neither lean their bodies nor nourish it with delicacies of
food.” It is stated in Mahapurana (page-20) that one should adopt a medium way of subsistence
so that the senses may remain under control and they should not run after the wrong path.

On making such a resolution, the heroic and patient Venerable Lord Vrsabhadeva began
pedestrian wandering (Vihara),whichever areas he walked through with iryapatha suddhi
(carefulness), the residents of the areas got pleasure and bowed before him with respects. The
people, in those times, were ignorant about the procedure for offering food to the saints. They
even did not understand why the Venerable is wandering on foot. Many people began to follow
him during these wanderings. Many people offered him baskets of gems asking him to be
pleased to accept their small offer. Many people brought innumerable things and vehicles be-
fore him, but the Venerable was indifferent to all of this and moved ahead silently. Many
people brought fragrant materials, clothes, ornaments etc. for him. Many ignorant people brought
even their young girls and requested him to marry with them. Many people brought food
materials for him.

Six more months passed away in this way of wandering with amazing and excellent practices
of saint life by the Venerable. After completion of a year, the Venerable Lord Vrsabhadeva
reached the town of Hastinapura in the Kuru-Jangala Country (Currently in Merrut Distt. of
U.P.). It was as gracious as the golden ornament. The king of that country was Somaprabha -
the Sikhamani (gem leader) of Kuru lineage. His younger brother was the king ‘Sreyansa
Kumara’. Once king Sreyansa Kumar saw some excellent dreams in the last Prahara of the
night. The royal priestinterpreted them as excellent. On hearing his words, both the brohers sat
for talking about the story of the Venerable. However, as soon as they sat for it, the Venerable
Vrsabhadeva came there while wandering solitarily. The janitor (door-attendant) Siddhartha
gave the news of his arrival to the king. Both the brothers came to the courtyard of the royal
palace and bowed devotedly before the Venerable from a distance. Then, they went to him,
circumambulated him thrice and washed his feet with water and offered him their worship.

On seeing the face of the Venerable, the king Sreyansa Kumara got his pre-birth remembered.
He recollected all the incidents during his pre-birth as Varjajangha and Srimati. He remembered
that in the eighth pre-birth, the Venerable was in the form of king Vajra-jangha and he was
Srimati-his queen. The pair had offered food to the pair of sky-moving prodigied saints with
high devotion. He, suddenly, remebered the whole procedure of offering Ahara to the saints at
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that time and got ready to offer food to the Venerable. The food-offerer has to offer Ahara with
nine fold devotion (Navadha bhakti) in the form of (1) Invitation (Padagahana), (2) Offering
high seat, (3) Washing feet, (4) Offering of worship, (5) Bowings to the saint, (6-8) Proclama-
tion of the purity of mind, speech and body and (9) Proclamation of the purity of food. Thus,
following the procedure, the king Somaprabha, his queen Laksmimati and Sreyansa Kumara
offered the sugarcane juice in the hand-bowl of the Venerable. Because of this great offering of
foods, the deities in the sky showered the rains of five wonderful things (i.e. gems, flowers,
sacred water or Gandodaka, cool breeze and divine sounds). This was the third day of the bright
half of Vaisakha (April-May). Because of this first food-intake of the Venerable, this day is
celebrated as *Aksaya Tritiya’ even today.

The deities informed the emperor Bharata about the food-offering and its great effects. He
also came there and eulogised the king Sreyansa repeatedly calling him as ‘Founder of saint
food- offering’ (Dana-tirtha-pravartaka). The Venerable was possessed of four kinds of knowl-
edge at this time. This way, he continued his austerities for one thousand years.

Acquirement of Omniscience by the Venerable Vrsabhadeva

Once, while pedestrian wandering, the Venerable sat in the posture of sitting on hams
(Paryankasana) on a rock under a banyan tree in ‘Sakatasya’ garden in the town of Purimatalapura.
The king Vrsabhasena of this town was the son of the Venerable and the younger brother of
Bharata. During meditation there, the Venerable Lord burnt the fuel of four destructive Karmas
(Ghatiya karmas) by his meditational fire (of inner spiritual energy) and he acquired the absolute
knowledge or omniscience (Kevalajnana) which perceives the whole universe (Loka) and non-
universe (A-loka). When the Venerable acquired omniscience on the eleventh day of the dark half
of the Phalguna month (Feb. - March) in the constellation of Uttarasadha, all the three worlds got
agitated. The bells began ringing in the empyrean world automatically. The astral world got full of
lion-roaring. The drums started beating in the peripatetic world and there was the conch-sounds in
the world of mansional deities. The seats of all the Indras began waving together and the wish-
fulfilling trees began shower of flowers. By all these signs, the clairvoyant Indra knew about the
acquirement of omniscience by the Venerable and so he bowed with devotion.

On command from Indra, the lord of riches-Kubera constructed the holy assembly
(Samavasarana) with the help of the empyrean sculptors. This is constructed in round shape
with the Indranila gems. It has a size of 12 Y and shape of a wide lotus. In the center of this
holy assembly, there is a gandhakuti (fragrant seat) raised like the pericarp of a flower. The
divine ground of holy assembly (Divya-bhumi) is normally one Hasta (1.5 ft.) above the surface
and there is the kalpa-ground (Kalpabhumi) one Hasta above it. On attaining omniscience, the
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Venerable moves 5000 D (~ 30,000 ft.) above the ground. (One Dhanusa (D) is equal to four
Hasta). There are 20,000 steps in the holy-assembly each of which is one hasta High. The holy
assembly consists of four boundary walls (Kotas), five Vedis, eight grounds in between them
and three altars (Pithas) in each inner part. There are four vanity subduing pillars (Manastambhas)
in the four large galleries (Mahavithis) of the holy assembly whose sight alone subdues the
pride of the Bhavya Mithyadrstis (liberatable wrong-faithed people).

In the outermost part of the holy assembly, there is a boundary wall named Dhulisala
made of the powders of gems and jewels. Later, there are vanity subduing pillars, trenches
(Parikha bhumi) and creeper grounds (Latabhumi). These are followed by golden boundary
wall which has four entry gates (Gopuras). The peripatetic deities are guarding these gates with
maces (gadas) etc. in their hands. There are forests having trees of Asoka and Campaka etc.
(Vanabhumi) and forest altars. These are followed by the flag ground (Dhvajabhumi). After
this, there is the second silvery boundary wall which is guarded by the mansional deities. There
are, then, grounds of wish-fulfilling trees (Kalpavrksa bhumi), forest altars and Stupa (tope)
etc. followed by the third boundary wall made of quartz gems. Its entry gates are being guarded
by the empyrean deities with maces etc. in their hands. There are sixteen walls based on long
galleries (Mahavithis) between the quartz wall and the altars or Pithas (as above). These walls
have a length equal to the distance between the quartz wall and the altars. They are dividing the
whole area in twelve seating compartments (Baraha Sabhas). Over these walls, there is a graceful
and colossal Sri - mandapa (auspicious hall made up of quartz crystals & which is standing on the
gem-pillars). The Sri- mandapa has a supernatural power to let all the living beings of all the three
worlds seated there together. It is sufficiently high and clean. It looks like the second sky.

In the central part of the area surrounded by Sri-mandapa, there is a altar made of Lapis-
lazuli (Vaiduryamani-blue precious stone). There is another altar on it which is made of gold.
There is the third altar over it made up of all kinds of gems and jewels. This third altar has three
Katants over it. It is graced with Dharmacakra (the wheel of religion), the symbol of the
propagation of the religious order by Tirthankara. On the throne of the third altar, the Vener-
able Vrsabhadeva is sitting at a distance of four Angulas above it. There are twelve seating
compartments (Sabhas) in the holy assembly where different groups of the living beings get
seated to listen to the Venerable. Starting from the right side of the Venerable, (1) Saints or
Digambara Munis, (2) empyrean goddesses, (3) Aryikas or Jaina female ascetics and votaresses,
(4) astral goddesses, (5) peripatetic goddesses, (6) mansional goddesses, (7) mansional deities,
(8) peripatetic deities, (9) astral deities, (10) empyrean deities, (11) human beings and
(12) sub-human beings sit in their respective wide assembly compartments. For more details,
see Triloka-prajnapti, 4.716-894.
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The Brief - Description of the Holy Assembly of the Venerable

First of all, there are four vanity - subduing pillars in the four directions after the Dhulisala
boundary wall. There are ponds surrounding these pillars. These are followed by trenches full
of clean water. Then, there is flower garden. This is followed by the first boundary wall. There
are two theatres on both sides ahead of this wall. After it, there is the second forest of Asoka-
Mango etc. trees which leads to the Vedika followed by flag-ground. Beyond this, there is
second boundary wall ahead of which there is the forest the of wish-fulfilling trees alongwith
an altar. Later, there are Stupa (topes, dome like structures) and then the rows of houses and
then the third boundary wall made of quartz gems. Inside this wall, there are twelve assembly
compartment for humans, sub-humans, deities and Saints. There is, then, the altar and the
Venerable Enlightened is seated on the top of this altar.

Eight Auspicious Emblems (Atha Pratiharyas) of the Venerable

There are the following eight amazing auspicious emblems associated with the Venerable:
(1) Asoka tree, (2) Throne made of gems, (3) Three divine Chatras (Parasols), (4) Bhamandala
(Aura), (5) Divya Dhvani (Omkaramayi), (6) Shower of flowers, (7) Fanning with 64 Camaras
(fly-whisks) and (8) Deva-dumdubhi (ringing of divine drums).

The enlightened Tirthankaras are stated to have forty six characteristics as below:
(1) Eight auspicious emblems (8 Pratiharyas)
(2) Thirty four excellences (34 Atisayas)

(3) Tetrad of infinitieys (4 Ananta Catustaya)
Ten excellences (Atisayas) Related with the Birth

There are the following ten miraculous phenomena manifesting since the time of birth of
the Tirthankaras:

(1) Sweatlessness
2) Clean & pure body.
3) White blood like milk etc.

) Adamantine wrapped and nailed bone joints (Vajravrsabhanaraca Samhanana).
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Symmetrical configuration of body (Samacatursra Sansthana).
Incomparable appearance.

Best fragrance like the Nrpacampaka flower (yellow fragrant flowers)
Infinite strength and potency.

Beneficial, moderate and sweet speech.

1008 omens on the body.

Ten Excellences of Omniscience

The following ten miraculous phenomena automatically occur when the omniscience is

acquired due to the destruction of the four destructive karmas :
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Allround abundance of food and provision in all directions within 100 Y.
Movement in space (or sky).

Absence of violence.

Absence of morsel food - intake.

Absence of afflictions.

Face to be seen in all the four directions.

Shadowless-ness.

Non-blinking or non-twinkling eye sight.

Possession of all kinds of learnings.

No growth of nails and hairs.

Fourteen Specific Excellences Created by the Deities (Devakrta)

Simultaneously, the following fourteen excellences have been admitted as created by the

deities:
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01. Simultaneous sermonisation for the liberatable beings through eighteen main lan-
guages (18 Mahabhasa), seven hundred dialects and all other lingual and non-lingual languages
of the instinctive (Sanjni—with mental faculty) beings without the use of palate (talu), teeth,
lips and throat. The defectless and incomparable Divya dhvani of the Venerable is manifest for
nine Muhurtas (app. 7 hrs. a day) during the three prayer times of the day and it is heard upto
adistance of one Yojana. Besides this, this Divya Dhvani is also manifest in those times when
the chief disciples (Ganadharas), Indras and Cakravartis ask questions for response from him.
The Divya dhvani elaborates the six dravyas (6 realities), nine padarthas (9 materials or categories),
five astikayas (5 existents) and seven tattvas (7 reals) logically. [The author of Tiloyapannatti
has counted this excellence under the category of excellences due to omniscience. He has, thus,
given eleven excellences of omniscience. ]

02. Out-of scason bearing of fruits and flowers of all the six seasons in the area of
numerable Yojanas due to the great effect of the Tirthankaras.

03. Blowing of slow and fragrant air removing all the dust and thorns.

04. Harmonious amity among all the living beings.

05. Appearance of the gem made earth as transparent as mirror.

06. Rains of fragrant water by the deity Meghakumara on the order of the Indra.
07. Plenty of agricultural yield of Sali, paddy etc. whose plants become bent due to heavy crops.
08. All beings getting happiness daily.

09. Blowing of cool breeze by the Vayukumara deity.

10. All the wells and ponds becoming full of water.

11. Having a clean sky / space.

12. No occurrence of / interruptions of diseases etc. among all the living beings.
13. Moving of Dharma-cakras (the wheel of religion) ahead of the Tirthankaras.

14. The formation of divine and golden lotus mat below the lotus like feet of the Tirthankara,
while he is walking.
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Thus, 10 excellences by birth, 10 of omniscience and 14 by deities sum up to be
34 excellences in total.

Tetrad of Infinity (Ananta Catustaya)

The tetrad of infinity involves : (1) Anant Jnana—infinite knowledge, (2) Anant DarSana—
infinite conation (intuition), (3) Anant Sukha—infinite bliss and, (4) Anant Virya—infinite potency.

Thus, the above eight auspicious emblems, 34 excellences and the tetrad of infinity
(8 + 34 + 4 =46) make up the 46 special attributes or characteristics, which are associated with
the Tirthankaras.

The First Chief Disciple (Ganadhara)

When the Venerable attained omniscience, the king Vrsabhasena came to him alongwith
many of his subordinate kings. He got initiated. As soon as he did so, he acquired Manah-paryaya
Jnana and seven prodigies (rddhis) and became the first (principal) chief disciple (Ganadhara) of
the Venerable Vrsabhadeva. The kings Sreyansa Kumara and Somaprabha also got initiated and
became his chief disciples. Brahmi and Sundari also got initiated as Jaina female ascetics (Aryikas)
along with many other women and became the chief (Ganin) among all.

Arrival of Bharata

At the time of acquirement of omniscience by the Venerable, the emperor Bharata got
three news simultaneously :

(1) Birth of a son to him.
2) Acquirement of the Cakra-ratna (wheel-gem) related to victory.
3) Acquirement of omniscience by the Venerable Vrsabhadeva.

He took the glory of religion as the first and went to worship the Venerable Jina in the
holy assembly, then went to Cakra-ratna and then celebrated the birth of the son at last.

Aftainment of First Salvation by Anantavirya - Son of the Venerable Vrsabhadeva

Anantavirya-the brother of Bharata had also received initiation from the Venerable after
his address to him. He was worshipped by deities on this occasion. He was the first to attain
salvation in this devolution epoch. All other austerites except Marici Kumara who got derailed
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carlier after initiation, were also reinitiated by the Venerable after address from him regarding
the true reals and realities. They undertook austerities again and acquired the auspicious destinities
as per their volitional purification.

The Venerable broke his silence after 1000 years when he attained omniscience and started
his teachings through Divya-dhvani. In other words, the Venerable observed silence from initiation
upto attaining omniscience.

Caturvidha Sangh (The Group of Four Types of Jaina Ascetics)

The Jaina saints (Munis), Jaina female ascetics (Aryikas), votaries (Sravakas) and vota-
resses (Sravikas) form the Caturvidha Sangh of the Jaina ascetics. Accordingly, the holy as-
sembly of the Venerable Vrsabhadeva consisted of

(1) 84 Chief disciples (Ganadharas)
(2)84,000  Saints (Munis)

(3)3,50,000 Jaina female ascetics (Aryikas)
(4)3,00,000 Votaries (Sravakas)
(5)5,00,000 Votaresses (Sravikas)

Besides this, innumerable number of male & female deities, innumerable human and
subhuman beings are benefitted by the teachings during the religious order of each Tirthankara.

The Establishment Period of the Religious Order (Tirtha Pravartana)

Ithas been stated that the establishment period or the duration of the religious order of the
Venerable Vrsabhadeva was one Purvanga (Bigger time unit) and fifty lac crore of Sagaras.

Teachings of the Venerable Vrsabhadeva

Saudharma Indra came to the holy assembly of the Venerable alongwith the four-fold
deities, circumambulated him thrice and eulogised him by many hymns. The Indra and the
deities desired to listen to him and therefore, sat in the assembly compartments set for them.
Similarly, the emperor Bharata also came there, offered worship with many divine materials,
eulogised him and, then, sat in the assembly seating compartment set for the human beings.
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Later, the Venerable Lord's non-alphabetical divine sound (Divya-dhvani) appeared. He preached
all the twelve primary canonical scriptures (Angas) like Acaranga (Text of Saints' Conduct)
etc. His teachings consisted of four kinds of expositions (Anuyogas) like (i) Exposition of
Biographies (Prathamanuyoga), (ii) Exposition of Cosmology and Sciences (Karananuyoga),
(iii) Exposition of Primary and Secondary Conduct (Carananuyoga) and (iv) Exposition of
Realology or Metaphysics (Dravyanuyoga).

Creation of the Brahmana Caste

Ithas already been stated that the Venerable Vrsabhadeva created three castes of warriors,
businessmen and menials corresponding to the conditions of Videha Region as learnt through
his clairvoyance.

Once, the emperor Bharata Cakravarti returned from his world conquest by winning over
the Bharata varsa alongwith many kings after sixty thousand years. He thought to himself, one
day, “The desireless naked saints do not accept our donations of wealth howsoever we may
offer our worship to them. Whoelse is there among the houscholders who could be suitable for
our worship by donations of wealth and grains etc. ?”” The Cakravarti honoured such persons,
who were judged as observers of partial vows (Anuvratas), with proper donations and respects.
He got the sacred threads (Yajnopavita) from his Padma treasury (nidhi) and offered them to
these vow-observers. He also taught them the six-fold duties of the householders involving (i)
worship (ijya), (ii) business (varta), (iii) donations (datti), (iv) self-study (svadhyaya), (v)
observance of restraint (sanyama), and (vi) undertaking of austerities (tapa) from the primary
text of ‘Upasakadhyayana’ (Text on Studies on Votaries). These householders were called as
'Brahmanas'. Thus,

(1) The individuals refined through vows are called Brahmanas.
(2) The persons protecting the public through weapons, are called Ksatriyas (warriors).

(3) The individuals earning the wealth through moral and justified means are called Vaidyas
(businessmen).

(4) The individuals serving the people in many ways are called Sudras (menials).

The persons, who take two types of births - first from womb and the other by action or
refinement are called Dvijas (Twice-born). The emperor Bharata taught them the rituals of
conception (Garbhanvaya), initiation (Diksanvaya) and ritualisation (Kartanvaya).
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Once, the emperor Bharata asked the Venerable, “O Lord, I have created this caste of
Brahmanas. Please tell me whether it is alright or not.”” The Venerable said, “you have done
well by the creation of the twice-born Brahmanas. However, there are some flaws in it. They
will normally observe proper conduct until the end of this fourth spoke. However, when Kaliyuga
(the present sinful age) begins, they will become proud of their caste and will be derailed from
their good conduct and will be opponents of right path of salvation. Though the creation of the
caste of Brahmanas is the seedling of flaws for the future, but it is not proper to eliminate it at
present because it serves the cause of non-transgression of religious path at this time.” The
emperor Bharata, the protector of the religion of the four castes, got himself doubtless after
listening to the Venerable.

Attainment of Salvation by the Venerable

Thus, the Tirthankara Vrsabhadeva alongwith his chief-disciplies wandered for one lac
Purva less by 1000 years and 14 days for teaching the path of getting the best fruit of salvation
for the people. When his life was to last for 14 days, he desisted from all his activities (Yoga)
and sat on the Kailasa mountain between Sri-sikhara and Siddha Sikhara on the fifteenth day of
the bright half of Pausa month (Dec.-Jan.). The same night, the emperor Bharata saw a dream
that the height of the Meru mountain has increased upto the region of Siddha abode (Siddha-
Sila)- the tip of the universe. Arkakirti, the family head and the chief minister etc. also saw
some dreams in that night. All interpreted the dreams as indicators of imminent attainment of
salvation of the Tirthankara Vrsabhadeva. The emperor Bharata came to the Kailasa mountain
the same day and engaged himself in continuous worship for fourteen days.

In the auspicious moment at sunrise under the Abhijata constellation on the fourteenth day
of the dark half of Magha (Jan.-Feb.), Tirthankara Vrsabhadeva was sitting in a posture of
sitting on hams (Paryankasana) alongwith many saints facing cast. He desisted from all the
three kinds of yogas through third Sukla Dhyana (Pure meditation) named Stuksmakriyapratipati
(non-falling subtle movement or very fine vibratory movements in the soul even when it is
deeply absorbed in itself, in akevalin) and, then destroyed all the four non-destructive (A ghatiya)
Karmas in the last spiritual stage through the fourth pure meditation-Vyutparakriya nivrtti
(cessation of activity or total absorption of the soul in itself, steady and undisturbably fixed
without any vibration whatsoever) in a time during which five short vowels could be pro-
nounced. Due to the destruction of the three bodies named gross (Audarika), luminous (Taijasa)
and karmic (Karmana), the Tirthankara acquired the mode of salvated-hood and reached the
thin-air-layer (Tanuvatavalaya) of the universe in a moment. At this moment, he was associated
with eight inherent qualities of righteousness etc. Being unstained, having a size little less than
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his last embodiment, non-mattergic, absorbed in self-bliss and continuously observing the
universe below, he got seated there eternally.

At the same time, all the deities, desirous of offering worship on this auspicious event of
salvation of the Venerable, thought, “The physical body of the Venerable is sacred, best, clean
and undefiled and also the means of salvation. They, therefore, placed itin a precious palanquin.
They, then, burnt this body by the fire produced from the gem-made shining crown of the Indra
of Agni Kumara deities and inflamed by the milk, ghee etc. and many fragrant substances like
sandal, camphor, saffron and Aguru. This burning fire produced unprecedented smell all around.
Later, the same Indras took the ashes of Vrsabhadeva, who had five auspicious events (Panca-
kalyanaka)in his life and applied that on their forchead, both the arms, throat and chest, thinking
that they should also become similar to him (in future).

On this occasion, the emperor Bharata became highly sad due to the separation of his
father. The chief disciple, Vrsabhasena consoled him and pacified his sad mind through his
nectar-like words about the religion. The Venerable Vrsabhadeva attained salvation when the
fourth spoke of time was to start after 3 years, eight months and fifteen days. Later, there have
been 22 more Tirthankaras starting from the second Ajitanatha upto Par§vanatha in the fourth
spoke. After them, the twenty fourth Tirthankara Mahavira appeared on this earth.

THE LAST TIRTHANKARA-MAHAVIRA (GREAT HERO)

How He Became Mahavira ? : There is a country named Puskalavati on the
northern bank of the river Sita in the eastern Videha region in Jambudvipa situated in the center
of all the dvipas (islands). There is a forest named Madhu in the vicinity of the city of Pundarikini
of this country. There lived Pururava, the king of Bhilas (a mountaineous tribe). He had the
wife named Kalika. One day, a saint named Sagarasena was wandering here and there in that
forest due to directional confusion. On seeing him and taking him as a deer (from a distance),
Pururava got ready to kill him. But his wife asked him not to do so, saying, ‘“Please do not kill
him. He is the guardian deity of the forest wandering here.”

Pururava was pleased to hear this, he went to the saint and offered bowings to him. The
saint gave sermons which led him to life-long renunciation of alcohal (wine), meat-cating and
honey. He observed this vow life-long and so, he was reborn as the celestial deity in the
Saudharma heaven with a life-span of one Sagara.

Later, the empyrean, the re-birthed Pururava, was born as the eldest son named Marici
with his parents as Cakravarti Bharata of Ayodhya and his queen Anantamati. At the time of
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initiation of the Venerable Vrsabhadeva, his grand father, Marici, on his own, also accepted
initiation to asceticism along with four thousand other kings like Kaccha etc. having been
encouraged by the preceptoral devotion. These novice ascetics were ignorant of the prescribed
procedure of food-intake for Jaina saints during the period of six month-austerities by the
Venerable Vrsabhadeva. They, therefore, got derailed from the ascetic conduct and began drinking
water of ponds and eating fruits and flowers grown in the forests on their own due to unbear-
able afflictions of hunger and thirst etc. On observing this, the forest deities proclaimed, “This
is not the way for the ascetics having accepted the garb of nakedness. You can not observe this
kind of conduct in such an appearance.” On hearing this, Marici, encouraged by Mithyatva
(wrongness), became the first to be initiated in the order of wandering monks (Paribrajakas).

When the Venerable Vrsabhadeva attained omniscience, all those derailed ascetics were
reinitiated in the Samavasarana and they observed the path of their own welfare. However, it
was only Marici who did not accept the true religion even after listening to the teachings of the
Venerable through his Divya-dhvani (divine sound). He thought, “I will also be worshipped by
the Indras on the basis of my own doctrines and order just like Vrsabhadeva who has renounced
all the attachments and acquired the capacity to move the world and to be worshipped by the
Indra etc.” Thus, he taught his own doctrine out of his pride-based passion and was reborn as
an empyrean in the fifth heaven-Brahmasvarga after completing his life-span here. After com-
pleting his life-span in the heaven, he was re-born as a son named Jatila with his parents as
Kapila Brahmana and his wife-Kali in the city of Ayodhya. In this case also, he became Parivrajaka
monk due to earlier latency (sanskara) and taught the theory of twenty five elements (Tattvas)
including the Nature (Prakrti) and Man (Purusa). On death from this birth, he took rebirth as an
empyrean in Saudharna heaven with a life-span of one Sagara. On transmigratory departure
from the heaven, he was reborn as a son named A gnisaha with his parents as Brahmana Agnibhuta
and his wife Gautami in the village of Sutika of this Bharata region . In this birth also, he
became a heretic monk and attained heavens after death. Later, he was born as a son - Agnimitra
with his parents as Gautama Brahmana and his wife Kau$iki in Mandira village of this Bharata
region. In this birth also, he became initiated again in the Parivrajaka order of monks and was
reborn as a deity in Mahendra heaven. He was, then, reborn as a son named Bharadvaja with his
parents as Brahmana Salankayana and his wife Mandira in the town of Mandira. In this birth,
he became a recluse with 3 sticks (Tridand1) and later became a deity in the Mahendra heaven.
He suffered heavily in his further rebirths in all the lower destinities due to his Mithyatva
(wrongness) resulting from his heretic doctrines.

In some texts, it is stated that the Brahmana Bharadvaja became a three sticked recluse
and was reborn as a deity in Mahendra heaven. After completing his life-span there, he was re-
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born in Itara Nigoda (those Nigodiya beings, which have transmigrated in destinities i.e.
Caturgati Nigoda) with a life span of one Sagaropama due to the effect of Mithyatva. Later, he
had many rebirths.

Thus, after having many rebirths, the same soul was reborn in the land of enjoyment due
to donation to a worthy person (Supatradana). He was reborn eighty lac times as a deity. The
scholar - saints point out that Mithyatva (wrongness) is a highly evil state. There is no bigger
enemy than this in all the three universe and three periods of time. The wise men also say, “If
the wrongness and five sins of violence etc. are compared, there will be a difference of Meru
mountain and mustard seed between them.”

After all the above rebirths, the same soul was reborn as a Brahmana named ‘Sthavara’ in
the city of Rajagrha (Bihar) due to slackening of his sins.

Later, he was born as the son Sthavara with the parents Sandilya Brahmana and his wife
Parasari in the same Rajagrha city of the Magadha country. The Brahmana Sandilya was pro-
ficient in vedic studies. Sthavara also became veda proficient and devoid of righteousness
(Samyaktva). Nevertheless, he again became a Parivrajaka and after death became a deity in
Mahendra heaven with a life-span of seven Sagaras. After transmigrational departure from
there, he was reborn as a son named Vi$vanandi of the king Vi$vabhuti and queen Jaini in the
same town of Rajagrha. The younger brother of the king Visvabhuti was Visakhabhuti. He had
ason named Visakhanandi. One day, the king Vi§vabhuti handed over the reigns of his kingdom
to his younger brother and appointed his son Visvanandi as heir-designate. He, then, accepted
Jinistic initiation and began undertaking hard austerities.

One day, Visakhanandi - cousin brother of the heir-designate Visvanandi saw his Manohara
garden and asked for it from his father. The king Visakhabhuti also awarded the garden to his
son by deceitfully sending Visvanandi for an attack on enemies of the kingdom. When Vi$vanandi
learnt about this incident, he returned and defeated Visakhanandi in fight. Looking him afraid,
Visvanandi got detached and he handed over the garden to him and got himself'initiated to Jina
sainthood and began undertaking austerities.

The saint Visvanandi became lean and thin due to harsh austerities. Once he came to the
city of Mathura for Ahara (food intake). By chance, Visakhanandi had come there as a messen-
ger of some other king. He was corrupted with addictions and was looking at the saint Visvanandi
from the terrace of a prostitute. Suddenly, a cow let the saint fall there in front of the terrace.
Looking him falling, Visakhanandi got angry and said to the saint, “‘Thave seen your valour while
breaking a stone pillar to hurt me. Where has that valour now disappeared ?" On hearing these
cruel words, the saint also got angry and said to him, “You will bear the fruit of this taunt.”
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Later he died a holy death with this desire for future (Nidana) and was reborn as an
empyrean in the heaven of Mahagukra. Visakhabhuti (his uncle) also got re-birth there due to
penance. After enjoying the divine life for long, both of them tansmigrationally departed from
there and were reborn as sons of the king Prajapati of Podanpura in the country of Suramya.
The queen Jayavati begot ‘Vijaya® (earlier Visakhabhuti). His second queen Mrgavati begot
Triprstha (earlier saint Vi$vanandi). Vijaya was a Salaka Purusa of Balabhadra category while
Triprstha was a Salaka Purusa of Narayana category. Later, the soul of earlier Visakhanandi
wandered in the world for quite a long time and took rebirth as the son-Asvagriva of the
Vidyadhara Mayuragriva and his queen Nilanjana in the city of Alkapura in the northern series
of Vijayardha mountain. He was the Salaka Purusa of Prati-Narayana category. The Narayana
Triprstha killed A$vagriva because of latent impressions of earlier birth and acquired the Cakra-
Ratna. He enjoyed the royal pleasures for a long time and in the end, he attained the seventh hell
because of deep sensualism. He, then, took rebirth as a lion on the Sinhagiri mountain in the forest
on the bank of the river Ganga in Bharata region after bearing the sufferings of hell for Sagaras
(uncountable years). Because of intense sinful activities there also, he took rebirth in the first hell.
Later, he again took rebirth as a lion on the top of Himavan mountain in the east of Sinhakuta in
Jambudvipa after bearing the sufferings of the hell for a time period of one Sagara.

Awakening or Progressive Life of the Lion

Once, the lion was eating a deer after catching it in the forest. At the same time, highly
compassionate sky-moving-powered (Caranarddhidhar?) saint named Ajitanjaya was moving
in sky along with another saint Amitaguna. He saw the lion doing so. As soon he saw him, he
remembered the words of the Tirthankara and got down from his space-walk out of compassion
and went near the lion. He sat on arock and began addressing him the religious sermons in loud
voice. He said, “O king of animals, you got the hellish destinity earlier due to your engagement
in sensual pleasures in your birth state of Narayana Triprstha. After enduring the sufferings
there, you were, again, been born as a lion and went again to the hell due to your cruel deeds.
You have come out of the hell as a lion again. You know, you will be the last Tirthankara in the
tenth rebirth from now (See Uttarapurana, Chapter 74, verses 214-216, 218). I have heard this
from the Tirthankara Sridhara. O wise animal, please be detached from the wrong path leading
to the deep forest of the world and enjoy the path leading to the welfare of the self-soul.”

The words of the saint pinched the heart of the lion. He bowed to them and circumambulated
them repetitively. He immediately grasped the essence of reals (Tattvas) and realities because
of proper time (Kala-labdhi) and fortune and took up the vows of votary with steady mind.

Thus, the lion died with mental concentration while observing the vow of restraint-cum-non-
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restraint (Sanyamasanyama) and undertaking the holy death in the end and was reborn as the
empyrean Sinhaketu in the Saudharma heaven (See Uttarapurana, Chapter 74, Verse 219). He
enjoyed divine pleasures there for two Sagaras wherefrom he was re-born again as a son named
Kanakojjvala of the king Kanakapunkha - a Vidyadhara and queen Kanakamala. Kanakapunkha
was theking of Kanakaprabha town - the best town in the series of Vijayardha mountain towns in
the country of Mangalavati in the eastern Videha region of Dhatakikhanda island-continent.

One day, he took initiation from the saint Priyamitra on Mandara mountain and died with
a holy death. He was reborn as an empyrean in the seventh heaven. Later, he was reborn as the
son Harisena of the king Vajrasena and queen Silavati of the city of Ayodhya. He also aban-
doned the burden of kingdom and took initiation under the saint Srutasagara and got reborn
again as an empyrean in the heaven of Mahasukra after completing his life-span there. He was
reborn again as the son Priyamitra of the king Sumitra and queen Manorama. Sumitra was the
king of the city of Pundarikini in the country of Puskalavati in the eastern Videha of Dhatakikhanda
island-continent. Priyamitra attained the status of Cakravartt in due course of his life.

Later, after enjoying the divine pleasures for long, Priyamitra undertook initiation from
the Tirthankara Ksemankara (in Videha) and observed ascetic conduct. After holy death, he
became an empyrean of Sahasrara heaven and then was reborn as a son Nanda of the queen of
king Nandivardhana. Nandivardhana was the king of Chatrapur town in Jambudvipa. Nanda
enjoyed the royal pleasures for long and, then, gotinitiated by the saint Prosthila. He undertook
harsh austerities and acquired the knowledge of eleven primary canonical scriptures (Angas).
He reflected upon and observed the sixteen factors (Solaha Karana Bhavanas) for earning the
status of Tirthankara and bonded this karmic species (for the future). At the end of his life and
following all the ascetic duties, he was reborn as Indra in the Puspottara abode (Vimana) in the
heaven of Acyuta.

Conceptional Descent (Garbhavatara) of the Venerable Lord Mahavira

When the life-span of the Acyuta Indra was to last for six months, the Indra of Saudharma
heaven commanded the Lord of riches (Kubera) and so he began to shower thick streams of seven
and half crores of gems daily in the courtyard of the palace of the king Siddhartha of Kundalpur
city (near Nalanda) in the Videha country (present Bihar state) of Bharataregion of Jambudvipa.

The queen of the king Siddhartha Priyakarini i.e. Trisala saw sixteen dreams in the last
Prahara of the night of the sixth day of the bright half of Asadha (June-July). In the morning,
she was highly satisfied to listen to the interpretation of her dreams by her husband. Later, the
deities came there, celebrated the auspicious event of conception (Garbhakalyanaka) of the
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Venerable and offered their worship to the parents. In other words, the soul of Acyutendra was
conceived by the queen Trisala.

The Celebrations of the Birth of the Venerable Mahavira

After the passage of nine months the queen mother Trisala gave birth to the son in the
night of the thirteenth day of the bright half of the month Caitra (March-April). All the world
was pleased with this news. The musical instruments began ringing automatically at that time
in all the heavens. The seat of the Saudharma Indra also began waving. The Indra knew the
birth of the Tirthankara Venerable through his clairvoyance and came to Kundalpura on his
Airavata elephant along with his paraphernalia(grandeur). He circumambulated the city, sent
his wife to the Birth Temple (Prasava Mandira i.e. delivery room) and took the Jina child from
her and carried him to the Meru mountain. There he got him seated on Panduka - $ila and
anointed him with 1008 sacred pitchers full of water from Ksirasagara. He also celebrated this
anointing function with dance and drama etc. The Indra, then, got him dressed with best of the
clothes and ornaments and named him as ‘Vira’ and ‘Vardhamana’. He, then, brought the
Jina child to Kundalpura, handed him over to his parents and left for his heavenly abode.

Peculiarities of the Childhood of the Venerable

Once, the two saints named Sanjaya and Vijaya, who had a prodigy of sky-movement, got
some doubt about a point. They came to the Venerable after his birth. Their doubt was removed
merely by seeing him. So, they named him as ‘Sanmati’ with great devotion.

Once, the Venerable was playing with the divine children in the forest. The deity Sangama
wanted to test his patience. He proteated himself in the form of a fierce serpent having one
hundred tongues. The serpent got himself wrapped around the tree from its root upto stem. All
the children became trembling with fear. But the Venerable Vira got down from the tree by
fearlessly keeping his feet on the hood of the serpent. He began playing with the serpent. On
seeing this, the proteated god Sangama presented himself'in his real form, began eulogising the
Venerable out of devotion and named him as Mahavira.

Initiation Ceremony of the Venerable Mahavira

Mahavira, thus, spent thirty years of his princehood with pleasure. One day, he had the
memory of his earlier birth (Jatismarana) and he felt himself detached from worldly desires. At
the same time, the celestial Saints (Laukantika devas) came to him and worshipped him. The
other deities brought a palanquin named ‘Candraprabha’. They got the Lord seated on it which
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was carried first by the kings of the land for a distance and, then, carried by the Vidyadhara
kings and lastly by the Indras. They carried it to the forest named ‘Jnatrvana’. The Venerable
Lord sat there on a big gem-rock facing north with a vow of two-day fasting (Bela). He renounced
all his dress and ornaments, hand-plucked his hairs through five fists (Pancamusti) and got
himself initiated to Jaina asceticism with pronunciation of the words ‘Om Namah Siddham’
(Bowings to the Salvated ones). It was the tenth day of the dark half of the month of Magasira
(Dec.). The divinities celebrated this auspicious event of initiation (Diksakalyanaka). At the
same moment, his restraintful life was awarded with the acquirement of mind-reading or
Manahparyaya knowledge which was a pre-cursor for the acquirement of omniscience.

Later, after the two-day's fasting, the Venerable Lord Mahavira went to Kulagrama for
taking food. The king Kula offered him the food of Khira (rice boiled in milk) with proper
circumambulation and nine-fold devotion (Navadhabhakti). He was awarded with the shower of
five-fold wonderful things (Pancascaryavrsti).

Victory over Infliction (Upasarga)

One day, the excellently resolute Venerable Vardhamana was there in a detachmental
(standing) posture in a crematorium named Atimuktaka in the city of Ujjayini (current M.P.).
Seeing him, the Rudra Mahadeva wanted to test his endurance. During the night, he proteated
himselfin many forms of big ghosts and created heavy inflictions on him. When his inflictions
were unable to move him from his meditational posture, he appeared into his real form and
named the Venerable as Mahati Mahavira after worshipping him in various ways. The Rudra
danced with Parvati before him and went to his abode with non-jealous mind.

Offer of Food to the Venerable Lord by Candana

One day, while the daughter of the King of Vaisali 'Cetaka’, named Candana was busy in
playing, a Vidyadhara lifted her and carried her away. Later, being afraid of his wife, he left her
in a dense forest. She was seen by aman of Bhila tribe and he carried her with him and sold her
to a rich man Vrsabhadatta with a desire for fetching good money. Thinking her husband may
not be attached with her, the wife of the richman ‘Subhadra’ used to offer her the Kodrava-rice
mixed with sour gruel (Kanji) in an earthen cup and got her always under chains out of anger. On
some other day, the Venerable LLord Mahavira came to the same city of Kausambi of the Vatsa
country (presently near Allahabad-U.P.) for food-intake®. While seeing the Lord entering into the
city, Candana started going before the Venerable. All her chain-bonds got broken at the same time.
The hairs arose on her tonsured head. She got beautiful with ornaments and dresses. She got ready
to offer food for him with nine-fold devotion. The grace of her conduct (Sila) converted her
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earthen cup into a golden cup and the cooked Kodrava rice became cooked $ali rice. The wise
Candana invited the Venerable Lord with due devotion and offered food to him. There were
showers of five wonderful things and it also caused her meeting with her family members.

Acquirement of Omniscience by the Venerable Mahavira

The Venerable Lord spent twelve years in the state of non-omniscience (Chadmastha avastha).
One day, he sat on a gem-like rock under the Sala tree in the Manohara forest on the bank of
Rjukula river near the Jrmbhika village with a mental resolve of two day fasting (Bela) and in a
detachmental posture (Pratimayoga). In the afternoon of the tenth day of the bright half of the
month Vaisakha when the moon was in the center of two constellations - Hasta and Uttaraphalguni,
he ascended the destructional ladder (Ksapaka $rent) of spiritual stage with the growing volitional
purity. At the same time, he destroyed the four destructive karmas (Ghatiya Karmas) through his
absolute meditation and acquired the tetrad of infinities (Ananta Catustaya) and omniscience. He
became supreme soul associated with thirty four excellences (as describe earlier).

When he acquired omniscience, Saudharma Indra came there along with his paraphernalia
and got constructed the holy assembly (Samavasarana) and offered worship to him for the
auspicious event of acquiring omniscience (Kevalajnana Kalyanaka). The size of holy assembly
was one Yojana-4 Krosa. It was having all kinds of grandeur like the same as of the Venerable
Lord Vrsabhadeva. The human and sub-human beings etc. were seated in 12 compartments in
their respective areas to listen to the Venerable Lord. But His divyadhvani could not be manifest.

Arrival of Gautama Svami

The Indra learnt the cause of non-manifestation of the Divyadhvani after acquiring Supreme
knowledge by the Lord. He tactfully brought Bramnana Indrabuti of Gautama lineage before
him. On account of proper time (Kalalabdhi), Indrabhuti got initiated along with his 500 disciples
in the holy feet of the Venerable Lord and became his first chief disciple (Ganadhara). He, then,
acquired seven prodigies instantaneously. It was the forenoon of the first day of the dark half of
the month of Sravana when the Venerable delivered his first sermon through divyadhvani. The
chief disciple Gautama composed eleven primary canonical scriptures (Angas) in the early
hours of night and fourteen pre-canonical texts (Purvas) in the later part of the night.

Later, there were ten more chief disciples of the Venerable : (1) Vayu-bhuti, (2) Agnibhudi,
(3) Sudharma, (4) Maurya, (5) Maundraya, (6) Putra, (7) Maitreya (8) Akampana, (9) Andhavela
and (10) Prabhasa. Thus, there were (a) 11 chief disciples, (b) 311 eleven primary canonical
scripture and fourteen pre-canon proficients, (¢) 9900 teaching Saints (Preceptors), (d) 1300
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clairvoyants, (¢) 700 omniscients, (f) 900 proteators (Vikriya rddhidhart Saints), (g) 500 Manah-
paryayajnani, (h) 400 Anuttaravadi Saints. Thus there were total 14000 Saints. In addition, there
were 36000 Jaina Aryikas including Candana and others, 100000 Votaries, 300000 Votaresses,
innumerable deities and female deities and numerable subhuman beings in his holy assembly.

Attainment of Liberation (Salvation) by Mahavira

The Venerable Lord delivered sermons for the benefit of the liberatable beings for thirty
years. Afterwards, he attained liberation in the early morning of the fifteenth day of the dark
half of the month of Kartika (Oct. - Nov.) at Pavapuri-Jala mandira (Nalanda, Bihar, India).
The tradition of Dipawali started from that day and Nirvan Ladoo is offered even today in Jala
Mandira of Pavapuri on Dipawali.

TWELVE UNIVERSAL MONARCHS
OR CAKRAVARTIS

There have been twelve universal monarchs named (1) Bharata, (2) Sagara, (3) Maghava,
(4) Sanat Kumara, (5) Santi, (6) Kunthu, (7) Ara, (8) Subhauma, (9) Padma, (10) Harisena,
(11) Jayasena, and (12) Brahmadatta. All of them offered direct and indirect Venerations to the
Tirthankaras and were deeply devoted to them. Bharata Cakravarti was in the period of the
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Venerable Lord Vrsabhadeva. Sagara Cakravarti was in the period of the Venerable Lord
Ajitanatha. The Cakravarti-Maghava and Sanat Kumara were there in the interval period of the
Tirthankaras Dharmanatha and Santinatha. Santi, Kunthu and Ara were the Tirthankaras as
well as Cakravartis themselves. The Cakravartt Subhauma was there in the period of interval
between the Tirthankaras Ara and Malli. The Cakravarti Padma was there during the period of
interval beween the Tirthankaras Malli and Muni-Suvrata. The Cakravarti Harisena was there
during the period of interval of Munisuvrata and Naminatha. The Cakravarti Jayasena was
there during the period of interval of Naminatha and Neminatha. The last Cakravarti-Brahmadatta
was there during the period of interval of Neminatha and Par§vanatha.

Because of the austerities undertaken in earlier births, the weaponries of Cakravartis are
graced with an amazingly excellent Cakra or wheel like divine weapon i.c. Cakra-ratna (Wheel-
gem) pertaining to the victory of six Khandas (sections) of Bharata region. On acquirement of
this wheel, they are extremely joyful and worship the Jinas and start moving for winning over
the country in eastern direction. They move gradually to win the two sections of southern
Bharata region and, then, subjugate all the kings and Vidyadharas in the northern Bharata
region. See Fig.1 for details.

These Cakravartis stand proudlessly & anxiously on Vrsabhagiri mountain to get their
panegyrics (Prasasti) of victory written on it as they find no place for it on the mountain. On the
request of their ministers & deities, they, then, mark their names there by wiping out the name
of one of Cakravartis by their royal rod (Danda-ratna). Thus, all these Cakravartis return to
their capital town after winning over the six sections of the Bharata region.

Grandeur of the Cakravarti

Every Cakravarti has the excellent or supreme bone-joint and configuration. Their bodies
are golden coloured. They have 96000 queens classified as below :

(D Girls of Aryan Section 32000
2) Vidyadhara girls 32000
3) Girls of Mleccha Section 32000

(Girls of the kings of Mleccha section are not mleccha by caste or coduct but because of
their birth there, they are called mleccha.)

Every Cakravarti has the following grandeur :
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(1) Numerable thousand sons and daughters.

(2) Subjugated kings 32000 (3) Body Guards

(4) Royal Cooks 360 (5) Brothers and Relatives
(6) Cows 3.0 Crore  (7) Dishes (Thalis)

(8) Gentle elephants 84 lacs (9) Chariots

(10) Horses 18 Crore (11) Brave Heroes

(12) Mlecchakings 88000 (13) Vidyadharas

(14) Crowned Kings 32000 (15) Theatres

(16) Music Halls 32000 (17) Pedestrian army

In addition, every Cakravarti has the following under his kingdom :
(1) No. of Villages

2) Nagaras (Towns with four entry gates in four directions)
3) Kheta (Surrounded by mountain and rivers)

) Kharvata (Surrounded by mountains only)

(5) Matambas (A group of 500 villages)

(6) Pattana (Port towns)

(7) Dronamukha (Villages on sea-shores)

(8) Samvahana (Villages situated on mountains)

9) Antar-dvipas (Inner islands)

(10)  Kuksisnivasa (Caverns)

(11)  Durga etc. (Forts)

360

3.50 Crore
1.0 Crore
84 lacs

84 Crore
Many crores
32000

48 Crore

96 Crores
75000
16000
24000
4000
48000
99000
14000

56

700

28000

(The meaning of various terms here have been taken from Triloka prajnapti.)
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They also have fourteen gems, nine treasures and ten kinds of enjoyable materials.

Fourteen Gems (Ratnas)

There are seven living gems (Jiva Ratnas) : (1) Elephants, (2) Horses, (3) Richmen
(Grhapati), (4) Architects (Sthapati), (5) Army commanders, (6) Chief queen and (7) Royal
priest (Purohita).

There are seven non-living gems (Ajiva Ratnas) :

(1) Royal metallic Parasol (Chatra) (2) Royalsword
3) Royal rod (Danda) (4)  Royal wheel (Cakra)
(5) Royal Kankini gem (6) Royal Cintamani stone

(7) Leathers (Carma)
The fly whisks (Camaras) of Cakravartis are fanned by 32 Yaksas (attendant deities).
Nine Treasures (Nidhis)

There are the following nine treasures produced in the treasury (Sripura) of the royal
palaces of the Cakravarti.

(1) Kala Varied materials as per seasons
2) Mahakala Vessels and Utensils

3) Pandu Grains

) Manava Weapons

) Sankha Musical instruments

(6) Padma Fabrics and clothes

(7) Naisarpa Palaces and residences

(8) Pingala Ornaments / dresses

C)) Various gems Different kinds of gems.
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These treasuries supply the materials shown against each as above according to season
and requirements.

The Cakravartis have 24 white and best of the conches (Sankhas) with south-facing turn.
They have one crore x crore (1014) ploughs. They have twelve each of the beautiful drums and
war drums whose sounds can be heard in 12 Yojana-area (about 96 miles).

Ten-fold Enjoyable Materials

The Cakravartis are said to have the following ten-fold enjoyable materials (Bhogas) :

(1) Divine or miraculous city. (2) Gems

3) Treasures (Nidhi) “) Ammy

(5) Vessels (6) Delicious food

(7) Beddings (8)  Seats

9) Transport mediums and (10) Dance and Drama (Theatres)

The details about the body height, life-span and period of rule etc. should be seen in the
Table 5 at the end of this book.

Bharata Cakravarti was the first of the Cakravartis. He was the eldest son of the Venerable
Lord Vrsabhadeva. The name ‘Bharata’of this country is based on his name. He attained
omniscience within a short span of an Antarmuhurta (within 48 minutes) after initiation. His
biography can be learnt from books like Mahapurana (Great Legendary Stories) and Bharatesa
Vaibhava (The Grandeur of Bharatesa). His pride and victory was shattered by his younger
brother Kamadeva Bahubali. This is said to be a defect of the epoch of extra-ordinary devolution
period (Hundavasarpini).

BHARATA CAKRAVARTI (UNIVERSAL MONARCH)

The universal monarch Bharata was born of the queen Yadasvati of the Venerable Lord
Vrsabhadeva. The Venerable coronated Bharata while moving for his initiations. One day, the
sagacious king Bharata enriched with royal grandeur got the following three messages:

(1) Acquirement of Omniscience by the Venerable father Rsabhadeva.
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(2) Birth of a son to his queen in his palace.
(3) Appearance of Cakra-Ratna in arsenal.

Bharata, immediately, thought that the attainment of omniscience is an effect of religios-
ity, the manifestation of Cakra-Ratna is the effect of riches and the birth of a son is the result
of desires (Kama). He, therefore, went first to the holy assembly and worshipped the Venerable
Lord and listened to his sermons. Later, he worshipped the Cakra-Ratna and lastly he celebrated
the birth of his son.

Afterward, the monarch Bharata started for the conquest of the earth. The Cakra-Ratna
moved ahead of the army. After winning over all the six-sections of the earth, Bharata saw the
Kailasa mountain in the way while returning back. He got his army to make a halt and went to
the holy assembly of the Venerable, worshipped him and, then, came near the city of Ayodhya-
his capital with his army.

But, his Cakra-Ratna could not move into the city gates (Gopura). Many of the guardian
deities (of Cakra-Ratna) were wonder struck by seeing the Cakra-Ratna standing upright. Bharata
also began thinking, “Why this Cakra-Ratna has stopped in my capital while it has never
stopped during my journey of earth conquest ?”’

The wise Bharata asked his royal priest about it. He requested, “O Lord, though you have
won the kings beyond Ayodhya, but the members of your own family are not favourable to you.
They are not offering homage to you and they are standing against you.”

On listening to this, Bharata thought to himself for a moment. Later, he sought advice
from his councillors and sent a skilful ambassador to his ninety nine brothers.

The brothers learnt all the news from the ambassdor and became detached. They went to
the holy assembly of the Venerable Lord Rsabhadeva and got initiated there. Bharata also got
sad, consulted his councillors again and sent another ambassador to his brother Bahubali. On
hearing from the ambassador, Bahubali said,” I can bow to Bharata as my elder brother. But I
can not bow to him addressing him as the ‘King of kings’. I am ruling over that area which was
given to me by my Venerable father. I have nothing to do about it with him.”” Bahubali, thus,
clarified that if Bharata wanted to let me bow down before him, he should show his strength in
the battle-field. On learning about this mental attitude of Bahubali, the monarch Bharata thought,
“Let my younger brothers whom I have played with and grown with may be pleased to go
against me, but how the wise Bahubali-the young, humble, skilful, clever and follower of
tradition could think in such a way about me ?”
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Thinking thus, he again consulted his councillors and started to win over his brother with
six-fold army and many sub-ordinate kings.

The chief ministers of both the sides saw the scene of army movements on both the sides
and thought, “The war between them will not lead to peace just like the cruel planets. Both of
them are ultimate-bodied (Carama Sarir1). They are not going to lose anything. It will only lead
to the loss of other men and materials of both the sides through this war.” The ministers got
afraid of this imminent men-slaughter. They got the permission from both the brothers and
declared a religious war. It means that there will be three kinds of personal fights: (1) Water-
war (Jala yuddha), (2) Sight war (Drsti yuddha) and (3) Hand-to-hand fight or combat (Malla
yuddha). Whosoever will win these fights, will be the lord of the land.

At the start of fights, the land became full of innumerable men and the sky got pervaded
with innumerable deities. The sight-fight started and Bahubali won over Bharata with his
unblinking sight. In the water-fight also, Bahubali won over Bharata by streaming plenty of
water on his face and making him perplexed. It could be possible because the height of Bharata
was 500 D while that of Bahubali was 525 D. In the hand-to-hand fight also, Bahubali lifted
Bharata and placed him on his own shoulders. Looking at this type of dishonour before the
kings of both the sides, Bharata became angry and he remembered his wheel-gem (Cakra-
Ratna) and threw it over Bahubali. But as Bahubali was exempted from death, the wheel-gem
circumambulated him and stayed there with loss of brilliance. At that time, all the kings cursed
the monarch and exclaimed, “O Monarch, it is enough, do not be more adventurous. Stop the
fight.”” On listening to these words, the monarch Bharata got pinched more . Bahubali, then,
said, “O Bharata, you have shown great valour’” and he got him seated on high throne.

This incident led Bahubali to be detached at the same time and he started moving towards
sacred grove (Tapovana) for austerities after thinking over the momentariness of the world,
body and grandeur etc. and asking forgiveness for his offence from Bharata. Bharata too got
very sorry for the episode and tried to explain and stop him from moving to the sacred grove.
But Bahubali was steady in his detachment and went to the sacred grove. He got initiated and
undertook meditational posture for a year. During this year - old posture, the serpents made his
feet as their sloughs. The birds built their nests on his body and the climber plants climbed over
his body to cover it. Despite all this, the monarch of Yoga (Yoga Cakravarti) was steadily
absorbed in his meditation.

On this side, Bharata was coronated as Cakravarti of the great kingdom. While getting
initiated, Bahubalt had undertaken the vow of one-year fasting. The day his fast was completed,
Bharata came to him and worshipped him. While being worshipped, Bahubali attained
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omniscience. As described in Chapter 36 (Page 217) of Adipurana, Bahubali was always think-
ing, ‘Bharata has been distressed by me or [ have been instrumental in his sorrowful state.” But
when he saw Bharata offering him worship, his mind became thoughtless about it and he
attained omniscience instantaneously. The monarch Bharata offered worship to him in a very
special way. The worship offered by Bharata before attainment of omniscience was meant for
nullifying own offences.But the second worship was a ceremonial one on the attainment of
omniscience. At that time, the architect—builder deities created a fragrant enclosure (Gandha-
kuti) for the Venerable Bahubali. The Venerable Bahubali was knowing about all the entities in
the world. He delivered nectar-like sermons for the benefit of all the creatures. Later, he went
to the Kailasa mountain sanctified by the presence of the Venerable Vrsabhadeva.

Creation of the Group of Brahmanas

Once, the monarch Bharata thought, “Let me satisfy the people of the world by donating
riches to them after performing Mahamaha Yajna (a great auspicious activity). The possessionless
saints do not accept anything from me. But who could be such a householder who is capable of
honour by me ? Itis proper to donate such a person who is observer of partial vows (Anuvratas)
and the best among the householders.” After thinking thus, Bharata called all the kings to test
such persons worth donation. He got green sprouts, flowers and fruits cast in the courtyard of
his palace. The persons who were non-avowed, went into the palace without any thoughts on
the ground situation. The king Bharata got these people on one side, and called the other
remaining people. Many people, fearful of sins, has returned to their homes and some were
returning. However, Cakravartt Bharata asked some of them to come to the palace through a
dry path. When they came in, Bharata asked them about their return. They said, “O Lord, the
omniscient points out that there are infinite general-bodied (Nigodiya) beings in green sprouts
etc. so we should avoid their violence.” Bharata was highly pleased & impressed with their
reply and praised these devout persons. He honoured them with donations and respects and
awarded them with the sacred threads (Brahmasutra) having 1-11 threads (based on the ability
of taking vows—Vratasutra) twined together in them. These sacred threads were obtained from
the Padma treasure and served as the mark of the avowed person. The monarch Bharata deliv-
ered sermons on worship (Ijya), commerce (Varta), donation (Datti), self-study (Svadhyaya),
restraint (Sanyama) and austerity (Tapa) from the sacred texts on studies on Votaries
(Upasakadhyayananga). He also told them about the fifty three rituals related with conception
and birth (Garbhanvaya activities), forty eight rituals related with initiation (Diksanvaya activities)
and seven rituals related with the person himself (Kartranvaya rites). He pointed out that the
refinement through vows makes one Brahmana, holding weapons for protection makes one
Ksatriya or Warrior, earning wealth by just means makes one businessman (Vaisya) and serving
the other groups with menial or inferior work makes one Stdra or menial.
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Sixteen Dreams of Bharata

After the passage of some time, the monarch Bharata saw some dreams indicating wonderful
effects. On seeing them, Bharata felt sad and understood that these dreams will have their
effects in the fifth spoke of this devolution epoch. Thinking thus, Bharata went to the holy
assembly of the Venerable, worshipped him devotedly and requested him, “O Venerable, I have
seen sixteen dreams involving lion and cubs etc. What is their interpretation ? I have created the
caste of Brahmanas. I have to learn whether this creation is desirable or undesirable. Please be
kind enough to remove my doubts.” Though Bharata had learnt the effects of these dreams
through his clairvoyance, still he wanted to listen to them from the Venerable so that every
body could know about them. After listening to Bharata, the Venerable began delivering satis-
factory sermons through his divine sound. He said, ““O Monarch Bharata, listen to the effects
of your dreams :

(1) The effect of seeing twenty three lions climbing on the mountain top while wander-
ing alone is that there would not be heretics during the period of Tirthankaras excluding Mahavira.

(2) The effect of seeing many young deer following the single lion is that there will be
many heretics in Mahaviran period who would be attached with possessions and would wear
improper garbs (Kuling1).

(3) The effect of seeing a horse loaded with a large elephant is that the saints of the fifth
spoke would not be capable of following all the qualities associated with the austerities.

(4) The effect of seeing the he-goats eating dry leaves is that the people in future will get
wicked or misconducting.

(5) The effect of secing the monkeys on the shoulders of the elephant is that the Ksatriya
lineages will be destroyed in the coming period. The earth will be ruled by the low-caste people.

(6) The effect of seeing the trouble-making for owls by the crows is that the people will
move towards non-Jaina ascetics for religious teachings in place of Jaina saints.

(7) The effect of seeing many dancing ghosts is that the people will take the peripatetics
as true deities and will begin worshipping them.

(8) The effect of seeing the pond full with water on all sides and dry in the middle is
that the religion will be centered here & there excluding the middle region.
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(9)The effect of seeing the heap of gems defiled by dust is that there will be no saints
with prodigies (Supernatural powers) in the fifth spoke.

(10)  The effect of seeing the dog eating the sacred offering (Naivedya) to the
Venerable is that the non - avowed Brahmanas will also win respects like avowed Brahmanas
in the fifth spoke.

(11)  The effect of seeing a young bull wandering with loud sounds is that it is only
the young people who will stay steadily on the path of sainthood.

(12)  The effect of seeing the moon surrounded by cloudy spheres is that the saints
in the fifth spoke willnot have clairvoyance and Manah-paryaya Jnana (mind-reading knowledge).
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